POK NEWSIDIGEST

A MONTHLY NEWS DIGEST ON PAKISTAN OCCUPIED KASHMIR

e Commentary

International Investment Conference for Gi
Baltistan - Senge Hasnan Sering

e Political Developments

10 Killed, 81 Hurt in Muzaffarabad Blast, P
Announces Aid for Muzaffarabad Blast Vic

AJK PM Terms Blast as Bid to Promote
Sectarianism

Government and Opposition Criticize
Rehabilitation Process in AJK

Chief Minister Gilgit Baltistan Administeres
by Governor

e Economic Developments
Expat Kashmiris Urged to Invest in AJK
J-K Traders Refuse PoK Items, Trade Suspe

Rs 8 bn Being
for Mang

bilitation P

In
Compiled & Edited

by
Dr Priyanka Singh

INSTITUTE FOR DEFENCE STUDIES AND ANALYSES
No. 1, Development Enclave, Rao Tula Ram Marg
New Delhi-110 010



ey, T ; e

= — i
i =" Y " ™
|' ‘l "o Thumn’ ry"'dF ; N
/o‘Jﬂm;:ﬁ *'RA?GQD /‘f .,s’rla_u‘mjn ML“TW T SUGOTOARAM\L\-L |
— T gg= =
o _C:_QZJFW'_‘__' | o
NURISTAN | l mmRY| e & o

|
| e PR ’JW
7 \J: ) L‘1|~ 5126‘Nan2Paml A

W} / *s GILGIT WAZIRAT smh;
( Chigha Sa # { G

7/

= €' Malakend g

Jal N,
{Jalalab

P
~SARGODHA '/(;}‘g

‘I"Jffl- o

Jammu & Kashmir

(Source: Based on the Survey of IndiaMap, Govt of India2000)

A Monthly Newsl etter on Pakistan Occupied Kashmir 2



About this Issue

Wishing all our readersa very happy and prosperous New Year 2010!

Thecity of Muzaffarabad witnessed a suicide bomb attack on December 28- the day of Muharram.
Thisattack raised major concernsamong the authoritieswho felt PoK was secure frommilitancy
even though it is playing havoc all across Pakistan. Those killed in the suicide attack were
policemen as one of the reportsindicates. Thisisthe second instance where the state authorities
have been targeted by militantsin PoK, first being the June 2009 attack when an army post was
ambushed by a suicide bomber.

Electionsin Gilgit Baltistan are over and the process of gover nment formation is underway. The
federal government in consultation with thelocal |eadersis contemplating on the formation and
composition of the first ever cabinet in Gilgit Baltistan. Meanwhile, opposition to the Gilgit
Baltistan self governance package is far from over. Prominent leader from the region made a
comprehensive presentation before the House of Commonsin Britain to let out the grievances of
the nationalist leaders and their parties who were deprived from participating in the recently
held elections.

Theissuefeaturesreports on the dwindling state of cross LoC trade which has suffered immensely
in the absence of proper facilities and lack of political support. Traders on both sides are
disappointed and have threatened to call of trading activities completely.

Priyanka Singh

January 2010



I nter national I nvestment Conferencefor
Gilgit-Baltistan
Senge Hasnan Sering*

It was the Karakoram Highway (KKH) built with
Chinese assistance which allowed Pakistan to
establish its writ in the disputed region of Gilgit-
Bdtigantoalargeextent.! In 1978, when KK H linked
both countries, it enabled them to enhance their
bilateral relations, guard their frontiersagainst their
rivals, and enhance the economic and strategic depth
intheneighboring countries.

In addition, the significance of theregionincreased
manifolds after the discovery of vast resources of
water reserves, mineralsand metal base. Currently,
morethan US$500 million worth of gemstonesreach
internationa marketsfrom Gilgit-Baltistan. Surveys
conducted by Pakistan Mineral Development
Corporation (PMDC) reveal that valleysof Gilgit-
Bdtistan arerichwith gold and base metals.? In some
places, gold content goes up to 300 parts per million
whichisextremdy high compared togold qudity found
inAfricaand Austraia. Other precious stonesfound
in Gilgit-Baltistan are Ruby, Emerald, Sapphire,
Aquamarine, Tourmaline, Garnet, Fluorite, Pargesite,
Spinal, Zircon, Topaz, Berylspar, Corundum,
Marganite, Serpentine, Sulphur, Moonstone and
Amethyst. Asof now, severa Pakistani and Chinese
companiesareaready involved in extraction of the
minerd wedth.

Encouraged by these activitiesand withan aimto
further enhance resource exploitation, Pakistan
organized aninternationd investment conferenceon
January 4, 2010 to open up Gilgit-Baltistan for the
investors.® The sectors prioritized included energy,
tourism, communication, minerals& minesand food
industry, particularly fruit storage, processing and
packaging industry.* An exhibitionand cultural show
wasa so arranged on the sidelines of the conference
where various subject specialistsand expertstalked
about available investment opportunitiesin Gilgit-
Baltistan.> The governors of all provinces, chief
ministers, federa and provincial ministers, advisers,
ambassadors, internationa companies, and presidents
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of variouschambersof commerce participatedinthis
megaeven.

Addressing the conference, acting governor of Gilgit-
Baltistan, Mr. Kaira, announced to establish special
economicandindustrial zonesover anareaof 1,500
acresin Gilgit-Bdtistan. Hesaid that dthough billions
of dollars can be earned by devel oping thetourism
and mineral industry, however, Pakistan lacks
adequate groundinfrastructure and sufficient energy
to harnessthese opportunities® and current Chinese
energy related projectswill make power availableto
thegrowingindustry.” Further, athree-laneroad from
Gilgit to the Chinese border isbeing constructed to
enhance mobility. In this regard, China has lent
US$125 million for up-gradation of KKH. Further,
hydro-electric projectsworth US$19.6 billion and
generating 11,500 megawatts of energy are under
congtruction.® Moreover, work ontwo air routes, one
from Gilgit to Kashgar and the second from Skardo
to Kashgar and Kathmandu isunder way tofacilitate
touristsand investors.® Few months ago, Pakistani
primeminister aso announced Rs. 15 billion worth of
economicincentivesfor Gilgit-Batistantoimprove
itsinfrastructure, energy base, tourism and social
services.'? Further, Rs. 10 hillion has also been
allocated in the current PSDP for the above-
mentioned projects.*

Inthe post cold-war era, astherel ationship between
nation states has evolved opening up doors to
multilaterd tradeand investments. Pakistanisalowing
international companiestoinvest innatural resource
exploitation to develop its economy.!? Foreign
investment in Pakistan hasfallen sharply by morethan
30% inthelast two years.®* Many andyststhink that
Gilgit-Baltistan can provide the meansto reverse
economicdownfall of Pakistan. Given futurestrategic
links of consumer markets and energy producers,
Gilgit-Baltistan can beavita supply line of mineral
andfoss| wedthfor countriesof MiddleEast, Africa,
Centrd Asig, Indiaand China. Oneexampleisitay’s
ENI, whichisplanningto build pipegasfrom Central
Asgato China, Pakiganand India. GivenAfghanigan’s
security situation, the Karakoram corridor may help
tofulfill thismegadream. 4



Despite such ahuge potential, the people of Gilgit-
Bdtistan havelargely failed to benefit fromtheir own
natural resourcesand communication networks, while
revenue worth billions of dollars fill coffersin
Idamabad. Asof today, per capitaincomeof theregion
isone-fourth of national average™ and literacy rateis
less than 15%.%¢ Further, locals have no role in
Pakistan’s decision making processto build mega
projectsontheir land. Instead, they face brutality and
suppression when they demand their due share.!’ In
case of the current investment conference, the
organizers, which areLahore Chamber of Commerce
and Industries(LCCI), Ministry of Kashmir Affairs,
regiona minister for Investment and Gilgit-Baltistan
governor areall imported from Pekistan.'® Recently
proclaimed empowerment ordinance of Gilgit-
Baltistan authorizesthe governor and not thelocal
legidatureto ded with matters pertaining towater and
mineral resources. It isfeared that theinvestorswill
most likely comefrom Punjab toowho may bebiased
towardsgovernment’spolitica agendaintheregion.”®
Such policies do suggest Pakistan’s intentions to
exploit resourcesof Gilgit-Bdtistan for the benefit of
Punjab and continuethe policy of encroachment on
local services and assets. In the long term, many
wesdlthy Pakistaniswith palitica inclinationwill make
Gilgit-Batistantheir homeand establish control over
itsresources; it will lead to marginalization of the
natives, demographic change, cultura degradation and
competition over resources leading to ethnic and
religiousfeuds. Pakistan seesresource expl oitation
andinfrastructure devel opment asameanstointegrate
the peopleof Gilgit-Baltistan whichwasreiterated by
the acting governor on thefirst day of Investment
Conference. Heaffirmedthat “ federd government was
taking solid stepsto strengthen the federation” and
according tothechief minister of Gilgit-Bdtistan, the
establishment of Gilgit-Bdtistan provinceisastepin
that direction.

Beforeestablishingitsdlf in Gilgit-Bdtistan,” LCCI
wasingrumental along with the Punjab government,
which allotted 500 acresof land freeof cost® toincept
thefirst-ever Chinaspecific economic andindustrial
zoneat Faisaabad and Kalashah Kaku. % Morethan
70 Chinese companies are presently providing
finandd solutionsingpecidized areasinduding power,
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engineering, telecom, construction and infrastructure,
mergers& acquisitions, debt syndicationsand private
equity placements. Several of these projects are
established in placesvery closeto the Indian border,
like Gilgit, Skardu, Muzaffarabad, Lahore and
Kdashah Kaku. These devel opments have national
security implicationsfor Indiawhichregardstheentire
J& K asitsintegral part.

Opening up opportunitiestointernationa investorsin
a strategically located region, which is illegally
occupied by Pakistan and claimed by India will
increasegeo-political sengtivities. Astheinternationa
community increasesitsstakesintheregion, it may
lead to L ebanizetion of Gil git-Bdtistan.?* Competition
among theinternational playersover resourcesmay
lead tointerferenceinlocd politicsand further socio-
political fragmentation causing disharmony and a
permanent weakening of the society.” Possible
involvement of US companiesin resourceextraction
will bring Americaand Pekistan closer. Thismay have
someimplicationsfor India sstrategicinterests.® On
the other hand, Chinamay also react to American
involvement giventhat in September 2009it expressed
unhappinesson Pakistan dlowing USsoldierstovisit
Gilgit-Bdtistan astourigts. Further, thearrival of west
may sway the Taliban toincreasetheir activitiesin
Gilgit-Baltistan to counter such influences. Thismay
inturn encourage ldamic extremist movementsinthe
neighboring East-Turkestan and heighten China's
concernsfor itsterritoria security. Chinabelievesthat
many among the proponents of three-evilsnamely
extremism, terrorism and separatismresidein Pakistan
and support Uighur freedom fighters. It wason China's
warning that Pakistan carried out alimited operation
in Gilgit-Baltistan in May 2008 and expelled 300
suspected militants from Gilgit who could have
threatened Chineseinterestsintheregion. Chinais
concerned for the safety of its 10,000 workforce
involved inthecompletion of 125 projectsin different
parts of the country and many of these projectsare
locatedin Gilgit-Bdtistan.”

Gilgit-Batistanispredominantly aShiaregion. Iran
has very close religious connections with the
predominant Shiasof theregionandtheir involvement
may cause apprehensionsamong thewesternersas
well the Sunnisof Pakistan. Thevery reason compdled



Pakistan to refuse permission to the Iranians to
establish hedlthrelated projectsin Gilgit-Batistanin
2001. Further, Iranian influence can enhanceldamic
radicadismwhichwill not godownwe | with Pekistan's
neighbours like Tajikistan and India. In the end,
involvement of international community to enhance
economic growth may a so becomeatool to create
political instability and strategic insecurities for
neighboring countries.

Thespinoff of suchinterventionsmay intheend prove
costly to Pakistan’srelationswith China.® Chinahas
historically claimed Gilgit and Hunza. During 1949-
1963, it made severa attempts to occupy these
digtricts, which wasthwarted by Pakistani army with
thehelp of theforcesloyd totheMir of Hunza. Further,
despite acknowledging Pakistan asanindispensable
drategicaly, it continuesto occupy Raskam valey of
Hunzaand Shaksgamvalley of Baltistan. Inthewake
of apossible diplomatic stand off, border disputes
may onceagain resurfaceto hurt Pekistan'sterritoria
interests.

Pakistan will have to strike a balance between its
financial needsand the long term peace and social
harmony in Gilgit-Baltistan. Further, it must ensurea
genuinerolefor thelocasin palitical and economic
decision making. Thelong term impact of foreign
interventioninadisputed region like Gil git-Batistan
will be harmful for the natives® since Pakistani and
internationa investorswill tendto maximizerevenues
inshortest possibletimeframeevenif comesat the
cost of environmental, demographic and cultural
degradation of Gilgit-Baltistan.

Endnotes
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industry which saw 12% decline in 2008-9.
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provide soft loans to tour companies; http://
www.dailytimes.com.pk/
default.asp?page=2010%5C01%5C05%5Cstory_5-
1-2010 pg5 11
http://www.hunzatimes.com/archives/
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Electricity generation capacity of local water
resource range anywhere between 50,000 MW to
80,000 MW
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Punjab and Sindh province, which has attracted
many international corporations like Procter &
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to US$3 billion by end of 2011; http://
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library/dawn/news/business/09-paki stan-pins-hopes-
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www. nation.com.pk/pakistan-news-newspaper-
daily-english-online/Poalitics/01-Oct-2009/Pak-I tal y-
sign-defence-accord
http://in.reuters.com/article/domesticNews/
idINSIN48201420090415

ENI could use the current pipeline extending from
Turkmenistan to Xinjiang (China) via Kazakhstan
and bring gas to Pakistan and India through the
Karakoram Corridor; http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/
default.asp?page=2009%5C10%5C01%5Cstory _1-
10-2009 pg7_1

Per capita per annum income of Gilgit-Baltistan,
whichislessthan US$ 268 isonefourth of Pakistan's
average; AKRSP socio-economic survey SESNAC
2005

15% male; 3.5% female (World Bank estimates of
1997)
http://news.google.com/
newspapers?id=1301& dat=19800119& id=X
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http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/
default.asp?page=2010%5C01%5C07%5Cstory_7-
1-2010 pgl 5
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/
default.asp?page=2009%5C10%5C23%5Cstory_23-
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http://pk2.mofcom.gov.cn/aarticle/chinanews/
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L ebanization in the broad senseisused to describea
situation when the international community claims
stakes in a particular country followed by
establishing proxy political groups to back their
interestsand struggle to gain power and control over
resources. Political situation pertaining to
factionalization in countrieslike Afghanistan, Somalia
and L ebanon may help understand the concept better.
The term also relates to a situation in which non-
state actors gain considerable influence and power
to affect political processin a country.

So far, only Indonesia has shown interest in
investing in agriculture, coal and mining sector; http:/
/gecanews.wordpress.com/2010/01/06/indonesia-
willing-to-invest-in-gil git-balti stan-agricul ture-sector/
India has strongly objected to presence of Chinese
workersand investment in PoK. Similar reaction may
come from Indiaif investors from other countries
arrive in Gilgit-Baltistan and help Pakistan gain
economic and political leveragein theregion.
http://al aiwah.wordpress.com/tag/gilgit/
http://www.dani el pi pes.org/comments/ 105886

India has strongly objected to Chinese projects in
PoK including Gilgit-Baltistan; http://
www.thai ndian.com/newsportal/south-asia/india-
protests-pakistans-gil git-order-china-aided-dam-
lead 100246251.html

The Author is Misiting Fellow at IDSA. The views
expressed are his personal and not that of IDSA.
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“10killed, 81 hurt in Muzaffarabad blast,
PM announcesaid for Muzaffar abad blast
victims,”

Pakistan Tribune, December 28, 2009

MUZAFFARABAD: At least 10 peoplewerekilled
and 81 injured on Sunday after asuicide bomber blew
himself up at the gate of the Combined Military
Hospitd (CMH) inMuzaffarabad. Meanwhile, Prime
Minister of Azad Kashmir has announced financial
support of Rs.200,000 for thevictims. According to
reports, asuicide bomber blew himself up near CMH
inMuzaffarabad. Pakistani Army reached the scene
after theincident and initiated rescuework. Injured
were shifted tothe CMH. Hospita sourcesconfirmed
that six dead bodies of policemen were brought in.

http://www.paktribune.com/news/index.shtml 7222756

“U.S. Embassy CondemnsTerrorist
Attacksin Muzaffarabad and K arachi,”

December 29, 2009

ISLAMABAD: “The U.S. Embassy in Pakistan
condemns the terrorist attacks targeting innocent
peopl e during Muharram processionson December
27 & 28in Muzaffarabad and Karachi. We extend
our condolencestothevictims familiesand friends,
and to the Pakistani people.”

http://islamabad.usembassy.gov/pr-09122901.html

Magbool Malik, “Naheed may beoffer ed
Governor’'s dot of G-B,”
December 31, 2009

ISLAMABAD: Naheed Khan, former MNA and
political secretary to the assass nated PPP chairperson
Benazir Bhutto, isunlikely to accept party offer for
thedot of thefirst governor of Gilgit-Batistan. “We
don’t need any office. What we expect fromthe party
leadership is to consider our proposals seriously
floated for the betterment of the party,” Senator Dr
Safdar Abbasi, husband of Naheed Khan stated on
December 30.

http://www.nation.com.pk/paki stan-news-newspaper-
daily-english-online/Politics/31-Dec-2009/Naheed-may-
be-offered-Governors-dot-of-GB
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“Decision to appoint woman as GB
governor hailed,”
December 29, 2009

GILGIT: ThePakistan Peopl€ sParty (PPP) women
wing Gilgit-Baltistan chapter wel comed thedecision
to appoint alady governor intheregion. “Weshould
not forget the golden eraof Malika Jawar Khatoon
who ruled Gilgit-Baltistan with sagacity and dignity
centuries ago. She proved the best reformer and
worked for the betterment of the poor by devel oping
agriculture, trade, unity and internal security,” said
Sadia Danish, President, PPP women wing and
member, Gilgit-Baltistan LegidativeAssembly.
http://skardu.wordpress.com/2009/12/31/decision-to-
appoint-woman-as-gh-governor-hailed/

Shabbir Ahmed Mir, “ People of GB
unlikely to accept woman as governor,”
The News, December 28, 2009

GILGIT: Presdent Asf Ali Zardari’ sannouncement
at Naudero on December 27 that awoman would be
appointed asgovernor of Gilgit-Baltistan (GB) has
shocked the people here asit iscontrary to what the
authoritiesinthe PrimeMinigter officehad been gating
for the past coupl e of weeks. On December 24, the
nameof aprominent banker of Gilgit-Baltistan, Sher
Jehan Mir, was repeatedly flashed on various TV
channdsasthelikdy first governor of GB. A number
of newspapersalso carried thereport astheir lead
story thenext day. Sourcesclaimthat Sher Jehan Mir
had held ameeting with the high-upsin |lamabad.
They aso claimthat heislikely to meet the prime
minister inaday or two.

http://www.thenews.com.pk/daily_detail.asp?d=215745

“NA committee voices concern over rigging
in Gilgit, Baltigan assembly polls’

ISLAMABAD: National Assembly (NA) standing
committeeon Kashmir affairsand Gilgit and Batistan
voiced graveconcernover rigging in Gilgit, Baltistan
assembly pollsand urged thegovernment and eection
commission to evolve effective strategy to check
rigginginfuture,

http://www.onlinenews.com.pk/detail s.php?d=156195



“Hunger drove meto thegun: Pakistani
militant,”
December 31, 2009

JAMMU: Pakistani national Tanveer Ahmad, 22,
spokeof how inabidto earnaliving, hewaslured
into militancy, indoctrinated in camps, pushed into
India- only tofind himsdlf in custody of Indian security
forces. Tanveer isuneducated and belongsto apoor
family in Mansherain Muzaffarabad in Pakistan
occupied Kashmir. Hewascaught by thelndianArmy
on November 15, 2009 while attempting to cross
over into the Indian sidefrom the Line of Control
(LoC) inthe Poonch sector.

http://www.thai ndian.com/newsportal /india-news/hunger-
drove-me-to-the-gun-pakistani-militant_100296906.html

Usman Manzoor, “ AJK CJ retirestoday,
unheard, unsung,”
December 31, 2009

ISLAMABAD: TheActing Chief Justice of Azad
Jummu and Kashmir (AJK) High Court, Justice Sardar
Muhammad Nawaz K han retired on December 31,
2009, without being declared the permanent chief
justiceof theAJK HC by the Government of Pakistan
for thelast two-and-a-half years. Justice Muhammad
Nawaz Khan hadfiled apetitioninthe Supreme Court
of Pakistan, a ong with another judge of the superior
court of theAJK, asking the apex court to direct the
government to rectify thewrongscommitted by the
Musharraf regime in the past regarding the AJK
judiciary.
http://www.thenews.com.pk/daily_detail.asp?id=216047

“President Zardari to address solidarity
rally in Mirpur,”
Pakistan Times

MIRPUR: President Pakistan Peoples Party Azad
Kashmir Chaudhry Abdul Majeed stated that
President Asif Ali Zardari will address Pakistan
Solidarity Rally in Mirpur on January 5, 2010. He
further added more than 150,000 Kashmiris will
participatein Pakistan Solidarity Rally.

http://www.paki stantimes.net/pt/detail.php?newsl d=7291
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“ A leaderless nation in mourning,”
(Editorial), Pakistan Daily, December 31, 2009

The terrorist targeting of the 10th Muharram
processionin Karachi somehow was not unexpected.
A similar devastating act of terror had targeted a
Muharram processionin Azad Jammu and Kashmir
on the 9th of Muharram. The attack wasfirst of its
kind for Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJK), which has
not seen such violence before. Interms of suicide
attacks, thiswasthe second timeit occurred inAJK,
thefirst being the attack against aPakistan army truck
inwhichtwo soldierswerekilled.

http://www.daily.pk/a-|eaderl ess-nation-in-mourning-
13753/

“AJK soil to becometerrorists
graveyard,”
December 29, 2009

MUZAFFARABAD: President Azad Jammu and
Kashmir RgjaZulgarnain Khan stated that peopl e of
AX liveinreligiousharmony but terroristswanted
to create panicin theregion through terrorism adding
that Kashmir’s soil will be made a graveyard for
terrorists. Speaking to mediaon December 29 noted
said theinvolvement of foreign handin suicide attack
at Muzaffarabad could not beruled out. Kashmiries
will fail thenefariousdesignsof cowardterrorists. AK
president said that terrorists have selected awrong
s0il for their activitiesbecauseKashmirisarethevictims
of terrorism since centuries and they would face
terroristsvaiantly.

http://news.wateen.com/modul es/news/
article.php?storyid=4259

Imran Mukhtar, “ Demosagainst
M uzaffarabad, K ar achi blasts,”

December 30, 2009

ISLAMABAD: Scores of activists of Shia
organisationswhilecondemningthelnterior Minister's
satement tolimit themourning processonsandraisng
anti-government, anti-Taliban as well as anti-US
dogansheld aprotest demonstration against suicide
blastsin Muzaffarabad and Karachi. Theactivists of
Imamia Students Organisation (1SO), Imamia



Organisation, Majlis Wadhat-e-Muslameen and
Anjuman Jansareen-e-Hussaini gathered in front of
National Press Club to condemn the suicide attacks.

http://www.nation.com.pk/paki stan-news-newspaper-
daily-english-online/Regional /| slamabad/30-Dec-2009/
Demos-agai nst-Muzaffarabad-K arachi-blasts

“AJK PM termsblast asbid to promote
sectarianism”

MUZAFFARABAD: PrimeMinister of Azad Jammu
and Kashmir RgjaMuhammad Farooq Haider while
condemning the suicide blast in Muzaffarabad and
Karachi and expressing sympathy to the bereaved
familiesstated that the blast wasan attempt to promote
sectarianism in AJK. Presiding over a high level
mesting held to discussthelaw and order Situationin
AJK, theAJK PM commended theway Ulemaand
civil society cooperated after the deadly attack. He
directed the law enforcement agencies to take
emergency stepsto curb thismenace. Negligencethat
risks the lives of people will not be tolerated, he
warned.

http://www.sananews.com.pk/english/2009/12/30/ajk-pm-
terms-bl ast-as-bid-to-promote-sectarianism/

“AJK President for better treatment of
blast victims”
December 30, 2009

MUZAFFARABAD: Presdent Azad Kashmir while
vigting thosewhorecaivedinjuriesinthesuicideattack
assured that theinjured would be provided with full
medica treetment. CMH commanding officer briefed
the president regarding the treatment of theinjured
including the children who also received multiple
injuries in the blast. The president directed the
Commanding Officer CMH to ensurebetter trestment
of theinjured either in Pakistan or to transfer them
abroad. Education Minister Noreen Arif also
accompanied the president.

http://www.sananews.com.pk/english/2009/12/30/aj k-
president-for-better-treatment-of -bl ast-victims/
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Tarig Nagash, “ Demosheld in PaK”
Rising Kashmir, December 26, 2009

MUZAFFARABAD: Asking the ruling Pakistan
Peoples Party todess fromingdling“ puppet regime’
in Gilgit-Baltistan (GB), the activists of nationalist
Kashmiri groupsstaged ademonstration on December
26 to protest the killing of ateenaged student and
alleged rigging in the by-election. The activists of
Kashmir National Party (KNP), National Lawyers
Forum (NLF), National Students Federation (NSF)
and Balawaristan Nationa Front (BNF) took out the
demonstration. Theprocess on marched from Upper
Addaand culminated outsidethelocal pressclub.
Thebannersreed, “ Stateterrorism by Pakistani forces
indigtrict Ghizer isunacceptable.”

http://www.risingkashmir.com/
index.phpoption=com_content& task=view& id=19441& Itemid=1

“Welcoming EU declaration on Gilgit
Baltistan”

Mumtaz K han executive Director of Center for Peace
and democracy hascaled EU Declaration, awelcome
initiative taken by EU MPson Gilgit Batistan. The
declaration calls Pakistanto givefull representative
systemin Gilgit Baltistan, and asking its President to
minimize the aid to Pakistan unlessit dismantles
terroristinfrastructure. The EU declaration expressed
dissatisfaction over the so-called Gilgit Batistan self-
governance package that Pakistan government has
promulgated recently; and held sham electionsto
impose their nominees. Mr. Khan said that EU
declaration endorsed widely held views of local
population that rejected the package and called it
conspiracy againg theidentity of Gilgit Baltistan.
http://bal awaristantimes.bl ogspot.com/2009/12/

wel coming-eu-decl aration-on-gilgit.html

Tarig Nagash “ Gander bal woman isPoK
Deputy Speaker”
Rising Kashmir, December 24, 2009

MUZAFFARABAD: Mehrun Nisa hailing from
Ganderbd digtrict of Kashmir becamethefirst femae
deputy speaker of PoK Legidative Assembly on
December 24. Shewas el ected to the post of deputy
speaker by aclear majority. Nisaof ruling Peoples
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Conference bagged 28 votes in the currently 48-
member house and defeated M ohammad Hanif Awan
of PeoplesParty (PPAJK) who wasfielded asajoint
candidate by the combined opposition.

http://www.risingkashmir.com/
index php?option=com_content& tesk=view&i0=19380& Itemid=1

“Gilani orderswork on Diamer-Bhasha
dam to be expedited,”
Daily Times, December 24, 2009

ISLAMABAD: PrimeMinister Yousaf RazaGilani
on December 24 formed acommitteeto resolveall
impedimentsde aying the construction of the Diamer-
Bhashadam. Thecommittee—conssting of ministers
for Water and Power, Kashmir and Gilgit-Baltistan,
Information, Labour and Manpower and Inter-
Provincia Coordination and the Deputy Chairman of
the Planning Commission —have been tasked with
resolving al outstandingissueswith stakeholdersand
develop a broader consensus on the project. The
primeminister wasinformed thet thedamwould usher
in anew eraof socio-economic development for
Gilgit-Bdtistan and K ohistan areasthrough massive
investment and would create thousands of
employment opportunitiesfor theloca population.

http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/
default.asp?page=2009%5C12%5C24%5Cstory _24-12-
2009 pg7_14

“ Government and opposition criticize
rehabilitation processin AJK,”
Pakistan Christian Post, December 23, 2009

MUZAFFARABAD: The government and major
political parties in Azad Jammu and Kashmir
unanimoudly asked government of Pekistantoredress
the resentment of the people on the failures of
rehabilitation process in earthquake hit areas.
“Islamabad based and controlled Earthquake
Recongruction and Rehabilitation Authority (ERRA)
hasentirdly failed to accomplish thetask of rebuilding
of the areas after wasting more than four yearsand
hugefundson luxuriousvehiclesand lavish persona
earningsby government officias’.

http://www.paki stanchristianpost.com/
headlinenewsd.php?hnewsid=1603
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“AJK monitoring cell declared void,”
Pakistan Tribune, December 23, 2009

ISLAMABAD: The senior most judge of the
Supreme Court of AKX inanunprecedented decision,
declared the monitoring cell’ creeted by theAXK chief
justiceasuncongtitutional. Heheld thiswhilepassing
anorder after hearingacaseof collecting examination
and registration fee from the students of the quake-
hit areas. Explaining the difference between the
monitoring cell ordered by the Supreme Court of
PakistaninitsNRO verdict and that in AJK, one of
the senior congtitutional office-holdersof AJK noted
that themonitoring cell proposed by the SC of Pakistan
wasapogtivething asit would monitor thefunctioning
of the courts and not of the executive while the
monitoring cell established in AJK was directly
monitoring the executive, which by no meanscould
beallowed.

http://www.paktribune.com/news/index.shtml 7222652

“PEMRA extendsjurisdiction toAJK,”
Daily Mail, December 24, 2009

MIRPUR: Pakistan Electronic Media Regulatory
(PEMRA) on December 23 has extended its
jurisdictiontoAzad Jammu Kashmir inorder toensure
theworking of thelocal el ectronic mediaincluding
FM radio and Satellite TV channels and the cable
operatorsin line with the code of ethics set by the
authority. The PEMRA hasset upitsofficein Mirpur
to operate in AJK, Regional General Manager,
PEMRA AJK, Shamim Gul Durrani stated on
December 23. He said that to ensure the extension
and enforcement of PEMRA'sjurisdiction, theAJK
Council hasformally adapted the PEMRA ordinance.
Dr. Abdul Jabbar, Executive Member, PEMRA
formally inaugurated Regiond Office.

http://dailymailnews.com/1209/24/Brief/Brief3.php

“Gilani and Fazl discuss GB cabinet
formation,”

Daily Times, December 23, 2009

ISLAMABAD: Jamiat Ulema-e-|dam-Fazl’s chief
Fazlur Rehman called on PrimeMinister Yousaf Raza
Gilani at the PM’sHouse on December 22 as part of
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aconsultation processfor theformation of acabinet
in Gilgit-Baltistan. JUI-F spokesman Amjad Khan
stated that the meeting was part of a consultation
process between thetwo coalition partnersfor power-
sharing in Gilgit-Baltistan. He said consultationis
underway and if the government accepted the JUI -
F'sdemands, it would definitely join the coalition
government there,

http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/
default.agp?page=2009%5C12%5C23%5Cstory_23-12-
2009 _pg7_37

Shabir Choudhry, “ Another Kashmiri
abducted by Pakistani secret agency,”
December 16, 2009

LONDON: It looksthat Pakistani secret agencies
havedecidedto crush activitiesof Kashmiri dissdents
in Azad Kashmir or more appropriately Pakistani
Occupied Kashmir, areaunder their control since
1947. Another young Kashmiri Kabeer Shah hasbeen
abducted from Athmagaam three days ago, and no
one knows hiswhere about.

Four Kashmiri youthswere abducted by 1SI Lt Col
Hamzafrom Muzaffarabad about four weeksago and
wereonly released after amassive campaign for their
releasein Muzaffarabad and close coordination and
support of Asan Human RightsCommission and other
humanrightsgroups.

Pranab Dhal Samanta, “ Pakistan’srolein
missing PoK youths sparks protests,”
December 22, 2009

New Delhi Indiaiswatching with concernincidents
of alleged abduction and people disappearing in
Pakistan Occupied Kashmir over the past few weeks
which point to theinvolvement of Pakistani military
officidsandthelSl evenaslocd paliticd partieshave
stepped up protestsinthe area. After Lt Col Hamza
picked up four young men in the last week of
November 2009, another youth went missing afew
days ago. This has lead to unrest among locals.
Followingthefirgincident, localsrallied around human
rightsorganizationsand managed to securethereturn
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of the four young men who claimed to have been
tortured in custody.

http://www.kashmirlive.com/story/Pakistans-role-in-
missing-PoK -youths-sparks-protests/557619.html

“Chief Minister Gilgit Baltistan
administered Oath by Governor,”
Hunza Times, December 11, 2009

Governor Gilgit Baltistan, Qamar Zaman Kaira
administered oath to thefirst Chief Minister of Gilgit
Baltistan, Syed Mehdi Shahinaceremony held on
December 11 in the Legislative Assembly. The
ceremony was attended by leaders of Pakistan
Peoples Party, members of Legislative Assembly,
senior civil, military andjudiciary officids.
http://www.hunzatimes.com/archives/3903

“Bureaucracy stalls $800m hydel
project,”
Pakistan Defence Forum

ISLAMABAD: Amidacontroversy over expensive
rental power projects, a $800 million foreign
investment for cheap hydroel ectric power generation
is unlikely to materialise mainly because of
bureaucratic wrangling, despitefull support extended
by federal and Azad Kashmir governments. This
comesa atimewhen thefederd governmentisfinding
itdifficult to lureforeigninvestment to meet growing
energy shortfallsandisapproaching world capitalsto
secure suppliesof oil, natural gasand liquefied gas
for power generation a much higher prices, involving
massive outflow of foreign exchange. Background
interviewsand official documentssuggest that after
pursuing the 500-MW Mahl power project at home
and abroad for almost four years now, the process
“ has been stopped altogether.’

http://www.def ence.pk/forums/economy-devel opment/
42101-bureaucracy-stalls-800m-hydel -project.html
Khaleeg Kiani, “Ministriestry to twist
out of AJK dam row,”

Dawn, December 22, 2009

ISLAMABAD: Thefederd government wasshocked
onMonday over theunfolding of adiplomaticfiasco
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arigngout of acontroversy betweentheAzad Kashmir
government and state-owned companies of South
Koreaover the $800 million hydropower project on
River Jhelum. Two federd ministriesgot themselves
absolved of theresponsibility and passed theblame
onto the bureaucracy in Azad Kashmir for stalling
the 500-megawatt hydropower project. Theaction
cameinresponseto astory, ‘ Bureaucracy stalls$800
millionhydd project’ publishedin DawnonDecember
21, 2009.

http://www.dawn.com/wps/wcm/connect/dawn-content-
library/dawn/the-newspaper/front-page/ministries-try-to-
wriggle-out-of-g k-dam-row-229

“AJK Council’sbudget presented,”
The Nation, December 16, 2009

ISLAMABAD: Minigter for Kashmir Affairs Qamar
Zaman Kaira on December 15 presented AJK
Council’sbdanced budget of Rs6755.55 millionfor
financial year 2009-10. He also presented revised
estimates of Rs5000.127 million for theyear 2008-
09. Presenting current year’s budget, the minister
proposed revenue receipts target of Rs6755.555
millionfor thisfinancial year. Thistarget includes
Rs3850 million from Income Tax collection out of
which 80% will betransferred toAJK government.
http://www.nation.com.pk/paki stan-news-newspaper-

daily-english-online/Politicy/ 16-Dec-2009/A JK -Councils-
budget-presented

“AJK PM urgespartiesto play roleto end
terror”

ISLAMABAD: AXK PrimeMinister Farooq Haider
urged the political and religiouspartiesand thecivil
society to play their roleto eradicate terrorism and
politicsof violencefrom the country. Theterrorists
have bathed the country with blood, childrenarebeing
killed, mosqueare being attacked, and uncertainty is
prevailing thereforeitisimperativefor al partiesto
play their roleto end terrorism from the country. He
was addressing Academic Excellence Award
Ceremony organized by the Read Foundation.

http://ww.sananews.com.pk/english/2009/12/08/ajk-pm-
urges-parties-to-play-role-to-end-terror/
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“GB €elections plagued with
irregularities, says report,”
Weekly Baang Karachi, December 3, 2009

ISLAMABAD: A civil society organizationinitsreport
noted that government interference, weak
adminigration, procedurd irregularitiesand erroneous
voter ligscharacterized the Gilgit-Batistan polls. The
report whichisbased on preliminary findingsand pre-
€l ection analysishasbeen compiled by the Freeand
Fair Election Network (Fafen). It says significant
changeswill benecessary for futuredectionsin Gilgit-
Baltistan to meet nationd andinternational standards.
Thereport said that despitelegal restrictionsonthe
use of state resources in favour of a party or a
candidatein any election, functionariesof thefedera
government, including the primeminister and more
than 10 ministers, not only campaigned for the
People’s Party but also used state resources and
authority to make policy decisions that had
cons derableimplication. Promisesof devel opment
funds and schemes, incentives to government
employees, and announcement of administrativeup-
gradation of remote areas boosted the chances of
candidatesfielded by PPP.

http://weeklybaang.bl ogspot.com/2009/12/weekly-baang-
karachi-volume-02-issue-38_03.html

Sayed Abid Hussain Shah, “ President to
inaugurate M angla Dam Raising Project,”
The News, December 2, 2009

MIRPUR: Presdent Asf Ali Zardari wouldinaugurate
Mangla Dam Raising Project. Thiswas stated by
President PPPA zad Jammu and Kashmir, Chaudhry
Abdul Majeed on December 1. Chairman Azad
Jammu and Kashmir Human Rights Commission,
Humayun Zaman Mirzaand other |leaderswereaso
present on the occasion. Majeed said that the
president will also announce someimportant projects
in Mirpur like Benazir Bhutto Shaheed Medical
College, internationa airport, dry port, cadet college
and heavy industrial complex to eliminate
unemployment fromAzad Jammu and Kashmir.

http://www.thenews.com.pk/daily_detail.asp?id=211177
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“Ali Razacallson AJK PM in Isamabad,”
Kashmir Watch, December 2, 2009

ISLAMABAD: EU based prominent Kashmiri leader
and Chairman International Council for Human
Deve opment (ICHD), Ali Raza Syed briefed theAzad
Kashmir Prime Minister RajaFarooq Haider about
the current devel opments on Kashmir issuein the
European countries. Ali Razais aso President of
Advisory Council is working in Belgium, the
headquarter of European Union and EU parliament.

http://www.kashmirwatch.com/
showheadlines.php?subaction=showfull &id=1259787973
&archive=& start_from=& ucat=1& varOnews=va ueOnews

“United Jehad Council reects quiet
dialogue on Kashmir,”

Sindh Today, December 1, 2009

SRINAGAR: The United Jehad Council (UJC), a
conglomerate of guerrillaoutfitsbased in Pakistani

Kashmir, hasrejected the proposed “ quiet dialogue”

between the Indian government and Kashmiri

separatist leaders. Inaninterview, Syed Sallahuddin,
the Muzaffarabad-based chief of Hizbul Mujahideen
and theman who headsthe UJC noted, “Dialogueat
any level should include all the stakeholdersinthe
Kashmir dispute.”

http://www.sindhtoday.net/news/1/77168.htm

“PML-N, PML-Q join handsin Gilgit,”
December 1, 2009

GILGIT-BALTISTAN: PakistanMudlim League-N
(PML-N) and Pakistan Muslim League-Q (PML-
Q) joined hands against potential government of
Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP). The decision was
taken during a meeting of PML-Q leader Mirza
Hussain and Bashir Ahmed and PML-N Gilgit
President, Hafiz Hafeez-ur-Rehman. Thetwo parties
also decided to bring joint candidates on 9 seats
allocated for women and technocratsin the Gilgit-
Baltistan LegidativeAssembly andto play roleof a
joint opposition.

http://www.samaa.tv/News15066-

PMLN_PMLQ join_hands in_Gilgit.aspx
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“PPP’s carrot & stick policy”,

(Editorial) Weekly Baang Karachi,
December 1, 2009

Reportsfrom variouspartsof Gilgit-Bdtiganindicate
that peoplein the region were made to understand
twothingsbeforetheeectionsto the Gilgit-Baltistan
LegidativeAssembly on November 12, 2009. firgt, if
the peopleof theregion did not votefor the candidates
of theruling Pakistan People s Party (PPP), not only
implementation of the Gil git-Batistan SAf-Governance
Order 2009 announced by PrimeMinister Gilani on
August 29, 2009 will be put on hold but also the
burden of federal taxeswould be put ontheresidents
of theregion. Theruling PPP had planned large-scale
rigging beforeand during the el ectionsto achieveits
desiredresults.

http://weeklybaang.bl ogspot.com/2009/12/weekly-baang-
karachi-volume-02-issue-36.html

“Public service policy to be pursued in
Gilgit-Baltistan: PM,”

Associated Press of Pakistan, December 19,
2009

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Syed Yusuf Raza
Gilani on December 19 said Pakistan PeoplesParty’s
government has a history of carrying forward the
agendaof peopleservice, and hopedthiscouldremain
thecornerstoneof theparty’ sfuturepoliciesin Gilgit-
Baltigtan. Talkingto Syed Mehdi Shah, Chief Minister
Gilgit-Baltistan at PM House, the Prime minister
congratul ated him on assuming the office and hoped
that under his ableleadership the people of Gilgit-
Baltistan would witnessanew eraof development
and prosperity. Hesaid the unanimousd ection of PPP
candidatesin Gilgit- Baltistanisareflection of the
government’sfirm commitment towards political
reconciliation and politicsof consensus.

http://ftp.app.com.pk/en_/
index.phpoption=com_content& task=view& id=92218& Itemid=1

“AJK President, PM call on Wattoo,”
December 18, 2009

ISLAMABAD: PresdentAK RgaZulgarnainKhan
aongwith PrimeMinister AJK RajaFarooq Haider
paid acourtesy cal on Minister for Kashmir Affairs
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and Northern Areas Mian Manzoor Ahmad Wattoo
hereat MinistersColony on Thursday. They remained
with the minister for about one hour and discussed
matters of mutual interest particularly the matters
relating to budget of AJK Council. Chief Secretary
AJK Khalid Sultan was & so present on the occasion.

http://www.sananews.com.pk/english/2009/12/18/ajk-
president-pm-call-on-wattoo/

“No trust motion against AJK assembly’s
Deputy Speaker,”
Dawn, December 16, 2009

MUZAFFARABAD: A ‘no confidence’ motion
against Deputy Speaker AK LegidativeAssembly,
Sdim Butt wassubmittedin the A ssembly Secretariat
on December 16. According to official sources, the
‘no trust’ motion was submitted by the Muslim
Conference'slegidator ShamimAli Mdik. Requistion
for asession of theAJK Legislative Assembly was
also submitted in the Assembly Secretariat with
signaturesof 19 assembly members.

http://www.dawn.com/wps/wcm/connect/dawn-content-

library/dawn/news/paki stan/04-no-trust-moti on-agai nst-
g k-assembly-deputy-speaker-gs-05

Irfan Ghauri, “Portfolios of 3 federal
ministers changed,”
Daily Times, December 16, 2009

ISLAMABAD: PrimeMinister Yousaf RazaGilani
changed the portfoliosof threefederal ministersand
took two ministries under his own control on
December 15. According to a Cabinet Division
notification, Mian Manzoor Ahmed Weattoo was
appointed Minister for Kashmir Affairsand Gilgit-
Baltistan.

http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/
default.asp?page=2009%5C12%5C16%5Cstory _16-12-
2009 pgl 2

“44th session of AJK Council summoned
on Dec 19,7

The Nation, December 14, 2009

PrimeMinister Yousuf RazaGilani in hiscapacity as

the Chairman Azad Jammu and Kashmir Council
summoned the 44th session (Budget session 2009-
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10) on December 19. Thefirst sitting of the session
of AJK Council would beheld on December 15 under
the chairmanship of the Vice Chairman of Council,
President of AJK RajaZulgarnain Khan stated. The
first sitting of the session will be adjourned after
presentation of the budget by the Minister Incharge,
AJ Council Secretariat, Federal Minister for
Kashmir Affairsand Gilgit Baltistan.

http://www.nation.com.pk/paki stan-news-newspaper-
daily-english-online/Politics/14-Dec-2009/44th-sessi on-
of-AJK-Council-summoned-on-Dec-19

Hameed Shaheen, “ Zardari toannounce
mega projectsin AJK,”
Pakistan Observer, December 13, 2009

ISLAMABAD: One of thethreelong outstanding
demandsof thewealthy Mirpuristo declare Mirpur
asexport-processing zonemay soon materidizewhen
PresdentAsf Ali Zardari vistsMirpur on January 7,
2009. On party invitation the President isvisiting
Mirpur whose coreworking populationresidesinthe
United Kingdom since past five decades, earning
vauableforeign exchange dumped unused in banks/
financid ingtitutions. Pakistan PeoplesParty -AJK is
bracing briskly to accord awarm welcometo their
Co-chairpersonon January 7, 2009right fromMangla
Bridge onward to the heart of Mirpur city, party
sourcesnoted. INAJK, Mirpur istheonly city having
all weather road networkswith Punjab - afacility-
cum-opportunity to attract overseasMirpuristoinvest
back homeinindustry and commercia units.

http://pakobserver.net/200912/13/news/topstoriesl?.asp

“Zardari to be given warm welcome on
hisAJK visit: Zulgarnain”

MUZAFFARABAD: President of Azad Jammu and
Kashmir Raja Zulgarnain Khan while lauding
President Asif Ali Zardari’supcoming visit to AJK
has said that rousing welcome would be given to
Zardari on January 5. While speaking to delegates
on Thursday hesaid Kashmirisare enthusi astic about
the schedulevisit of President of Pakistan and have
pinned high expectationswith thehopeof revol utionary
development packagefor Azad Kashmir.

http://www.sananews.com.pk/english/2009/12/25/zardari-
to-be-given-warm-wel come-on-his-gjk-visit-zulgarnain/

15



ljaz Kakakhel, “ Govt plansestablishment
of ARI to enhancefood security,”
Daily Times, December 13, 2009

ISLAMABAD: Toimprovefarmincomeand enhance
productivity and quality of main crops, fruits,
vegetables, cereals, forages, herbsand pulses, the
government has planned to establish “ Agriculture
Research Ingtitute (ARI), Muzaffarabad, with cost of
Rs994.821 million assourcesinthe ministry of food
and agriculture stated.

http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/
default.asp?page=2009%5C12%5C13%5Cstory_13-12-
2009_pg5_14
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Sayed Abid Hussain, “ Expat Kashmiris
urgedtoinvest in AJK,”
The News, December 12, 2009

MIRPUR: Thevisiting Mayor of Halifax, UK Ch.
Arshad Mahmood stated that despite the negative
propagandaagaingt Mudimsby theanti-Idamforces,
the British government was positively treating on
equality basisitsMudim citizensincluding the UK -
based Pakistani and Kashmiri expatriates. Former
President, Federation of Pakistan Chambers of
Commerce& Industry, Ch. Muhammad Saeed, who
alsoistheHonorary British Consul inAJK, invited
the Pakistani and Kashmiri Diagporain Britaintoinvest
in the trade and industrial sector of AJK while
addressing the ceremony.

http://www.thenews.com.pk/daily_detail.asp?d=212887

AdityaV Singh, “ J-K tradersrefuse PoK
items, trade suspended,”
Indian Express, December 29, 2009

JAMMU: Traders in Jammu and Kashmir have
refused to accept any tradeitem from the other side
of the border, following aban on export of moong
dal from Pakistan occupied Kashmir (PoK). Asa
result, the cross LoC-trade on both the routes —
Poonch-Rawal akote and Uri-Muzaffarabad — has
been suspended for theweek, official sourcesstated.
Tradeofficia son both sides of Poonch-Rawalakote
route held ameeting at the Zero Lineonthecrossing
point at LoC in Chakan-da-Bagh in Poonch on
December 28. The talks, however, remained
inconclusive,
http://www.indianexpress.com/news/jk-traders-refuse-
pok-items-trade-suspended/560900/0

Shujaat Bukhari, “NoLoC tradefrom
December 29, say frustrated
businessmen,”

The Hindu, December 26, 2009

On the heels of athreat from traders in Rajouri-
Poonch to suspend business across Line of
Control(LoC), their counterpartsfrom the Srinagar-
Muzaffarabad sector have a so said they will notjoin
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thetradeactivity from December 29. Traderson both
sideshave accused Indiaand Pakistan of not being
serious in pushing the process ahead, saying
restrictionsdefeat thebasicideaof trading. Thetrade
onthe Poonch-Rawlakot Side, whichtouched dl-time
high of Rs. 8 crore on asingle day, has since gone
downtoRs. 1.5 crore.

http://beta.thehindu.com/news/states/other-states/
articler1035.ece

“Trans-LoC trade crosses Rs70 million,”
The Nation, December 22, 2009

MIRPUR: For the second time, cross-LoC trade
between Azad Jammu and Kashmir and Indian
occupied Jammu & Kashmir till stipulated timeon
theofficially fixed days crossed thefigure of Rs 70
million on Poonch-Rawlakot route through Chakan-
da-Bagh- Taitrinote entry point according to official
sources. Thetradeworth Rs37.8 million (3.78 crore)
was conducted through Chakan-Da-Bagh whileon
December 22, the exchange of tradewasvalued at
Rs33million (3.30 crore).

http://www.nation.com.pk/paki stan-news-newspaper-
daily-english-online/Business/22-Dec-2009/TransLoC-
trade-crosses-Rs70-million

Shujaat Bukhari, “ TradealongLoC
recordsaslump,”
The Hindu, December 19, 2009

Till recently thetrade on thisroute wasabig success
story. But the past few weeks have seen asignificant
slump, asit went downto alittleover Rs.1.5 crore
from awhopping Rs. 8 crore at one point of time.
The reason— Pakistan has banned export of moong
dd (pulses) which provedto beaboontotrade. The
merchants on this side have threatened to suspend
thetradeif moong da and other itemsarenot alowed.

Unlikethelow trade on the Srinagar-M uzaffarabad
route, the Chakan Da Bagh crossing point had
witnessed brisk activity sincethelaunch of thecross
Line of Control trade on October 21, 2008.
However, the main trade centre at Rangad is till
without proper power supply, X-ray and weighing
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facility. But the custom and immigration centreis
equipped with state-of -the-art facilities.

http://beta.thehindu.com/news/national/arti cle67454.ece

“Rs 8 bn being released for rehabilitation
Packagefor Mangla Dam affectees,”

Associated Press of Pakistan, December 14,
2009

ISLAMABAD: TheFinanceDivisonwouldrelease
Rs8hillionfor rehabilitation of those affected by the
Mangla Dam expansion project. Thedecisionwas
takeninameetingamong Minister for Kashmir Affairs
and Gilgit-Bdtistan, Qamar Zaman KairaMinister for
Water and Power RajaPervaiz Ashraf and Minister
for Finance Shaukat Tarin. TheMinistersfor Kashmir
Affairsand Water and Power requested the Finance
Minster for early release of Rs 8 hillion so that
rehabilitation process of the affected people can be
expedited. Finance Minister Shaukat Tarin directed
thehigh upsof hisministry for immediate rel ease of
therequired amount.

http://www.app.com.pk/en_/
index.phpoption=com_content& task=view&id=91881& Itemid=1
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“BNF chief tells House of Commons
Pakistan again cheated GB,”
Weekly Baang Karachi, December 22-28, 2009

LONDON: The drama of giving a packageto the
peopleof Gilgit-Baltistan and the PPPgovernment’s
holding of the recent elections in the region has
exposed Pakistan’ sduplicity and cheat inthewhole
world. The Pakistani rulers prepared the so-called
package under the supervision of afederal minister,
Qamar Zaman Kaira, keeping all powers with
themselvesand then staged the dramacof thed ections
for their own vested interest by violating the UNCIP
resolutions. Theseviewswereexpressed by Chairman
Balawaristan National Front (BNF) Abdul Hamid
Khanin hispresentation to the House of Commons
inLondon. He said the government of Pakistan had
completely kept the people of Gilgit-Batistaninthe
dark while preparing the package. It a so kept them
away fromthee ection process. Partiesfrom Karachi,
L ahore, Larkanaand Peshawar were brought in and
provided withdl sortsof facilitiesfor interferinginthe
elections. Millions of rupeeswere a so distributed
among the votersto rig the elections. On the other
hand, leaders and activists of the only nationalist
parties, Gilgit Batistan DemocraticAllianceconsggting
of Balawaristan Nationd Front, Karakoram National
Moment and Gilgit Baltistan United Moment were
put behind bars or expelled from the region on
October 30 and November 1 so that they could not
take partinthepollson Nov 12.” Pakistan Peopl€e's
Party (PPP) and secret agencies used all types of
strong-armtacticsincluding threstsand stateresources
against the candidatesof GBDA,” henoted.

http://weeklybaang.bl ogspot.com/2009/12/weekly-baang-
karachi-volume-02-issue-43_20.html

“European Parliament raises serious
concerns over Pak’s proxy rulein Gilgit-
Baltistan,”

Asian News International (ANI), December 18,
2009

BRUSSEL S: The European Parliament, whileraising
seriousconcernsover theway inwhich Gilgit-Batistan
isbeing administered by Pakistan, hastabled awritten
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declaration on the threat facing the region from
Idamabad. Thedraft, which hasbeen counter signed
by e ght membersof the European Parliament, stated
that the European Union (EU) is concerned about
the developmentsin SouthAsia, particularly Pakistan.
“Whereas concerning Pakistanthe EU isparticularly
worried about Gilgit Baltistan apart of the state of
Jammu

http://www.encyclopedia.com/doc/1G1-214756999.html

Hameed Shaheen, “ European Parliament’s
‘novel’ declaration on GB,”

Kashmir Watch, December 18, 2009

ISLAMABAD: In an unprecedented move in its
Strasbourg meeting on December 16 the European
parliament adopted a‘ novel’ declaration on Gilgit
Baltistan (GB). Thewritten declaration adopted by
the parliament on theinitiative of itseight members
describestherecent adminigrativereformsas' threat’
toGilgit Batistan.

http://www.kashmirwatch.com/

showexdusivesphpaubedion—showfull & id=12611664%4& archive=&
start_from=& ucat=15& var1lnews=valuelnews

MurtazaAli Shah, “ UK refusing spouse
visasfromAJK,”

The News, December 25, 2009

LONDON: TheBritishHigh Commission (BHC) in
| amabad has been accused of refusing hundreds of
legitimatespousevisaagpplicationsfromAzad Kashmir
on the basis of confusion created by the recently-
changed Nikah formsinAzad Kashmir. TheBHC
hasrecently started refusing applicantswith marriage
certificatesissued in theAJK en bloc onthe basis
that those certificatesdo not provethat avaid marriage
has been contracted.

http://www.thenews.com.pk/daily_detail.asp?id=215292

Shabir Choudhry, “Protest against ISl in
M uzaffarabad,”
December 7, 2009

LONDON: People of Muzaffarabad today once
again protested against clandestine activities of
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Pakistani secret agency | SI which kidnapped four
Kashmirisfrom the city about two weeksago. One
of thefour wasrel eased after many days of torture
and inhuman treatment, but theremaining threeare
till kept in asecret location by thel Sl. Peopleof the
city have been holding protest marches since the
kidnapping of these people.

These people were taken by the ISl from alocal
police station where they were kept for some
guestioning. People of the area demand that the
detainees should be released without any delay
otherwisethey will have no choice but to continue
thelr protests and exposeinjustice of the Pakistani
agencies.

“Link aid to Pak with effort in checking
terror: European parliament,”
Indian Express, December 20, 2009

LONDON: The European Parliament has asked
member nationsto minimisefinancia aid to Pakistan
until it successfully eradicates terrorist groups
functioningfromitssoil. Theparliament a so expressed
concernover thestuationin Gilgit Baltistan and asked
Pakistanto “givefull representative democracy and
freedomto the people of Gilgit Baltistanand holdin
abeyance the Empowerment and Self-Governance
Order 2009.” A written declaration onthe* Thregt to
Gilgit Baltistan from Pakistan’, signed by eight
membersand supported by the Parliament, asksthe
Pakistan government to dlow international mediaand
rightsgroupsfreeaccesstotheregion.
http://www.expressi ndia.com/l atest-news/Link-aid-to-Pak-
with-effort-in-checking-terror—Europe-parliament/
556767/
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Other Developments

“AJK President, PM to attend education
moot on Jan 6”

MUZAFFARABAD: Azad Kashmir President Raja
Zulgarnainand PrimeMinister RgaFarooq Haider Khan
would attend the schedul ed conference aimed at bol ster
the education in the area. The conference “ Kashmir
Information and Research Center” will beorganized by
an NGO and scheduled to be held on January 6, 2010.

http://www.sananews.com.pk/english/2009/12/25/ajk-
president-pm-to-attend-education-moot-on-jan-6/

“Erradeputy chairman visits SPAPEV
office,”

The News, December 24, 2009

ISLAMABAD: Earthquake Reconstruction and
Rehabilitation Authority (Erra) Deputy Chairman
Lieutenant General Sgjjad Akram on December 23
visited the Saudi Public Assistance for Pakistan
Earthquake Victims (SPAPEV) officesand appreciated
theroleof the organisation’srelief, rehabilitation and
recongtruction projectsbeing carried out in the October
8, 2005 earthquake-hit areas in Azad Jammu and
Kashmir and the NWFP. The ErraDeputy Chairman
said Pakistan attached great importanceto itsrelations
with Saudi Arabia, asit had always helped in hour of
trial. Hecommended therole of Saudi Arabia, itspeople
andthe SPAPEV inthereconstruction and rehabilitation
of the earthquake-hit areas.

http://www.thenews.com.pk/print1.asp?d=215033

“Erraokaysreconstruction of 20-km road
in Battagram,”
The News, December 23, 2009

ISLAMABAD: The Earthquake Reconstruction and
Rehabilitation Authority (Erra) board approved the
reconstruction of 20-kilometre Kund-BannaRoad in
Battagram. The meeting washeld in |dlamabad under
thechairmanship of Altaf Muhammad Saleemwiththe
board membersand representatives of governments of
Azad Kashmir and NWFP. The Erra board also
approved PC-I for restoration of Pesco services
damaged during 2005 earthquake.

http://www.thenews.com.pk/daily_detail.asp?d=214895
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(Other Developments continued after Abbreviations)

ABBREVIATIONS

AJKHEB Azad Jammu and Kashmir
Hydro Electric Board

AJK Azad Jammu & Kashmir

APHC All Parties Hurriyat
Conference

BNF Balawaristan National Front

CBM Confidence Building Measures

CDP Community Development
Programme

FATA Federally Administered Tribal
Areas

FBR Federal Board of Revenue

GBDA Gilgit-Baltistan Democratic
Alliance

GBUM Gilgit Baltistan United
Movement

I1SI Inter Services Intelligence

JIAJK Jamaat-e-Islami Azad Jammu
& Kashmir

KAC Kashmiri American Council

KKH Karakoram Highway

KNM Karakoram National
Movement

LoC Line of Control

NLI Northern Light Infantry

NALA Northern Areas Legislative
Assembly

NAEDC Northern Areas Executive
Development Committee

NWFP North West Frontier Province

PoK Pakistan Occupied Kashmir

POGB Pakistan occupied Gilgit
Baltistan

PPP Pakistan Peoples’ Party

uJc United Jihad Council

WAPDA Water and Power

Development Authority
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Pakistan Occupied Jammu & Kashmir
(PoK): An Overview

Pakistan occupied Jammu & Kashmir (PoK) is
congtitutionally anintegral part of theIndian Union
and remai nsunder Pakistani occupation since 19477,
when Pakistan’sArmy engineered atribal invasion
and took control of more than 114,500 square
kilometers of J& K. Pakistan declared its occupied
partas‘Azad or freeand conferred to J& K Mudlim
Conference, apro-Pakistani local political party, to
condituteitsfirg titular government.

Subsequent to occupation, Pakistan embarked onthe
agenda of usurping J& K. First to be annexed was
Gilgit-Bdtistan, which went under the direct control
of Pakistanin 1949, astheleadersof AJK Muslim
Conferencewereforced to hand over theseregions
of J&K throughthe‘Karachi Agreement’. Likewise,
Shinaki Kohistan and Chitral, which condtituted parts
of Jammu & Kashmir beforeitspartitionin 1947,
were also annexed and merged into the NWFP of
Pakistanin 1955 and 1970 respectively. L ater, when
Pakistan and Chinaagreed to demarcate ' internationd
border’ in 1963, Pakistan provisionaly ceded 19,313
sg. kilometers of trans-Karakoram track of J&K
including the segment of Baltistan known as
‘Shaksgam’ and part of Gilgit called ‘ Raskam’ to
China?

Sdient features of PoK areasunder:

Total Area of PoK (under the current form):
85,793 0. kilometer

Administrative Divisions: Two, namely Mirpur-
Muzaffarabad (referred to asAzad Jammu & Kashmir
or AJK by Pakistan) and Federally Administered
Gilgit-Batistan (FAGB).

Area ceded to China by Pakistan: 19,313 sq.
kilometer

Areaof Chitral: 14,850 5. kilometer
Areaof Shinaki-K ohistan: 5,398 sq. kilometer

AZAD JAMMU & KASHMIR (AJK)

The Muzaffarabad district of Kashmir province,
Mirpur and parts of Poonch districts of Jammu
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province have been under Pakistan’s control since
thetribal invasion of 1947. Pakistan amalgamated
thesedidgtrictstogether and created the so-called AXK.
A X isthesouth-western palitical entity of theformer
princely state of Jammu & Kashmir. It bordersthe
present-day Kashmir provinceto the east, Jammu
provinceto south-east (both separated fromit by the
Lineof Control), the North-West Frontier Province
of Pakistan (NWFP) to the west, the Federally
Adminigered Gilgit-Batistan Region (FAGB) of J& K
tothe north, and the Punjab Province of Pakistan to
thesouth. AJK isenvisaged asan autonomousregion
by Pakistan. The government of AJK isconsidered
asaparallel government, which was established to
challengethelegitimacy of the J& K governmentin
Srinagar. Despitethefact that A isneither acountry
nor aprovinceof Pakistan, it hasitsown President,
Prime Minister, High and Supreme Courts, Penal
Code, national anthem and aflag. These structures
andthedesignationsareonly titular in natureand regl
authority lieswiththefedera government of Pakistan.
Significant matters such as defence, tax revenues,
supposed ‘foreign policy’, rehabilitation of refugees
and thefinancial control have been carefully placed
under thediscretion of the palitical establishment of
Pakistan.

Currently, the partsof Kashmir province under PoK
isdividedintothreedistrictsof Muzaffarabad, Bagh
and Nedlum, whilethe partsof Jammu provinceunder
PoK isdivided into five districts namely Poonch/
Rawalakot, Sudhnati/Pallandari, Bhimber, Kotli and
Mirpur.

Areaof AJK: 13,297 squarekm

Population: 2.973 million (1998 popul ation census),
Male, 1.850million; Femae, 1.832million

Capital: Muzaffarabad

Kashmir (Muzaffarabad Division) comprisesof 3
digtricts: Bagh, Muzaffarabad and Nedlum

Jammu (Mirpur Division) comprising of 5digtricts:
Bhimber, Kotli, Mirpur, Sudhnati/Pallandari and
Rawalakot/Poonch

President: RgjaZulgarnain Khan
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PrimeMinister: RajaFarooq Haider Khan
Political Structure

AJK Council: Total 12 members, selected by Prime
Minister of Pakistan, six each representing
governmentsof AJK and Pakistan. TheAJK Council
isheaded by the Prime Minister of Pakistan.

AJK LegidativeAssembly: Total seatsare 49, of
which 29 aredirectly elected fromtheAJK, 11 are
€l ected from various districts of Pakistan under the
provisonfor the*Kashmiri refugees , whereas8 seats
arereserved for females, overseasKashmirisand the
technocrats.

Judicial Sysem: AXK hasitsown Highand Supreme
Courts, which are assisted by district session and
magistrate courts. Further, AJK has its own Bar
Council and Penal Code. However, approval of chief
justicesfor High and Supreme Courts comesfrom
Pakistani-dominated AJK Council. In addition,
Pakigtan’smilitary tribundsasofunctioninAJK. The
Chief Secretary, regional commissioners, and
Inspector General of Police are aso appointed by
Pakistani minister for Kashmir Affairs & Gilgit-
Baltistan (KAGB), previously known as Kashmir
Affairsand Northern Areas (KANA).

Ethnic Groups. Gujjars, Jats, Mughal, Rajputs,
Sudhan, Awan, Qureshi, Pashtuns, Shins, Ladakhi,
Bdtisetc.

Religious Groups: Sunni, Ahlehadith, Shia,
Nurbakhshi, Chrigtians, Qadianis, Hindus

L anguages. Punjabi, Hindko, Pahari, Kashmiri, Balti,
Puriki, Shina

Palitical Groups: United Jammu and Kashmir
Peoples National Party, AJK Muslim Conference,
International Kashmir Alliance, JK National Party,
Jammu & Kashmir Liberation Front (Amanullah),
Peoples United Action Committee, All Parties
National Alliance (APNA)

Federally Administered Gilgit-Baltistan
(FAGB)

Gilgit-Batistanwasprevioudy referred to by Pakistan
as the Federally Administered Northern Areas
(FANA). Itisthenorthernmost politica entity within
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the Pakistan occupied Jammu & Kashmir (PoK) and
isunder direct control of theldamabad government.
The area, after separation of Chitral and Shinaki
Kohigtan, istill fiveand half timeshbigger thanAJK.
It borders Ladakh and Tibet to its east; East-
Turkestantoitsnorth; Afghanistan and Tgjikistanto
itsnorth-west; Chitral toitswest; Dir, Swet, Kohistan
and Kaghan digtrictsof NWFPtoitssouthwhileAJK
and the Kashmir Valley lieto its south-east. Before
1947, Baltistan waspart of Ladakh regionand ruled
throughthe Jammu provincid government, whileGilgit
wasruled under theauthority of Kashmir province.
When Pakistan occupied these regions, they were
amalgamated under the garb of so-called * Northern
Areas and thereby received the status of federally
controlled region in 1974. However, the status of
Gilgit-Baltistan isleft undefined in the successive
constitutions of Pakistan. Pakistan accepts Gilgit-
Baltistan aspart of the Princely State of Jammu &
Kashmir, however, does not consider it as part of
AX. Duetoadirect control imposed fromIdamabad,
thelocalsstill await congtitutional andjudicial rights.
For instance, they lack representation in the Pakistani
Parliament, Council of Common Interests (CCl),
Hydro-electric Board and National Finance
Commission (NFC). Further, they cannot accessthe
provincia high courts and the Supreme Court of
Pakistan for justice. The Judicial Commissioner
exercisesjudicia powersin Gilgit-Batisanwhoisa
politica figurenominated by theMinister for KAGB.

After occupation of Gilgit-Bdtistanin 1949, Pakistan
administered the region under the draconian and
inhumane Frontier Crimes Regulation (FCR) for
around 20 years® PM Z.A. Bhutto of Pakistan
abolished FCR in 1974 and introduced an ad-hoc
presidential ordinanceto governtheregion. Since
then, Gilgit-Baltistan hasbeen ruled by presidential
ordinances, which have come under repeated
amendments. In 1994, PM Benazir Bhutto
promulgated Northern Areas Governance Order
whichwaslater renamed asLegd Framework Order
(LFO) by President Musharraf in 2007.4 In essence,
they al remained as ad-hoc ordinanceswithout any
condgtitutional cover.®Aspressurefrom bothlocal and
internationd poalitica and human rightsorganizations
increased with demands of genuine political and
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judicid rightsfor thepeopleof Gil git-Batigtan, Pakigtan
announced the so-called ‘Gilgit-Baltistan
Empowerment and Self-Governance Order’ on
October 26, 2009.° Unfortunately, thisorder isyet
another presidentia ordinancewith no parliamentary
backing, and replaces the current LFO with some
amendments.” Theterm ‘ self governance’ iscoined
as a strategic move to defuse pressure of the
international organizations, which promises to
introduce administrative, political, economic and
judicia reformsin Gilgit-Baltistan. Although the
ordinanceisclamed asareplicaof theAJX political
andjudicial system; it refusesthe post of president,
primeminister to theloca sand establishment of pena
code, and High and Supreme Courts.

Accordingtotheorder, NorthernAreaswill becalled
Gilgit-Baltistan and the current Northern Areas
LegidativeAssembly (NALA) will bereplaced by
Gilgit-Bdtigan LegidativeAssembly (GBLA), which
will have theright to |legislate and choose a chief
minister. Further, Pakistan will replacetheexisting
Chairman of NALA withagovernor toensurefedera
government’scontrol over theregion. Gilgit-Baltistan
would aso haveitsown public servicecommission, a
chief election commissioner, an auditor general, and
aboundary commission to settle boundary dispute
between Pakistan and J& K. Thelegidativeassembly
of Gilgit-Baltistan would haveatotd of 33 members,
including six reserved seatsfor women and threefor
technocrats. Further, similar toAJK Council, Gilgit-
Baltistan Council will be constituted to ensure
representation of federal government intheregion.
Thecouncil will enjoy legidative powersover 60 odd
subjects. It will have 15 members which shall be
presided over by the primeminister of Pakistan. While
the Assembly is given the powers to propose the
budget, approving authority will beministry of KAGB
inldamabad. Compared to the provincesof Pakistan,
wherethechief minister isthe supreme authority, the
newly proclaimed order rests all administrative,
political and judicia authority with the Pakistani
governor whichwill eventualy maketheassembly a
toothless tiger. Governor will be the executive
authority and custodian of tax and revenues. Hewill
administer Gilgit-Baltistan council on behalf of the
primeminister of Pakistan, and overseepublic service
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commission, election commission, boundary
commission, judiciary, and auditor genera’soffice.
Hewill bethe authority to appoint heads of public
Servicecommission, € ection commission, boundary
commission, commissioner of exciseand taxation,
chief judgeof appelatecourt, auditor generd, regiona
cabinet membersand advisors. Hewill havetheright
to approvethe budget, and dissol vetheassembly and
impose emergency under prescribed conditions.
Further, the Inspector General of Police, Chief
Secretary and all departmental secretaries, directors
of departments, and commissioner and deputy
commissionersof districtswill be appointed by the
governor. Likewise, it will not bethe Assembly but
the Council under thegovernor, whichwill legidate
on natural resourcesof Gilgit-Baltistan, including
minerals, forests, electricity and water storage,
industries, school curricula, tourism, cinematography
etc.

Salient Featuresof FAGB areasunde:

Areaof FAGB: 72,496 sq. kilometer

Population: 870,347 (1998 popul ation census)
Capital: Gilgit

Districts: seven

Baltistan Region (part of Ladakh) is divided into
Gancheand Skardu districts

Gilgit RegionisdividedintoAstore, Diamer, Ghizer,
Hunza-Nagar and Gilgit didtricts

Ethnic Groups: Shin, Balti, Puriki, Ladakhi, Wakhi,

Yashkun, Tibetan, Mongol, Tatar, Mon, Pashtun,
Khowar, Dom, Gujjar, Rgjput and Kashmiri

Religious Groups: Shia (Twelvers), Nurbakhshi
(Twelvers), Ismaili, Sunni, and Ahlehadith

L anguages. Shina, Balti, Wakhi, Khowar, Gujjari,
Burushaski, Puriki, Kashmiri, Pashto

Political Structure: In July 2009, NALA was
dissolved beforeit could completeits 5-yearsterm,
anddongwiththat, advisorstothe Chairmanincluding
the Chief Executivewerea so sacked. Subsequently,
dectionfor GBLA washeld on November 12, 2009
under the newly proclaimed self-governance and
empowerment order. Pakistan People' sParty (PPP),
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theruling party of Pakistan, wontwo-third mgjority
in GBLA andformed government.

Gilgit-Baltistan Council: Total 15 members,
selected by PrimeMinigter of Pakistan; 7 representing
government of Gilgit-Baltistan and 8 representing
government of Pakistan. The Gil git-Batistan Council
isheaded by the PrimeMinister of Pakistan. Further,
Chief Minister, Governor, Minister for KAGB and
Prime Minister of Pakistan are voting members of
GBC.

Gilgit-Baltistan L egidative Council: GBLA has
24 directly elected memberswhile 6 femaleand 3
technocrats comethrough selection.

Acting-Governor of G-B: Mian Manzoor A.
Wattoo, who is aso minister for KAGB. He is
currently a Member of the National Assembly of
Pakistan elected from Okara district of Punjab
province.

Chief Minister G-B: Syed Mehdi Shah of Skardu
district.

Poalitical Groups. Bawaristan Nationd Front (BNF),
Gilgit-Baltistan Thinkers Forum, Gilgit-Baltistan
United Movement (GBUM), Baltistan National
Movement, Karakoram National Movement, Gilgit
Baltistan Democratic Alliance (GBDA), Gilgit
Baltistan National Alliance (GBNA), All Parties
Nationd Alliance (APNA)

Judicial Sructure: Instead of High and Supreme
Courts, Gilgit-Baltistan will havean appellate court
whichwill be headed by the chief judge. The chief
judge, aswell the session and district judgeswill be
appointed by the Pakistani primeminigter. Inaddition
to the appellate court, therewill beachief courtin
Gilgit. Thenumber of judgeshasbeenincreased from
threetofive. Inaddition, Pakistan’smilitary tribunals
will continuetofunctionin Gilgit-Batistan.

Literacyrate: 15% male; 3.5% femae(World Bank
estimatesof 1997)

Per Capitalncome: PCI of Gilgit-Bdtistanisaround
one-fourth of Pakistan’ saverage (US$264 compared
to Pakistan'sUS$1,071). 8

Stateof Infrastructure: Morethan two-thirds of
thevillageslack potablewater, eectricity, telephone,
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hedlth units, girls schoals, paved roads, ration depot,
and pony tracks.

Endnotes

1 Baltistan was occupied by Pakistan a year later in
1948

2 http://www.jstor.org/stable/2754976?7seq=7

3 http://www.global security.org/intell/world/pakistan/
law.htm

4 http://ips-pk.org/content/view/234/259/

5 http://www.kashmirnewz.com/a0012.html

6 http://www.dawn.com/wps/wcm/connect/dawn-
content-library/dawn/the-newspaper/national/
gilgitbaltistan-package-termed-an-eyewash-089

7 http://lwww.kashmirnewz.com/a0012.html

8 AKRSP Socio-economic Survey of Northern Areas
and Chitral (SESNAC) 2005; http://
www.finance.gov.pk/finance_blog/?p=238; http://
finance.kal point.com/pdf/highlights/todays-pick/per-
capita-income-falls-to-1071.pdf
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Disclaimer

PoK News Digest isa collection of newsreportsand pressreleases publishedin
various newspapersand local mediarelated to Pakistan occupied Kashmir (PoK),
referred as‘ Azad Kashmir’ and * Northern Areas’ by the gover nment of Pakistan.
The newsreports have been abridged to provide clarity. IDSAisnot responsible
for the accuracy and authenticity of the news items.
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