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About this Issue

The suicide bomb attack in Muzaffarabad on January 6 has raised serious concerns amongst
people in PoK which otherwise is a peaceful region. The spate of such attacks has been
continuously hitting PoK ever since June 2009 attack in which an army base was targeted. Even
though some groups have claimed responsibility of the attack, it is unclear as to who is behind
these violent incidents. Militant training camps are operative in PoK for long; however bomb
attacksin PoK is comparatively a new development. It has rung the alarm bellsin the Pakistani
establishment which already is struggling with the Taliban in the tribal regions.

PML-N chief Nawaz Sharif defended Chinese projects in PoK stating it is Pakistan’s right to
develop theregion asisindicated in one of thereports. Sharif whilereacting to India’s opposition
on the issue, perhaps failed to note that China’s role in the region is bound by its own strategic
calculations and not the so called friendship with Pakistan. To say that the Chinese presencein
the region would be entrenched in the PoK in the next few years is no exaggeration. In thelong
run, the strong presence of the Chinese in the PoK may adver sely affect Pakistan’s own interest
such arunning terror campsin theregion. The Chinese are very particular asfar asthe security
of its citizens on a foreign land is concerned. Also, Pakistan may loose the little social leverage
that it has on people in PoK, who having been deprived for decades might start looking more
towards China to better their lives.

Cross LoC trade resumed after being suspended for more than two weeks. It is high time the
authorities on both sidestake note of the procedural complexitiesand undertake suitable measures
to mend them.

Priyanka Singh
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Leadership Crisis in Gilgit-Baltistan
Senge Hasnan Sering*

With theworld stepping into the second decade of
21 century, Gilgit-Bdtistan continuesto grapplewith
itsfailed endeavorsof political andjudicia autonomy.
To date, natives of theregionlive under Pakistan's
governor-rulewhich became possible through the
newly promulgated Self-governance and
Empowerment Order. The order strengthens
Pakigan'sroleinlocd politica decisonsanditscontrol
over the natural resources. Asastrategy to further
strengthen itshold over Gilgit-Baltistan, Pakistan
continuesthepolicy of socio-economic neglect, where
the resources of the region are developed and
exploited but with minimal benefit to the locals.!
Notwithstanding thedivideand rulepolicy of Pakigtani
agencies, afragmented society with nounified platform
to demand political rightshasfailed to addressthe
congtitutiona crisis. Graveimplications continueto
loom over South Asiaasprolonged Pakistani stay in
theregion might destabilizetheregion. Althoughthe
onus rests on Pakistan to acknowledge itsillegal
presenceintheregion and withdraw after delegating
authority totheloca people, however, theleadership
crisisin Gilgit-Baltistan is also to be blamed for
Pakistan’s prolonged stay. The region is largely
dependent on federal handouts, which has led to
formation of aruling cadrewhaoseloydty toldamabad
precedes|oydty totheir ownland. Theserulerstend
to maximize persond benefitsfromtheir relationship
with Islamabad and while the inter-dependency
continues, awin-win situation allows Pakistan to
advance its strategic interests in the region and
conveniently absolve hersalf from theresponsibility
of aleviating socio-economic conditions of local
Masses.

Amongtheloca paliticianswho champion Pakistan's
causein Gilgit-Bdtigtan, thenameof SyedAsad Zaidi
(SAZ) stands out asthe speaker of Northern Areas
Legislative Assembly. SAZ was native of the
grategically located Kharmang valley, which borders
both Leh and Kargil districts of Ladakh. Before
getting shot and killed in 2009 by an anti-Shiagroup
of Gilgit, thepeopleof Kharmang € ected him member
of theNorthern Areas Council twice and member of
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theNorthernAreasL egidativeAssembly (NALA)
once. During hispalitica career, heestablished himsdlf
asabonafideking sman and remained loya to the
ruling political party in Islamabad. Famous as a
competent lawyer and flamboyant debater, hebecame
ava uableresourcefor Pakistanto establish their firm
ruleintheregion. For instance, whenthelocal Shia
| eadership announced an e ection boycott in 1998 and
brought the entireregion to astandstill, it was SAZ
who persuaded somelocal notablesto contest the
el ection, thereby breaking the deadl ock and making
the boycott ineffective.? Local Shiapartiesposea
constant threat to Pakistan’sillegal ruleintheregion,
which provide an opportunity to peoplelike SAZ to
play asldamabad’ssavior. During the 1994 council
el ection, he once again cameto |damabad’ srescue
and campaigned for the pro-establishment party.
Although helost hishome constituency for opposing
local Shias, he managed to win the goodwill of
Pakistani rulers. Likewise, during the 2006 Indo-Pak
Peace Conference held by Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung
(FES) of Singapore, SAZ tactfully praised
establishment’srolein theregion and brushed aside
theallegations of some participantsabout Pakistani’s
political, religiousand cultura deprivationin Gilgit-
Bdtistan. Inal theseinstances, hechoseto represent
thegovernment of Pakistanin Gilgit-Baltistan rather
than be atrue representative of thelocal people. In
returnto hisloydlty, theauthoritiesfully supported SAZ
and honored hisevery demand to help him become
oneof theleading regional politicians. For instance,
when Pakistan bifurcated Baltistan into two districts
of Skardo and Ganche, the people of Kharmang
wanted to be part of the Skardo digtrict. Itissaid that
SAZ persuaded the authorities to implement the
decision and gained ingtant popularity by doing so.

Sowhy was SAZ like that? One can accuse him of
being selfish and of desiring fame, power, money and
influence, which come only by aligning with the
Pakistani ruling elite. But thereal questionis. under
the Pakistani occupation of Gilgit-Baltistan, did he
really have any aternative path to achieve hisgoals?
Could heafford tothink independently; sdewith his
people; and at the sametime survive asasuccessful
politician? SAZ (aswell astherest of the political



leadership of PoK) areactudly avictim of Pakistan's
colonid system. Rulingtheseregionswithanironfigt,
Pakistan formul atespolicies, which prolongsitsunjust
ruleand inhibits political empowerment for locals.
Pakistan may claimitself asawelfare stateand the
guardianof Mudimsof SouthAda butwillfully refuses
ample funds and sustainable socio-economic
development for the natives of the region. The
collaboration between leaders like SAZ and the
Pekistani authoritieshasadverseimpact onthelocal
socio-polity. It keeps the society divided thereby
wesakening theeffortsof thosewho desirebasicrights
andwithdrawa of Pakistani armed and civilianforces
fromtheir homeland. Astheloca politiciansarewesk
andtimidintheir demandsfor therights, Pakistan uses
itsleverageto dow downthepoalitical evolution. This
isevident from thefact that after sixty-two yearsof
Pakistani rule, Gilgit-Baltistan still lacksapolitical
ingitutionwith thefreedomtolegidate.

Asmembersof atoothlesspolitica body like Gilgit-
Baltistan LegislativeAssembly (GBLA), whichis
legidativein nameonly, local politiciansaregivena
role no different from that of government project
coordinators. When the voters demand of their
representatives to obtain funds for infrastructural
development, the paliticianshavetolook towardsthe
federal bureaucrats who design and approve the
budget, and have absol ute authority over thelocal
chief minigter. Likewise, Pakistani army officershold
completesway in Gilgit-Baltistan. Chief Secretary,
Inspector Genera Police, regional judicial chief, as
well asthegovernor and chief minister wait for acue
from theregional Field Command Force (FCGB)
before undertaking any decisions. Successivewars
with Indiahaveliterdly converted Gilgit-Batiganinto
an army garrison. Today, the army is the biggest
provider of employment to thelocalswho become
cannonfodder during unfortunateaffairsliketheKargil
war.

Kharmang valley borethe actual brunt of the Kargil
war. Imposed by Pakistan on the massesof Baltistan
and Ladakh, this war led to destruction of many
villagesof Kharmang and killing thousandsof people,
whilemany morewereforced to abandon their homes
and becomerefugees. Pakistan army hasalong-term
agendain Gilgit-Baltistan and maintainsapermanent
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presencein Kharmang. Inorder tosustainitsexistence,
thearmy inevitably getsinvolvedinthe politicsand
infrastructural development of thevaley. A truck-able
road constructed for thearmy that goesall theway to
the LoC, a so connects Kharmang with the rest of
Baltistan. Metal bridges, pony tracksand dirt roads
inborder villagesenablethe soldierstoreachvaleys
aongtheLoC. Inthesamemanner, medical centers,
water supply schemes, telephonelines, hydro-dectric
schemesand ration depot exist tofacilitatethearmed
forces. Thesefacilitiesarestill adream in parts of
Gilgit-Baltistan without armed forces. Sparsely
populated villageslike Rganogs, Dansar, Watsaraand
Bresil onthe LoC have motorable roads and metal
bridgeswhich densely populated valleyslike Basha
of Shigar lack. “If our villageswere situated on the
Indian border, we would have enjoyed the same
benefits’ isthe message which Baltisof Shigar and
Rongyul valleysconvey regularly.® They envy the
infrastructural projectsallocated to Kharmang, many
of which are undertaken with civilian budget but to
benefit thearmed forces. Such satementsand adesire
toliveinawar zone depict the height of desperation
that villagersof Baltistan show. Totheir dismay, their
locdl leadershipfailstofulfill their basic needs.

SAZ cashed on the presence and infrastructure of
the armed forces. Hisloyalty to the army officers
provided theleverageto claim many of these projects
ashisown achievements. But the sameleader refused
to demand to open Skardo-K argil road, even though
thisisthelifelineof the peopleof Gilgit-Bdtistanin
generd andfor the peopleof Kharmangin particular.*
Opening thisroad a one could €iminate dependency
on Pakistan’s funds and eradicate poverty and
unemployment in Gilgit-Bdtistan. SAZ knew that an
economic empowerment through trade and tourism
viathe Skardo-Kargil road could liberate hisvoters
fromtheclutchesof Pekistani rulers. Intheend, SAZ
preferred to promotethe greater interests of Pakistan
over thegenuineinterestsof hisown people.

Loca nationalistsclaim that SAZ collaborated with
the Pakistani agenciesto spread sectarian violencein
Gilgit-Bdtistan. They refer to hisnotoriousanti-Sunni
speech of 1971, which healongwithAghaBarmas
delivered in the Gilgit town. Mr. Shakeel, who is
alleged to have murdered SAZ, also blamed himfor



promoting an anti-Sunni agenda. Themurder of SAZ
isasheer failure on part of Pakistani authoritiesto
provideprotectiontolocal politicians, whichinduce
fear among thelocals. After hisdeath, schoolsand
business remained closed for weeks causing
irreparabl e socio-economic damage. In the name of
maintaining law and order, the authoritiestightened
their grip and increased interference in the local
matters. Theincident enabled the authoritiesto beef
up armed forces, station Khyber Rifles, Chitral Scouts
and Frontier Congabulary at Gilgit on permanent bas's,
ghettoize Gilgit town by creating no-go areas, arrest
hundreds of innocent peopleon suspicion and torture
many more on unfounded pretexts. Imposition of
success ve curfewsfor weekscrippledlocal economy
and restricted freemovement. Theactual killersare
never caught and rather live under the protection of
the agencies. With no choicesavailable, poor people
fall back on Islamabad to provide security and
maintain peace. A vicious cycle of dependency on
Pakistan thus continues.

Theloca nationdistsfurther claimthat such murders
areorchestrated by government agenciesand help
divert attention of themassesfromred issueslikethe
political and condtitutional limbo looming largeover
Gilgit-Baltistan since 1947. They believethat the
agenciesused thisincident asan opportunity to spark
off sectarianriots, since SAZ waskilledin Kashrote,
whichisaSunni neighborhood of Gilgit town. Some
pro-Pakistani e ementsa so used thisoccasion asan
opportunity to create ethnic tensionsin Baltistan.
Politiciansstaged protestsand ddlivered inflammatory
speeches accusing the people of Gilgit for thedeath
of SAZ. They demanded that Baltistan be separated
administratively from Gilgit. Otherstalked about
ousting the Gilgiti nationalsresiding in Skardo. Few
weeks after his death, Islamabad announced the
creation of aseparate commissioneratefor Baltistan.
Although thismight bring morejob opportunitiesfor
Bdltis, but thetiming of thisdecision raisessuspicion
on Pakistani plansto sow seeds of severance and
make the people of Gilgit-Baltistan weak in their
capacity to demand theright of self-determination.
The ethnic divide between Baltisand Gilgitiswill
further distort the perception of nationality among
those Shinas who are citizens of Baltistan for
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centuries® For ingtance, asareactiontotheanti-Gilgit
speeches, many local Shinas stopped attending
prayersat the Balti Mosgues. Authorities could not
be happier withthetiming of thesepeechesandralies
since it has encouraged both sectarian and ethnic
conflictin Gilgit-Baltistan at the sametime. Such
conflictshave strategicimplicationsfor Indiawhere
Shiasand Buddhistsco-exist in Ladakh.

Desgth of atdented politicianlike SAZ isanunfortunate
incident. During hislifetime, authoritiesused himto
promote Pakigan' sstrategicinteressin Gilgit-Batistan
and after hismurder, for whichtheagenciesareequally
blamed, the same valuable resource became an
opportunity to intensify socio-political divideand
tighten 1damabad'sgrip ontheregion. Both Stuations
areextremely shocking and haveamessageinthem
for thelocal leadership. Had SAZ beenloyal to his
peopleand theland rather than championing thecause
of occupiers, hisfameand political successwould
havebeeneternd.

Peopleof Gilgit-Bdtistan wereliving peacefully for
centuriesdespitereligiousand ethnic differences. In
the last four decades, these differences have been
exploited by Pakistani authoritiesto promotetheir
own interests of divide and rule. Only Pakistan's
withdrawal from Gilgit-Baltistan will expediteajust
solution of Kashmir issue and improve Indo-Pak
relationsand regional stability. At the sametime, it
will restore peaceful atmosphere and brotherhood
among different ethnic and religiousgroupsthat once
exisedinthispart of Jammu & Kashmir.

Endnotes

1 Per capitaincome of Gilgit-Baltistan is one-fourth
of national average (AKRSP SESNAC 2005) and
literacy rate is less than 15% (World Bank
Assessment of 1997)

2 In 1997, Pakistani authorities created additional
constituencies in Gilgit for the Sunni members,
which marginalized Shias in the council. As a
reaction, al political partiesboycotted Northern Areas
Council elections of 1998;

http://www.ciaonet.org/wps/icg449/icg449.pdf

(pp:16)

3 Expressed by the people of Shigar in 1999 during
the signature campaign demanding opening of
Skardo-Kargil Road



4 A signature campaign to drum up local support to
persuade Pakistan to open Skardo-Kargil Road was
carried out in 1999, which enabled many paliticians,
religious leaders, businessmen, tour operators,
educators, and other members of the society to unify
their voices. Unfortunately, SAZ refused to support
the cause.

5 Shinasareapredominant ethnic group of Gilgit and
constitute less than 7% of the total population of

Baltistan. They arerelated to the Kashmirisand speak
asimilar Dardic language.

*  The Author is Visiting Fellow at IDSA. The views
expressed are his personal and not that of IDSA.
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“10killed, 81 hurt in Muzaffar abad blast,
PM announcesaid for Muzaffar abad blast
victims,”

Pakistan Tribune, December 28, 2009

MUZAFFARABAD: At least 10 peoplewerekilled
and 81 injured on Sunday after asuicide bomber blew
himself up at the gate of the Combined Military
Hospitd (CMH) inMuzaffarabad. Meanwhile, Prime
Minister of Azad Kashmir has announced financial
support of Rs.200,000 for thevictims. According to
reports, asuicide bomber blew himself up near CMH
inMuzaffarabad. Pakistani Army reached the scene
after theincident and initiated rescuework. Injured
were shifted tothe CMH. Hospita sourcesconfirmed
that six dead bodies of policemen were brought in.

http://www.paktribune.com/news/index.shtml 7222756

“Three soldiers killed, 11 hurt in suicide
attack in PoK,”

PTI, January 6, 2010

ISLAMABAD: A suicide bomber struck an army
barrack in Pakistan-occupied Kashmir on
Wedneday, killing atleast three soldiersand wounding
11 moreinthe latest in awave of terrorist attacks
acrossthe country. Thebomber targeted the barracks
closeto anarmy hospital at Tararkhal, over 90 km
from PoK capital Muzaffarabad, policesaid. Part of
thebarrackswas destroyed by theblast. Therewere
about 35 soldiersinthefacility at thetimeof theattack
on Wednesday morning. Three soldierswerekilled
instantly and 11 moreinjured. The wounded were
taken to the army hospital. Police said the bomber
detonated hisexplosivesafter guards stopped him at
the gate of the barracks.

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articleshow/
5415921.cms

Aziz Ali Dad, “Discontent in Gilgit-
Baltistan,”

Pamir Times, January 22, 2010

The announcement of the Gilgit-Baltistan

Empowerment and Self-Governance Ordinancein
September 2009 gave some hope to the optimists
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that it would pavetheway for democratic governance
and palitical reg uvenation of themoribund governance
structure and stagnant political culture of Gilgit-
Bdtistan. Sceptics, however, dubbedit asan eyewash
to hidethereal mechanicsof power, which areunder
thedirect control of thefederal government. It was
hoped that the fervour of debate for and against the
empowerment packagewould gradudly subsideand
giveway to an objectiveview after theelections. Now
that anew set-up isin place, there are somefactors
that lend credenceto the sceptics' argument. These
can prove detrimental to the nascent democratic
processand damaging to therepute of theruling party
inGilgit-Bdtigan.

http://pamirtimes.net/2010/01/22/opini ondiscontent-in-
gilgit-baltistan/

PressRelease: M uzaffarabad,
January 13, 2010

ThePrimeMinigter of Azad Jammuand Kashmir Rga
Muhammad Farooq Haider Khan instructed the
concerned departmentsto accomplish al projectsand
schemes of Hydal Power within time. The Prime
Minister further said, “The development of Azad
Kashmir mainly depends on power generation. The
Prime Minister ordered to appoint project director,
at oncefor Jagran phase-2 and Gheing Hydal Power
projects. The Prime Minister also advised the
concerned departmentsto compileworking planfor
new projectsin order to useitsreserved fundintime.

http://pmajk.gov.pk/press%20rel ease2.asp? d=150

“China-Pakistan border open for
providing relief good to Hunza,”
Gilgit Baltistan Times, January 25, 2010

HUNZA: The Pak-Chinaborder wasopened in order
to providerelief goodsto the people of Upper Hunza
(Gojal) who were strapped and cut of f from therest
of Hunzadueto thedisastrousland dideinAttabad.
Attabad L and dlide blocked the KKH highway, the
only link between upper Hunzawith therest of the
world. Theblockageof theKKH hasresultedin acute
shortage of basic necessitiessuch asfood, medicines
and fuel in the area. The people of Hunza were



demanding to open the Pak-China border which
remainsclosed for trading during thewinter. However,
the Government of Pakistan requested Chinato open
theborder for providing dl necessary itemsfromthe
Chineseprovince of Xingjiang. Although the border
isopenfor relief itemsit will remained closed for trade
and tourism purpose. The border is opened by
Chinesefor thefirst timeinthe 25 year history of the
KKH.

http://gbtimes.wordpress.com/2010/01/25/newschina-
paki stan-border-open-for-providing-relief-good-to-hunza/

“TTK acceptsresponsibility for suicide
attacksin AJK,”

Regional Times, January 21, 2010

MIRANSHAH: The Tehreek-e-Taliban Kashmir
(TTK) accepted the responsibility of two separate
uicideattacksonthePakisanArmy inAzad Kashmir.
Talking to BBC, Abu Dojana, the spokesman of the
TTK saidthat thereason of attacksontheArmy was
theU-Turninthe Kashmir policy and the USdrones
attacksinthetribal areas.

http://www.regionaltimes.com/21jan2010/backpagenews/
ttk.htm

“Pak-Chinafriendship caravan to attend
Kashghar TradeFair,”
Associated Press of Pakistan, January 20, 2010

ISLAMABAD: Chairman, Pakistan-Chinalngtitute
Mushahid Hussainwill beleading afriendship caravan
of 60 people from Gilgit to Kashghar in Chinaby
road to attend the Kashghar Trade Fair for further
cementing the Sino-Pak ties. Hussain stated the
Pakigtan-Chinal ngtituteisthefirst non-governmenta,
non-party and non-political organization with equal
number of experts, scholarsand intellectualsfrom
Chinaand Pakistan. “Itisthefirst Pakistan-based think
tank to promote, strengthen and expand Paki stan-
Chinardationsindifferentfields’, hefurther said. The
decisionregarding friendship caravan from Gilgit to
Kashgar wastaken at aconsultation meeting of the
ingtitute on January 4.

http://www.app.com.pk/en_/
index.phpoption=com_content& task=view& id=94515& Itemid=1
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“PM directs Gilgit-Baltistan govt to
ensur e good gover nance,”
Pakistan Times

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Syed Yusuf Raza
Gilani directed the Gilgit-Baltistan government to
ensure good governance, transparency and equal
trestment toall regardlessof their political affiliation.
TakingtotheChief Minister of Gilgit-Baltistan Syed
Mehdi ShahinIslamabad, the PrimeMinister said
the PPP government hasgiven autonomy tothearea
and would release the required funds for its
development.

http://pakistantimes.net/pt/detail.php?newsl d=8141

PressRelease: M uzaffarabad,
January 18, 2010

ThePrimeMiniger of Azad Jammuand Kashmir, Rga
Muhammad Farooq Haider Khan advised hiscabinet
ministersto curtail their expenditures and adopt the
policy of contentment. Hefurther said that attackson
security forceswould not betolerated. Ordershad
already been placed for the establishment of peace
committeesand ministerswould monitor those peace
committees. The Prime Minister further noted,
“Terrorism is a critical issue and needs prompt
congderation.”

http://ww.pmajk.gov.pk/press%20rel ease?.asp?id=154

“G-B LA gives Feb 10 deadlinefor
meeting demands,”
The News, January 30, 2010

ISLAMABAD: Members of the Gilgit-Balitstan
LegidativeAssembly (GBLA) belongingtodistrict
Diamer on January 29 gave February 10 deadlineto
the federal government and Water and Power
Development Authority (WAPDA) to meet the
demands of more than 34,000 affected families of
the proposed Diamer-Bhasha dam. They said a
charter containing 16 demands of the residents of
district Diamer had already been given to the
concerned quarters, adding “if the demandswere not
met by February 10, anew charter of demandswould
be given increasing compensation amount besides
launching acampaign againgt thedam.”

http://ww.thenews.com.pk/daily_detail.asp?d=221545



“Govt seeks development of Gilgit-
Baltistan resources,”
Daily Times, January 29, 2010

ISLAMABAD: Deputy Chairman Planning
Commission, Dr. Ishfag Ahmad on January 28 said
Gilgit-Bdtisganwasfull of naturd resources, especidly
water resourcesand thegovernment isdetermined to
develop theregion to bring its people in the main
stream of development path. He expressed these
viewsduring ameeting with high level delegation
headed by Syed Mehdi Shah, CM Gilgit-Baltistan.
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/
default.asp?page=2010%5C01%5C29%5Cstory_29-1-
2010_pg5_12

“AJK Speaker AttendsInteractive
Dialogue at EU Parliament,”
Kashmir Watch, January 27, 2010

BRUSSELS: Mr. Shah Gulam Qadir, speaker of the
AJK assembly attended an Interactive Dialoguein
the European Parliament organised by the Kashmir
Centre, EU Mr. Qadir has been encouraged by the
position expressed by the MEPs and asserted his
confidence that some progress can be made onthe
issue. Henoted that asingle European Policy onthe
Kashmir conflict would seemuch greater progress.

http://www.kashmirwatch.com/
showheadlines.php?subaction=showfull& id=1264724674
&archive=& start_from=& ucat=1& varOnews=va ueOnews

Zafar Igbal, “ TheOther Faceof 1Sl ,”
Countercurrents, January 28, 2010

MUZAFFARABAD: The capital of Pakistan
administrated Kashmir sparked with protest
demondtrationsagaingt the humanrightsviolationsby
Pakistan’ ssecurity agency- Inter ServicesIntelligence
(1S1) whose official swere blamed for detention and
tortureof four locd citizens. Hundredsof womenand
young girlstook protest raliesagaingt, what they called
‘atrocitiesof thelSl by tortoruring and kidnapping
our sonsand brothers . First timeinthehistory of the
region, streets and roads of Muzaffarabad echoed
with thefeminist but vociferoussogansagainst the
ISl and government of Azad Jammu and Kashmir.

http://www.countercurrents.org/igbal 280110.htm
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Tarig Nagash, “ Twotroopsinjured in AJK
suicide bombing,”
Dawn, January 17, 2010

MUZAFFARABAD: Two army personnel were
injured after ateenaged suicide bomber attacked their
vehicleinthesouthern Poonch digtrict of Azad Jammu
and Kashmir. Thisisthefifth attack intheregionsince
June2009. Theattack took placenear Dothanvillage,
16km from Rawal akot. Remainsof the bomber were
collected by thepolice.

http://www.dawn.com/wps/wcm/connect/dawn-content-
library/dawn/the-newspaper/front-page/two-troops-
injured-in-ajk-suicide-bombing-710

“10injured as bomb explodes while being
diffused in PoK,”
ANI, January 27, 2010

MUZAFFARABAD: At least 10 persons were
injured, including three policemen, when abomb
exploded whilesecurity personnd triedtodiffuseitin
Rawalkot district of Pakistan occupied Kashmir
(PoK) on January 27. Thebombwasplantedinfront
of aschool inamilk casket and exploded asthebomb
disposd squadtriedtodiffuseit. “ Ten peopleincluding
threepolicemenandfour civil defence personnd were
injured. Officialssaid that whilethe school may have
been atarget of theplotters. Investigationswere till
on to determine the motive of planting the bomb
outsideaschoal building.

http://news.oneindia.in/2010/01/27/10injured-as-bomb-
explodes-while-being-diffused-in-pok.html

“Govt taking practical stepsfor
improving lot of the poor: Kaira,”
Associated Press of Pakistan, January 26, 2010

MANSEHRA: Minister for Information and
Broadcasting, Qamar Zaman Karastated on January
26 that the Pakistan Peopl es Party government was
fully committed toimproving thel ot of the poor masses
and Benazir Income Support Programme (BISP) was
aunigue schemelaunched to achievethisgoal. The
minister wasaddressngapublicraly hedinMansehra
aspart of eection campaign of the PPP candidatefor
NA-21 bye-€elections.

http://www.app.com.pk/en_/
index.phpoption=com_content& task=view& id=95040& Itemid=1
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Tarig Nagash, “Armytotrain AJK police
in fighting terrorism,”
January 08, 2010

MUZAFFARABAD: TheAzad Jammu and Kashmir
government on January 7 decided to get itspolice
personnel trained by thearmed forcesto effectively
combat terrorism, which haslately found itsway in
this peaceful region. Thisand many other important
decisonsweretaken at ahighlevel meeting, chaired
by AJK Prime Minister Ragja Farooq Haider. The
mesting reviewed the capacity and functioning of the
AJ policeand decided toimpart themtraining from
army ingtitutions after the GOC offered cooperation
totheAJK government inthisregard. Thearmy could
trantheAJK policepersonnd inusing latest wesgpons,
removing and destroying explosive materials and
collecting secret information, Mgj-Gen Ahmed was
quoted assayinginan official statement.

http://www.dawnnews.tv/wps/wcm/connect/dawn-
content-library/dawn/the-newspaper/national /army-to-
train-gjk-police-in-fighting-terrorism-810

“AJK Govt decided to collect particulars
of foreigners’

RAWLAKOQOT: Government of Azad Jammu and
Kashmir has decided to take action against illegal
Afghan citizens under foreign act and decided to
collect particulars of other citizens while peace
committeesalso arebeing condtituted at villagelevel.
Deputy Commissioner Chaudhry Ragesbtold thet thet
theregidrationwork of foreignershasbeen completed
inthejurisdiction of Rawlakot Municipa Corporation.

http://www.onlinenews.com.pk/details.php?d=157432

“Pakistan hasto move out itstroopsfrom
POK,”

January 20, 2010

Internationa Council Jammu Kashmir Nationa Awami
Party (IC JKNAP) leadersdemanded that Pakistani
state must immediately move out its troops from
popul ated areas of POK as soon as possible, after
seriesof suicide attempts have been made on them.
It isquiet clear that army has split in groups and
fighting has been broken out among army groupsand
wedo not want thishostilearmy to stay herein our
peaceful region to harm our innocent peoplewho are
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already victimsof thisoccupied army. We demand
that inthefirst phasethe army should immediately
relocate and second phase Pakistan army can leave
thispart of Kashmir, assoon aslocal Kashmir army
could berestored and takes over theresponsibilities
of the region. Azad Kashmir army must be
immediately restored without wasting any moretime.
It is the need of time and Pakistani army has
completdy failedto get evenalittlesupport fromloca
population. Thelocal people have not accepted this
army astheir own.

http://australia.to/2010/
index.phpoption=com_content& view=article&id=578:pakisan-
has-to-move-out-its-troops-from-poké& catid=100:just-in

“Bhim Singh welcomes India’s stand on
‘Gilgit-Baltistan’,”
January 5, 2010

Prof. Bhim Singh, Chairman, National PanthersParty
and Member, NIC today hailed thereaction by the
Ministry of Externd Affairs, Government of Indiaon
Pekistan’ sattempt tolegdizeitsoccupation of Gilgit-
Baltistan by treating this part of Indian Territory as
6th Province of Pakistan. Prof. Bhim Singh expressed
satisfaction vis-avisIndia scommitment on Gilgit-
Baltistan, aTerritory of Jammu and Kashmir which
wasoccupied by Pakistanin 1947 by kidnapping and
illegdly detaining thethen Governor of Gilgit-Batigtan,
Brig. GhansaraSingh. Sincethenthisareaof Chitral,
Gilgit and Baltistan comprising 32,500 sg. miles
continues to be under the illegal occupation of
Pakistan.

http://kashmirihindu.wordpress.com/2010/01/05/bhim-
singh-wel comes-indi a%E2%80%99s-stand-on-
%E29680%698gil git-bal ti stan%6E2%680%699/

Shabir Choudhry, “ KNP concer ned over
growing extremism PAK,”
January 18, 2010

Kashmir Nationa Party leader, Dr Shabir Choudhry
expressed grest concern over growing extremismin
Pakistani Administered Kashmir. Hesaid, “ People of
our region are suffering because of wrong policiesof
Pakigtani agencieswhich continued unhinderedinthis
areafor many yearsago.” KNP leader said, “ It was
adeliberate policy of Pakistani agenciesto promote
policiesof extremismand they exported terrorismin
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disguise of Jihad for many years and now those
policies have come to haunt them”. Dr Shabir
Choudhry said, “Our regionispeaceful and terrorism
and suicide bombing are alien to our culture and
society. Because of policy of extremism our people
in Pakistani Administered Kashmir have suffered
continued harassment and humiliationfor many years.”

http://australia.to/2010/

index.php?option=com_content& view=article& id=548:knp-
concerned-over-growing-extremism-pak& catid=103:dr-
shabir-choudhry& Itemid=140

“PM propelsrelief itemsfor hunza
victims,”
Associated Press of Pakistan, January 16, 2010

ASTORE: Chief Secretary Gilgit-Baltistan (GB),
Babar Yagoob on January 16 stated that said that
PrimeMinigter (PM), Syed Yusuf RazaGilani hassent
two C-130 planescontaining relief itemsfor Hunza
landdidevictims. Hefurther sated said thegoodswere
shifted from Gilgit airport to the affected areasby the
local administration. Therelief itemsincludetents,
blanketsand quilts. Thelocal administration said that
theseitemswould behe pful inrehabilitaionwork and
resolving theproblemsof thevictims.

http://www.app.com.pk/en_/
index.php?option=com_content& task=view&id=94164& Itemid=1

“Pakistan hasright to develop Kashmir
region, saysNawaz,”
Daily Times, January 16, 2010

BEIJING: Pakistan has the right to carry out
development activities in Kashmir and establish
economic cooperation with Chinafor theregion’'s
development, PML-N chief Nawaz Sharif said on
January 15. Nawaz, currently in China, wasreferring
to India's objections to China's involvement in
ongoing projectsinAzad Jammu and Kashmir. “The
criticismisnotfair. Itisthebascright and requirement
of Pakistanisin the Kashmir region to benefit from
such projectsand no one can deprivethem of these
rights,” hesaid. Around 10,000 Chineseworkersare
involvedin 120 projectsin Pakistan.
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/
default.asp?page=2010%5C01%5C16%5Cstory_16-1-
2010_pg7_9
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Sher Afzal Hunzai, “ Timeto Explore
Gilgit Baltistan Package,”
Hunza Times, January 5, 2010

Gilgit Baltistan Package 2009 issaid to bethefirst
step towardsthe devel opment and rehabilitaion of the
People of Gilgit Baltistan . Thetimehasarrived to
provethat “what inrealty the Packagehasinit for the
People of Gilgit Baltistan. All the people of Gilgit
Baltistan know what happened in el ections of 2009
.GBLA cabinetisformed under shadow of President
ASfAli Zardari. District HunzaNagar representative
isbeengivenakey pogtioninGilgit Batisanlegidetive
assembly.

http://www.hunzatimes.com/archives/4051

“AJK premier urges Pak to revisit
Kashmir policy,”
Dawn, January 6, 2010

MUZAFFARABAD: PrimeMinigter of Azad Jammu
and Kashmir RgjaFarooq Haider on January 5 called
for ajoint session of Pakistan's parliament to “revisit
thenational Kashmir policy” which hesaid had seen
deviation under Gen (retd) Pervez Musharraf.
“Pekistan needsto reaffirmitsdecision of 1949from
itsmost supremeforum of parliament,” Mr Haider
noted in hiswelcome addressto President Asif Ali
Zardari during a specid joint sitting of the AJK
assembly and AJK council in Muzaffarabad.

Mr Haider suggested that a‘ national security policy’
should beformulated to rid the country of problemsit
wasfacing.
http://www.dawnnews.tv/wps/wem/connect/dawn-

content-library/dawn/the-newspaper/national /12-aj k-
premier-urges-pakistan-to-revisit-kashmir-policy—hi-11

“Pak contemplating provincial status for
Gilgit-Baltistan,”
January 7, 2010

LAHORE: Gilgit-Bdtigtan Chief Minister Syed Mehdi
Shah stated that the Pakistan Government would
condtitutealegal committeeto determineif theregion
could begiventhegatusof thecountry’sfifth province.
“We are currently working within the given
condtitutiond autonomy, but will raisethemetter before
thelegal committeeto determinewhether theregion
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canbegiventhegatusof afull-fledgeprovince,” Shah
further noted.

http://www.thai ndian.com/newsportal/south-asi a/pak-
contempl ating-provincial-status-for-gil git-
baltistan_100300328.htm

“Elections in Gilgit-Baltistan,”
January 03, 2010

Whilereporting on therecent elections- afirst - in
the Gilgit Baltistan region of Pakistan (in an attempt
to bring democratic processesto thisregion), Zafar
Igbal asks whether thisis truly a dawn of a new
democracy or a continuing of a flawed political
process. Theeection of Northern AreasLegidative
Assembly has completed the most considerable
congtituent of the Condtitutional Packageenforced by
the Government of Pakistan to empower thelocal
population in Pakistan Controlled Gilgit-Baltistan
region, however, allegations of massive procedural
irregularities governmentinterferenceandrigging have
beenlevelled againg theruling Pekistan People sParty
(PPP) which emerged asthe singlelargest party in
the election on November 12, 2009 with 11 seats
fromtotal 23.

http://www.thesouthasi an.org/archives/2010/
elections in_gilgit_baltistan.html

“ Safi elected new APHC AJK Convenor”

ISLAMABAD: All Parties Hurriyat Conference
(Geelani) of AJK chapter elected Ghulam
Mohammad Safi of Tehreek-e-Hurriyat, as its
Convenor for thenext threeyears. Thedecisonwas
takeninfull sessonof theAPHCAJK, presided over
by Muhammead Faroog Rehmani, Chairman of Jammu
& Kashmir Peoples Freedom League and former
Convenor of theAPHC (G).

http://www.sananews.com.pk/english/2010/01/14/saf i -
€l ected-new-aphc-ajk-convenor/

“Appointment of Arif Aslam as Gover nor
Gilgit-Baltistan demanded”

ISLAMABAD: TheDiamer BhashaDam Committee
has supported the appointment of asenior politician
Arif AdamasGovernor Gilgit-Batistaninstead of a
woman. Thecommitteeopined that thelocd palitician
whoisawareof mattersrel ated to forestsconstruction
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of Diamer Dam and interested in solving other
devel opment matters and to be acceptable for the
local people should be appointed as Governor Gilgit-
Bdtigan.

http://ww.onlinenews.com.pk/details.php?i d=156921

“Lashkar-e-Zil behind Azad Kashmir
suicide hits’

Investigationscarried out by the Pakistani authorities
intotherisingincidentsof suicidebombingsinAzad
Kashmir indicatetheinvolvement of the Lashkar-e-
Zil (LeZ) or Shadow Army, whichisaloosealliance
of thea-Qaedaand Taliban-linked anti-US militant
groupsactivein Pakistan and Afghanistan. According
to thoseinvestigating the recent suicide bombingsin
Azad Kashmir, there are clear indicationsthat the
January 6, 2010 attack targeting amilitary ingtallation
inthe Sudhnoati district of Azad Kashmir, whichkilled
four Pakistani soldiershad similar connection.

http://www.pakspectator.com/lashkar-e-zil-behind-azad-
kashmir-suicide-hits/

Magbool Malik, “*N’ demands GB
governor slot,”
The Nation, January 11, 2010

ISLAMABAD: Lobbies representing different
political partieshaveintensifiedtheir effortsto secure
the prestigiousposition of Gilgit-Baltistan’swoman
governor to be appointed by the President Asif Ali
Zaradri. According to the sources, gpart fromsmaller
political parties, PPP and the PML-N have stepped
upther effortsto securethed ot. Sourcesfurther noted
both the PPPand PML-N have short listed names of
their probable nomineesand wereintalksto cut the
dedl.

http://www.nation.com.pk/paki stan-news-newspaper-
daily-english-online/Politics/11-Jan-2010/N-demands-GB-
governor-slot

“Pak can’'t afford abandoning UNSC
resolutionsregarding Kashmir: TeK UK
President,”

January 9, 2010

LONDON: Speskersat afunction heldin connection
with Right to Self Determination emphasized that
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honest implementation of UN Security Council
Resolution is only way forward to resolve long-
standing Kashmir issue. Speaking on the occasion,
prominent Kashmiri community leader and Senior vice
President Tehreek-e-Kashmir UK , Chaudhry
Mohammad Sharif stated Pakistan cannot afford
abandoning of UNSC resol utionsastheseresol utions
providesinternationally recognizedlega framework
to sort out the Kashmir issue.

http://www.sananews.com.pk/english/2010/01/09/pak-
can%E2%80%99t-aff ord-abandoning-unsc-resol utions-
regarding-kashmir-tek-uk-president/

“Gilgit CM délinksregion from J&K,
annoysindiaDelhi,”
January 01, 2010

India, reacting strongly to the newly-elected chief
minister of Gilgit-Baltistan declaring the region
Pekistan’s“fifth province,” said theareawas part of
Jammu and Kashmir. “ Theentire state of Jammu and
Kashmir isanintegral part of Indiaby virtueof its
accession to Indiain 1947. Any action to alter the
status of any part of the territory under theillegal
occupation of Pakistan has no legal basis, and is
completely unacceptable,” Externa AffairsMinistry
spokesman Vishnu Prakash stated on January 7. The
Indian reaction came amid reports quoting Gilgit-
Baltistan'sfirst CM, Mehdi Shah, saying therecent
November el ectionsmeant theregion wasaseparate
province and had “ no connection to Kashmir”.

http://www.hindustanti mes.com/News-Feed/newdel hi/
Gilgit-Baltistan-is-part-of -K ashmir-asserts-India/Articlel-
492780.aspx

“Security beefed up in AJK after suicide
attack in Tarar Khal”

MUZAFFARABAD: Security hasbeenintensfiedin
Azad Kashmir after suicideattack in Tarar Khal as
vehiclesentry hasbeen banned in thejurisdiction of
PrimeMinister Secretariat and Assembly. According
to details, strict policevigilance has been started at
entry pointsfrom Pakistan to Kashmir. Patrol hasbeen
increased at border of Kashmir with NWFP and
Punjab.

http://www.onlinenews.com.pk/details.php?id=156740
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“Spreading terror,”
Dawn, January 8, 2010

For themogt part, Azad Jammu and Kashmir managed
to escapetheviolencethat hasengulfed Pakistanin
recent years. But thelast six months or so have seen
aspikeinterrorist activity, the most recent being the
January 6 deadly suicide attack outside amilitary
barracksin Tararkhel. Security forcesinAJK were
earlier targeted by asuicidebomber in June2009, an
incident that claimed thelivesof two soldiers. Then,
in November 2009, three men blew themselvesup
after they were besieged by policeand residentsin
Muzaffarabad. About amonth | ater, asuicide bomber
killed at least seven mourners participating in a
Muharram procession in Muzaffarabad. January 6
bombing wasreportedly thefirst such attack outside
theAJK capitd.

http://www.dawn.com/wps/wcm/connect/dawn-content-
library/dawn/news/pakistan/19-spreading-terror-hh-01

M Tagi Akhunzada, “ Presidency in search
of woman governor for Gilgit-Baltistan,”
The News, January 07, 2010

SKARDU: Somewomenfrom Gilgit-Batisanwere
being interviewed at the Presidency in view of
PresdentAsf Ali Zardari’ sannouncement ontheeve
of the second death anniversary of Shaheed Benazir
Bhutto that awomen governor would be appointed
in Gigit-Bdtistan. Theideafloated by Presdent Asif
Ali Zardari was warmly appreciated among
womenfolk across Glgit-Baltistan, saying it wasan
encouraging sign and would go along way towards
gender equality and create vast opportunities for
women of theareainthefield of palitics.

http://www.thenews.com.pk/daily_detail.asp?id=217287

Gilgit Baltistan: Press Release,
January 04, 2010

Balwaristan National Front head condemns Pakistan
suicideattacksand plundering of natural resourcesin
theregion. Balwaristan Nationa Front head condemns
Pakistan suicide attacks and plundering of natural
resources in the region. Chairman Balawaristan
National Front (BNF) Abdul Hamid Khan stated
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suicide attacks are condemnabl e acts and the nation
will never support such extremerhetoricto get their
demandsfulfilled.

Inapressstatement issued on January 1 2010, Khan
stated Nawaz K han Ngji’ sannouncement that suicide
attackswerejustified against cruel rulerswasin fact
acongpiracy againgt thenationdistsof theregion. He
said thestatement of Mr Ngji wascondemnableat all
levels. Mr Khan said such statements were being
issued at the behest of security agenciesin order to
pavetheway for deployment of outsider troopsand
law enforcersinal partsof Gilgit-Batistan.

http://www.unpo.org/content/view/10537/254/

“Indian raises objections over China’'s
rolein AJK projects’

NEW DELHI: Taking exception to China's
involvement in severa projectsin Azad Jammu and
Kashmir, Indiathe other day describedit as“illegal”
and said it had conveyed itsconcern over thisaswell
assupply of Chineseweaponsto Pakistan. External
AffairsMinister SM Krishnais expected to visit
BeijinginApril 2010, said“Indialivesinadifficult
neighbourhood” and national security and terrorism
originating from “acrossour borders’ would remain
amajor challengein 2010.

http://www.sananews.com.pk/english/2010/01/05/indian-
rai ses-objections-over-china%E2%80%99s-role-in-ajk-
projects/

“NA body seeks opposition leader in
Gilgit Baltistan Assembly,”
January 2, 2010

ISLAMABAD: The National Assembly Standing
Committee on Kashmir Affairsand Northern Areas
asked the Chief Secretary to initiate necessary
legidlation for the provision of opposition leader in
the Gilgit-Baltistan Legidative Assembly. To the
dismay of theNationd Assembly Standing Committee
on Kashmir Affairs and Northern Areas, it was
informed under the current rules, there was no
provision of opposition leader inthe house,

http://gbtribune.blogspot.com/2010/01/na-body-seeks-
opposition-leader-in.html
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“LCCI plans moot for diplomatsin Gilgit,”
Dawn, January 9, 2010

LAHORE: TheLahore Chamber of Commerceand
Industry has decided to convene an ambassadors
conferencein Gilgit-Baltistanin April 2010to brief
them about investment opportunitiesinthearea. The
LCCI president made the announcement at the
concluding ceremony of Gilgit-Bdtistaninvestment
week heldin Lahoreon January 8. Hea so announced
four post-graduatelevel scholarshipsfor outstanding
dudentsbelongingto Gilgit-Batistan. Two scholarships
would begivenfor Agriculture University Faisalabad
whiletheremaining twowould begiven for thePunjab
Universty.
http://www.dawn.com/wps/wcm/connect/dawn-content-

library/dawn/the-newspaper/business/I cci-plans-moot-
for-diplomats-in-gilgit-910

Tarig Nagash, “ AJK Council’sindecision
costs govt Rslim,”
Dawn, January 16, 2010

MUZAFFARABAD: Azad Jammu and Kashmir
(AJK) government has paid morethan Rs11 million
inmark up onan overdraft it wascompelled to obtain
duringthecurrent financia year followingthealeged
dilly-dalying by theAJ Council withregardtordlease
of the funds. The AJK Council is responsible for
collection of taxesthrough Income Tax department
whose administrative expendituresare drawn from
thisincome. The remaining amount is distributed
between the government and the council intheratio
of 80:20. For long, there have been calls by the
successiveA zad Jammu and K ashmir governments
for revision of thisratio onthegroundsthat spending
of thefundsgenerated fromtheAJK territory should
bethe prerogativeof thegovernment in Muzaffarabad.

http://www.dawn.com/wps/wcm/connect/dawn-content-
library/dawn/the-newspaper/national/gjk-council s-
indecision-costs-govt-rs11m-610

GR Chandio, “BISPto end quota system
in Gilgit-Baltistan: Farzana Raja,”
Regional Times, January 26, 2010

ISLAMABAD: The Benazir Income Support
Programmewill providefinancial assistanceto all
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deserving familiesof Gilgit-Baltistan and would end
thequotasystem, said Federa Minister/Chairperson
of theBISP, FarzanaRagjaon January 25. Inamesting
withthe Chief Miniger of Gilgit-Batistan, Syed Mehdi
Shah, who visited the BISP Secretariat dongwith a
delegation, the BISP Chairperson stated that the
financid assstancewill beprovided based onacriteria
being followed in other provinces and noted that the
guotasystem has been ended.

http://www.regionaltimes.com/26jan2010/national news/bisp.htm

Shujaat Bukhari, “LoC traderemains
suspended,”
The Hindu, January 8, 2010

Trade acrossthe Line of Control (LoC) in Jammu
and Kashmir remained suspended for the second
week even asalimited number of truckscrossed Uri-
Muzaffarabad on January 6. Tradersfrom both sides
havereiterated their decisionto suspend businessuntil
their governmentsremovethe bottlenecks. Traders
from both sides of the LoC met at the Chakan da
Bagh crossing point and discussed, among other
issues, the ban on someitems, whichthey saidwasa
setback.

http://beta.thehindu.com/news/states/other-states/
article77276.ece

Shujaat Bukhari, “LoC traderesumes
following assurance,”
The Hindu, January 12, 2010

After remaining suspended for two weeks, thetrade
acrosstheLineof Control (LoC) resumed on January
12 with 24 truckloads crossing to other side from
Chakan DaBagh in Poonch and 40 from Uri side.
The trade had been suspended by LoC Traders
Association on December 22 demanding that
restrictionson certainitemsberemoved. Thetrade
on Chakan DaBagh side had crossed over Rs. 150
croresin past oneyear but dropped soon after Moong
Dal wasbanned for export from Pakistani side.

http://beta.thehindu.com/news/national/article79629.ece
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“Membersof the European Parliament
Disappointed With the Commentsof Chief
Minister of Gilgit Baltistan,”

PRNewswire, January 11, 2010

BRUSSEL S: A group of Members of the European
Parliament are extremely disappointed to note that
the Pakistan media has reported the newly elected
Chief Minister of Gilgit Baltistan assaying that his
government would condtitutealegad committeewithin
amonth to determine whether the region could be
given the status of Pakistan’sfifth province. They
would liketo emphasisethat Gilgit Baltistan has, for
the first time, been finally given a modicum of
democracy after 1947. Itisessential that democratic
institutions and the democratic ethosbealowed to
takeroot beforeseeking to hurriedly fashionthefuture
status of theregion. It should not beforgotten that
Gilgit Baltistanispart of theerstwhileprincely state
of Jammu and Kashmir which Pakistanitself calls
disputedterritory.

http://mwww.prnewswire.com/news-rel easesymembers-of -
the-european-parliament-disappointed-with-the-
comments-of-chief-minister-of-gilgit-baltistan-

81134847 .html

“Pakistan Senators delegation visits
Kashmir Centre Brussels,”

Kashmir Watch, January 25, 2010

BRUSSEL S: TheKashmir Centre EU today hosted
adinner for adel egation of Pakistan Senatorswho
werecurrently onavisitto Brussdsinorder tointeract
with theingtitutionsthere. Thevisiting dignitaries
included Senator Faroog Hamid Naek Chairman of
the Senate of Pakistan, Senator Muhammad Talha
Mahmood, Senator Kazim Khan, Senator Mir
MuhammadAli Rind, Senator Gulsham Saeed and
Senator Dr. Khatu Ma Jeevan.

http://www.kashmirwatch.com/
showexclusives.php?subaction=showfull & id=1264494822
&archive=& start_from=& ucat=15& varlnews=valuelnews
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“Pak, Kuwait ink $50 million accord,”
Daily Times, January 5, 2010

ISLAMABAD: Pekistan and Kuwait Fund for Arab
Economic Development on January 4 signed aloan
agreement amounting to $50 millionto financethe
Recongtruction of Higher Education Indtitution Project
inthe earthquake affected areas of AJK. Economic
AffairsDivision Secretary Sibtain Fazal Halim and
Deputy Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic
Development Director-General HeshamAl-Wagayan
signed theloan agreement on behdf of their respective
governments.

http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/
default.asppage=2010%5C01%5C05%5Cstory_5-1-

2010 _pg5_2

“Indonesia willing to invest in Gilgit-
Baltistan agriculture sector,”
Daily Times, January 6, 2010

LAHORE: Gilgit-Baltistan has huge investment
opportunitiesin agricultureand medicind herbsasthe
areais not only the gateway to Chinaand Central
Asian States, but also has a well-established
infrastructure. Thiswasthe crux of the presentations
givenat Gilgit-Baltistan Investment conference held
at the Lahore Chamber of Commerceand Industry
on January 5. Speaking on the occasion, Indonesian
Ambassador stated that Indonesia was ready to
extend maximum cooperation to Gilgit-Baltistan
government in exploration of coal and mining.
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/
default.asp?page=2010%5C01%5C06%5Cstory_6-1-

2010 pg5 5
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Other Developments

“Landdlide-hit Hunza villagers
demonstrate,”

Daily Times, January 25, 2010

ISLAMABAD: Over ahundred residents of Attabad
in Hunza on January 24 staged a demonstration
outside National Press Club against the Gilgit-
Baltistan government for delaying reconstruction of
their riverside village destroyed by landslides|ast
month. Carrying placardsand bannerswith dogans
against Gilgit-Baltistan government, they said the
landdide-affected familieshad been waiting for start
of recongtructionwork intheir village. They said the
regional government had evenfailed to providethem
dternative shelter until reconstruction of their houses.
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/
default.asppage=2010%5C01%5C25%5Cstory_25-1-
2010 _pg7_41

Tariqg Nagash, “AJK PM seeksend to
class-based education system,”

Dawn, January 13, 2010

MUZAFFARABAD: AJK Prime Minister Raja
Farooq Haider on Janaury 12 directed the education
department to formulate anew education policy with
thehelp of experts, laying emphasison eimination of
class-based education system. The class-based
education sysemiswidening thegulf betweentherich
and poor on the onehand and narrowing opportunities
for the poor to excel in different walksof lifeonthe
other, he said during ameeting held to review the
working of the department.

http://www.dawn.com/wps/wcm/connect/dawn-content-
library/dawn/the-newspaper/national/ajk-pm-seeks-end-
to-classbased-education-system-310

“Wapdaasked tofinalize Diamer-Basha
dam formalities,”
Associated Press of Pakistan, January 23, 2010

ISLAMABAD: Stressing the need for well
coordinated effortsfor timely completion of Diamer-
Basha dam, Minister for Water and Power, Raja
Pervez Ashraf asked Wapdaand all other concerned
departmentstofinaizeall themattersrelatingtothe
dam at the earliest. Presiding over the 2™ meeting of
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(Other Developments continued after Abbreviations)

ABBREVIATIONS

AJKHEB Azad Jammu and Kashmir
Hydro Electric Board

AJK Azad Jammu & Kashmir

APHC All Parties Hurriyat
Conference

BNF Balawaristan National Front

CBM Confidence Building Measures

CDP Community Development
Programme

FATA Federally Administered Tribal
Areas

FBR Federal Board of Revenue

GBDA Gilgit-Baltistan Democratic
Alliance

GBUM Gilgit Baltistan United
Movement

I1SI Inter Services Intelligence

JIAJK Jamaat-e-Islami Azad Jammu
& Kashmir

KAC Kashmiri American Council

KKH Karakoram Highway

KNM Karakoram National
Movement

LoC Line of Control

NLI Northern Light Infantry

NALA Northern Areas Legislative
Assembly

NAEDC Northern Areas Executive
Development Committee

NWFP North West Frontier Province

PoK Pakistan Occupied Kashmir

POGB Pakistan occupied Gilgit
Baltistan

PPP Pakistan Peoples’ Party

uJc United Jihad Council

WAPDA Water and Power

Development Authority
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Ministerial Committee constituted by the Prime
Minister ondiamer-bashadam project inlsamlamabad
on January 19, he said that the government would
takeall possible stepsfor betterment of theareaand
fundshave been dlocated inthisregard.

http://skardu.wordpress.com/2010/01/23/wapda-asked-to-
finalize-diamer-basha-dam-formalities/

“200 stranded people airlifted to Gilgit,”
The News, January 11, 2010

HUNZA: Asmany as 200 people stranded in Sost
valey of Hunzaover landdidingwereairlifted to Gilgit
by helicopters. According to local authorities, the
restoration of the Karakoram Highway could take
one month. According to the spokesman of Gilgit-
Baltistan Disasters Management Authority, 200
people, including traders, truck driversand |aborers,
were stranded in Sost valley over land sliding on
KarakoramHighway. They wereairlifted to Gilgit by
helicopters, relief items have been dispatched to the
snow-hit victimsof Attabad by the Red Cross.

http://www.thenews.com.pk/updates.asp?d=95838

“Neelum-Jhelum project to generate 969
MW by 2016”

ISLAMABAD: Theconstruction of Nedlum- Jhelum
Hydropower Project isexpected to be completedin
November 2016, which will add 969 megawatt
electricity tothe country’stransmission system. Work
onthedamwasinitiated in January 2008 and was set
to be completed in June 2013, however; now the
project will be completed in 2016 according to the
revised scheduled.” They said the preliminary cost
(PC-I) of the project was estimated at Rs.84, 502
million.
http://www.pakwatan.com/business_detail.php?id=7117

Hameed Shaheen, “ Saudi Relief builds
3000 housesin AJK quakezones,”

Pakistan Observer, January 21, 2010
ISLAMABAD: Saudi PublicAssistancefor Pakistan
Earthquake Victims (SPAPEV) hascompl eted 3000

pre-fabricated housesin quake-hit Muzaffarabad to
provideresidential facilitiestotheaffected. Thiswas
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stated by Dr.Khalid M. Al-Othmani, Regional
Director of SPAPEV sayingtheaffecteeshaveactudly
moved into these house and living comfortably. A
similar project of housing is in the last phase of
completion at Bagh (AJK) and 1000 unitswould be
handed over soon to the displaced families for
residentia purpose, hefurther added.

http://pakobserver.net/201001/21/news/topstories08.asp

“16 bodies recovered from Pakistan’s
2005 quake,”
AFP, January 14, 2010

MUZAFFARABAD: Rescueworkersrecovered 16
bodieson January 14, morethan four years after a
devastating earthquake buried them under tons of
rubble in Pakistan-administered Kashmir, police
noted. “We haverecovered 16 dead bodiesfromthe
rubble. These peopleweretrapped by the earthquake
whiletravelling inapassenger coach,” senior police
officia Sardar llyas, stated in Muzaffarabad.

http://www.google.com/hostednews/af p/article/
ALegM5hWzRvFcchzAeWQelL CUz LYwM_87g

KalbeAli, “Work on Diamer-Bhashadam
to begin thisyear,”
Dawn, January 15, 2010

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Water and
Power RgjaPervez Ashraf stated on January 14 that
work on Diamer-Bhashadam would begin thisyear
andtheAsan Devel opment Bank had given assurance
of financing the project. Presiding over amesting of
ministerial committeeontheproject, hesaid thedam
would open anew eraof economic development and
prosperity. Wapdachairman briefed the meeting on
mattersrelating to land acquisition, upgradation of
Karakoram Highway and resettlement plan. It would
bethehighest roller compacted damintheworldwith
aheight of 272 meters, he said. The minister asked
Wapdato immediately undertake the resettlement

plan.

http://www.dawn.com/wps/wcm/connect/dawn-content-
library/dawn/the-newspaper/front-page/13+work-on-
diamerbhasha-dam-to-begin-this-year-510-za-07
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“AJK varsity needs attention of its
Government”

MUZAFFARABAD: TheUniversty of Azad Jammu
and Kashmir hasnot changed itscurriculumfromthe
last many yearsaslack of fundsand no support by
theAzad Kashmir government regtrictsvarsity todlow
its students to take admission only in limited old
subjects. According to the sourcestheuniversity has
not even had the departments of Urdu and Islamic
Studies and also unableto offer its servicesto the
students who wanted to take admission in Mass
Communication, Political Science Psychology and
Enginesring.

http://ww.onlinenews.com.pk/details.php?i d=156927

Shabbir Ahmed Mir, “GB CJ takessuo
moto notice of load shedding,”

The News, January 10, 2010

GILGIT: Gilgit-Baltistan SupremeAppellate Court
Chief Justice Saturday took the notice of growing
power crisisinthetown and asked Water and Power
Department to explain why the city was facing a
blackout every day ever since the winter set in.
Following growing complaintsover the prolonged
unannounced load shedding, Supreme Appellate
Court Chief Judge Mohammad Nawaz Abbas took
suo moto action and issued noticesto the secretary
Water and Power and the chief engineer askingthem
to submit areport to the court within two weeks.

http://www.thenews.com.pk/print1.asp?d=217869

“50,000MW power potential in G-B,”
The Nation, January 09, 2010

KARACHI: 50,000 MW of electricity can be
produced through the availabl e resources of Gilgit
Biltistan which will resolvethe energy crisesof the
country.

Addressing apressbriefing at Karachi on January 8,
Chief Minister Gilgit Biltistan Mehdi Shah said that
the 50,000M W e ectricity can be generated through
theresourcesof Gilgit Bitistan. Healso invited the
private sector toinvest in thetourism sector.
http://www.nation.com.pk/paki stan-news-newspaper-

daily-english-online/K arachi/09-Jan-2010/50000M W-
power-potential-in-GB
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“Mangla Dam raising project opening
protested,”
The Nation, January 06, 2010

MIRPUR: Affecteesof ManglaDamraising project
protested against inauguration of the project before
completion of their rehabilitation. They chanted dogans
against Wapdafor itssheer negligenceandfailurein
the completion of process of rehabilitation of over
1.25million affecteesfaling did ocated duetoraising
of thedam.

They said therewasno justification of inauguration of
the project sincethe processfor rehabilitation and
resettlement of over 12,000 familiescomprising over
1.25million affectees could not yet be started sofar.
They pointed out that it was strange that even the
residential plotscould not be made by Wapdainits
much-publicised under-construction new residential
Stesmeant for affectees.

http://www.nation.com.pk/paki stan-news-newspaper-
daily-english-online/ld amabad/06- Jan-2010/M angla-Dam-
rai sing-project-opening-protested
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Pakistan Occupied Jammu & Kashmir
(PoK): An Overview

Pakistan occupied Jammu & Kashmir (PoK) is
congtitutionally anintegral part of the Indian Union
and remainsunder Pakistani occupation since 19472,
when Pakistan’sArmy engineered atribal invasion
and took control of more than 114,500 square
kilometers of J& K. Pakistan declared its occupied
partas'Azad or freeand conferred to J& K Mudlim
Conference, apro-Pakistani local political party, to
condtituteitsfirst titular government.

Subsequent to occupation, Pakistan embarked onthe
agenda of usurping J& K. First to be annexed was
Gilgit-Bdtistan, which went under the direct control
of Pakistanin 1949, astheleadersof AJK Muslim
Conferencewereforced to hand over theseregions
of J&K throughthe'Karachi Agreement’. Likewise,
Shinaki Kohistan and Chitrd , which congtituted parts
of Jammu & Kashmir beforeits partition in 1947,
were also annexed and merged into the NWFP of
Pakistanin 1955 and 1970 respectively. Later, when
Pakistan and Chinaagreed to demarcate ' internationd
border’ in 1963, Pakistan provisonaly ceded 19,313
sg. kilometers of trans-Karakoram track of J&K
including the segment of Baltistan known as
‘Shaksgam’ and part of Gilgit called ‘ Raskam’ to
China?

Sdlient features of PoK areasunder:

Total Area of PoK (under the current form):
85,793 s0. kilometer

Administrative Divisions: Two, namely Mirpur-
Muzaffarabad (referred to asAzad Jammu & Kashmir
or AJK by Pakistan) and Federally Administered
Gilgit-Bdtistan (FAGB).

Area ceded to China by Pakistan: 19,313 sq.
kilometer

Areaof Chitral: 14,850 sg. kilometer
Areaof Shinaki-K ohistan: 5,398 sq. kilometer

AZAD IJAMMU & KASHMIR (AJK)

The Muzaffarabad district of Kashmir province,
Mirpur and parts of Poonch districts of Jammu
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province have been under Pakistan’s control since
thetribal invasion of 1947. Pakistan amalgamated
thesedidgtrictstogether and created the so-called AXK.
AX isthesouth-western palitical entity of theformer
princely state of Jammu & Kashmir. It bordersthe
present-day Kashmir provinceto the east, Jammu
provinceto south-east (both separated from it by the
Lineof Control), the North-West Frontier Province
of Pakistan (NWFP) to the west, the Federally
Adminigered Gilgit-Bdtistan Region (FAGB) of J& K
to the north, and the Punjab Province of Pakistanto
the south. AJK isenvisaged asan autonomousregion
by Pakistan. The government of AJK isconsidered
asaparalel government, which was established to
challengethelegitimacy of the J& K governmentin
Srinagar. Despitethefact that A K isneither acountry
nor aprovinceof Pakistan, it hasitsown President,
Prime Minister, High and Supreme Courts, Penal
Code, national anthem and aflag. These structures
andthedesignationsareonly titular in natureand real
authority lieswiththefedera government of Pakistan.
Significant matters such as defence, tax revenues,
supposed ‘foreign policy’, rehabilitation of refugees
and thefinancial control have been carefully placed
under thediscretion of the political establishment of
Pakistan.

Currently, the parts of Kashmir province under PoK
isdividedintothreedistrictsof Muzaffarabad, Bagh
and Nedlum, whilethe partsof Jammu province under
PoK isdivided into five districts namely Poonch/
Rawad akot, Sudhnati/Palandari, Bhimber, Kotli and
Mirpur.

Areaof AJK: 13,297 square km

Population: 2.973million (1998 popul ation census),
Male, 1.850 million; Female, 1.832million

Capital: Muzaffarabad

Kashmir (Muzaffarabad Division) comprisesof 3
digtricts: Bagh, Muzaffarabad and Neelum

Jammu (Mirpur Division) comprising of 5 digtricts:
Bhimber, Kotli, Mirpur, Sudhnati/Pallandari and
Rawa akot/Poonch

President: RgjaZulgarnain Khan
PrimeMinister: RgaFarooq Haider Khan
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Political Structure

Ministry of Kashmir Affairs& Gilgit-Baltistan:
Pakistan” KAGB isthede-facto supremeauthority in
both AJK and FAGB in regards to matters on
finances, project approval, resource control and key
politica decisons.

AJK Council: Total 12 members, selected by Prime
Minister of Pakistan, six each representing
governmentsof AJK and Pakistan. TheAJK Council
isheaded by the PrimeMinister of Pakistan.

AJK LegisativeAssembly: Total seatsare 49, of
which 29 aredirectly elected fromtheAJK, 11 are
e ected from various districts of Pakistan under the
provisonfor the*Kashmiri refugees , whereas 8 seats
arereserved for females, overseasKashmirisand the
technocrats.

Judicial System: AXK hasitsown Highand Supreme
Courts, which are assisted by district session and
magistrate courts. Further, AJK hasaBar Council
and Pena Code. However, approval of chief justices
for High and Supreme Courts comesfrom Pakistani-
dominated AJK Council. In addition, Pakistan’'s
military tribunals, Hudood Ordinance and Shariat
Courtsalso functionin AJK. The Chief Secretary,
regional commissioners, and | nspector General of
Police are a so appointed by Pakistani minister for
Kashmir Affairs & Gilgit-Baltistan (KAGB),
previoudy known asKashmir Affairsand Northern
Areas(KANA).

Ethnic Groups. Gujjars, Jats, Mughal, Rajputs,
Sudhan, Awan, Qureshi, Pashtuns, Shins, Ladakhi,
Bdltisetc.

Religious Groups: Sunni, Ahlehadith, Shia,
Nurbakhshi, Chrigtians, Qadianis, Hindus

L anguages. Punjabi, Hindko, Pahari, Kashmiri, Bdlti,
Puriki, Shina

Political Groups: United Jammu and Kashmir
Peoples National Party, AJK Muslim Conference,
International Kashmir Alliance, JK National Party,
Jammu & Kashmir Liberation Front (Amanullah),
Peoples United Action Committee, All Parties
National Alliance (APNA)
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Federally Administered Gilgit-Baltistan
(FAGB)

Gilgit-Batistanwasprevioudy referred to by Pakistan
as the Federally Administered Northern Areas
(FANA). Itisthenorthernmost politica entity within
the Pakistan occupied Jammu & Kashmir (PoK) and
isunder direct control of theldamabad government.
The area, after separation of Chitral and Shinaki
Kohigtan, isstill fiveand half timesbigger thanAJK.
It borders Ladakh and Tibet to its east; East-
Turkestantoitsnorth; Afghanistan and Tgjikistanto
itsnorth-west; Chitral toitswest; Dir, Swat, Kohistan
and Kaghan districtsof NWFPtoitssouthwhileAJK
and the Kashmir Valley lieto itssouth-east. Before
1947, Batistan waspart of Ladakh regionand ruled
throughthe Jammu provincid government, whileGilgit
wasruled under theauthority of Kashmir province.
When Pakistan occupied these regions, they were
amalgamated under the garb of so-called * Northern
Areas and thereby received the status of federally
controlled region in 1974. However, the status of
Gilgit-Baltistan isleft undefined in the successive
constitutions of Pakistan. Pakistan accepts Gilgit-
Baltistan as part of the Princely State of Jammu &
Kashmir, however, does not consider it as part of
AX. Duetoadirect control imposed fromIdamabad,
thelocalstill await congtitutional andjudicid rights.
For ingtance, they lack representation in the Pakistani
Parliament, Council of Common Interests (CCl),
Hydro-eectric Board, IndusRiver System Authority
(IRSA), National Judicial Counil and National
Finance Commission (NFC). Further, they cannot
accessthe provincial high courtsand the Supreme
Court of Pakistan for justice. The Judicial
Commissioner exercisesjudicial powersin Gilgit-
Baltistan whoisapolitical figure nominated by the
Minister for KAGB.

After occupation of Gilgit-Batistanin 1949, Pakistan
administered the region under the draconian and
inhumane Frontier Crimes Regulation (FCR) for
around 20 years> PM Z.A. Bhutto of Pakistan
abolished FCR in 1974 and introduced an ad-hoc
presidential ordinanceto governtheregion. Since
then, Gilgit-Baltistan hasbeenruled by presidential
ordinances, which have come under repeated
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amendments. In 1994, PM Benazir Bhutto
promulgated Northern Areas Governance Order
whichwaslater renamed asLegd Framework Order
(LFO) by President Musharraf in 2007.4 In essence,
they all remained as ad-hoc ordinanceswithout any
congtitutional cover.® Aspressurefrom bothloca and
internationa politica and humanrightsorganizations
increased with demands of genuine political and
judicd rightsfor thepeopleof Gilgit-Bdtigtan, Pekistan
announced the so-called *Gilgit-Baltistan
Empowerment and Self-Governance Order’ on
October 26, 2009.° Unfortunately, thisorder isyet
another presidentia ordinancewith no parliamentary
backing, and replaces the current LFO with some
amendments.” Theterm ‘ self governance’ iscoined
as a strategic move to defuse pressure of the
international organizations, which promises to
introduce administrative, political, economic and
judicia reformsin Gilgit-Baltistan. Although the
ordinanceisclamed asareplicaof theAJK political
andjudicia system; it refusesthe post of president,
primeminister to theloca sand establishment of pena
code, and High and Supreme Courts. Further it lacks
provisionsto re-instate State Subject Rule.

Accordingtotheorder, Northern Areaswill becdled
Gilgit-Baltistan and the current Northern Areas
LegidativeAssembly (NALA) will bereplaced by
Gilgit-Bdtigan L egidativeAssembly (GBLA), which
will have the right to legislate and choose a chief
minister. Further, Pakistan will replacethe existing
Chairman of NALA withagovernor to ensurefedera
government’scontrol over theregion. Gilgit-Batistan
would aso haveitsown public servicecommission, a
chief e ection commissioner, an auditor general, and
aboundary commission to settle boundary dispute
between Pakistan and J& K. Thelegidativeassembly
of Gilgit-Baltistan would haveatota of 33 members,
including six reserved seatsfor women and threefor
technocrats. Further, similar toAJK Council, Gilgit-
Baltistan Council will be constituted to ensure
representation of federal government intheregion.
Thecouncil will enjoy legidative powersover 60 odd
subjects. It will have 15 members which shall be
presided over by theprimeminister of Pakistan. While
the Assembly is given the powers to propose the
budget, approving authority will beministry of KAGB
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inldamabad. Compared to the provincesof Pakistan,
wherethechief minister isthe supremeauthority, the
newly proclaimed order rests all administrative,
political and judicial authority with the Pakistani
governor whichwill eventualy maketheassembly a
toothless tiger. Governor will be the executive
authority and custodian of tax and revenues. Hewill
administer Gilgit-Baltistan council on behalf of the
primeminister of Pakistan, and overseepublic service
commission, election commission, boundary
commission, judiciary, and auditor general’soffice.
Hewill bethe authority to appoint heads of public
Service commission, € ection commission, boundary
commission, commissioner of exciseand taxation,
chief judgeof appdlatecourt, auditor generd, regiond
cabinet membersand advisors. Hewill havetheright
to approvethe budget, and dissolvethe assembly and
impose emergency under prescribed conditions.
Further, the Inspector General of Police, Chief
Secretary and all departmental secretaries, directors
of departments, and commissioner and deputy
commissionersof districtswill be appointed by the
governor. Likewise, it will not bethe Assembly but
the Council under thegovernor, whichwill legidate
on natural resourcesof Gilgit-Baltistan, including
minerals, forests, electricity and water storage,
industries, school curricula, tourism, cinematography
etc.

Salient Features of FAGB areasunder:

Areaof FAGB: 72,496 sq. kilometer

Population: 870,347 (1998 popul ation census)
Capital: Gilgit

Digtricts: seven

Baltistan Region (part of Ladakh) is divided into
Gancheand Skardu districts

Gilgit Regionisdivided intoAstore, Diamer, Ghizer,
Hunza-Nagar and Gilgit districts

Ethnic Groups. Shin, Bdlti, Puriki, Ladakhi, Wakhi,
Yashkun, Tibetan, Mongol, Tatar, Mon, Pashtun,
Khowar, Dom, Gujjar, Rg put and Kashmiri

Religious Groups: Shia (Twelvers), Nurbakhshi
(Twelvers), Ismaili, Sunni, and Ahlehadith
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L anguages. Shina, Bati, Wakhi, Khowar, Gujjari,
Burushaski, Puriki, Kashmiri, Pashto

Political Structure: In July 2009, NALA was
dissolved beforeit could completeits 5-yearsterm,
and dong withthat, advisorstothe Chairmaninduding
the Chief Executivewere al so sacked. Subsequently,
electionfor GBLA washeld on November 12, 2009
under the newly proclaimed self-governance and
empowerment order. Pakistan Peopl e sParty (PPP),
theruling party of Pakistan, wontwo-third majority
inGBLA andformed government.

Gilgit-Baltistan Council: Total 15 members,
selected by PrimeMinister of Pakistan; 7 representing
government of Gilgit-Baltistan and 8 representing
government of Pakistan. The Gilgit-Bdtistan Council
isheaded by the PrimeMinister of Pakistan. Further,
Chief Minister, Governor, Minister for KAGB and
Prime Minister of Pakistan are voting members of
GBC.

Gilgit-Baltistan L egidative Council: GBLA has
24 directly elected memberswhile 6 femaleand 3
technocrats comethrough selection.

Acting-Gover nor of G-B: Ch. Qamar ZamanKaira,
aMember of Parliament from Gujrat ditrict of Punjab
isthecurrent governor of Gilgit-Bdtistan.

Ministry of Kashmir Affairs& Gilgit-Baltistan:
Pakistan’ KAGB isthede-facto supremeauthority in
both AJK and FAGB in regards to matters on
finances, project approval, resource control and key
political decisons.

Minister for KAGB: Mian Manzoor A. Wattoo,
whoiscurrently aMember of theNationa Assembly
of Pakistan elected from Okara district of Punjab
province.

Chief Minister G-B: Syed Mehdi Shah of Skardu
didrict.

Political Groups Bawaristan Nationd Front (BNF),
Gilgit-Baltistan Thinkers Forum, Gilgit-Baltistan
United Movement (GBUM), Baltistan National
Movement, Karakoram National Movement, Gilgit
Baltistan Democratic Alliance (GBDA), Gilgit
Baltistan National Alliance (GBNA), All Parties
National Alliance (APNA)
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Judicial Sructure: Instead of High and Supreme
Courts, Gilgit-Baltistan will havean appellate court
whichwill be headed by the chief judge. The chief
judge, aswell the session and district judgeswill be
appointed by the Pakistani primeminister. Inaddition
to the appellate court, therewill beachief courtin
Gilgit. Thenumber of judgeshasbeenincreased from
threetofive. Inaddition, Pakistan’smilitary tribunas,
Hudood Ordinanceand Shariat Courtswill continue
tofunctionin Gilgit-Batistan. Further, Pakistan’sPend
Codeappliesin FAGB.

Literacy rate: 15% mae; 3.5% femde (World Bank
estimatesof 1997)

Per Capitalncome: PCI of Gilgit-Batistanisaround
one-fourth of Pakistan’saverage (US$264 compared
to Pakistan'sUS$ 1,071). 8

Sateof Infrastructure: More than two-thirds of
thevillageslack potablewater, eectricity, telephone,
hedth units, girls' schools, paved roads, ration depot,
and pony tracks.

Endnotes

1 Baltistan was occupied by Pakistan a year later in
1948

2 http://www.jstor.org/stable/2754976?se0=7

8 http://lwww.global security.org/intell/world/pakistan/
law.htm

4 http://ips-pk.org/content/view/234/259/

5 http://www.kashmirnewz.com/a0012.html

6 http://www.dawn.com/wps/wcm/connect/dawn-
content-library/dawn/the-newspaper/national/
gilgitbaltistan-package-termed-an-eyewash-089

7 http://www.kashmirnewz.com/a0012.html

8 AKRSP Socio-economic Survey of Northern Areas
and Chitral (SESNAC) 2005; http://
www.finance.gov.pk/finance_blog/?p=238; http://
finance.kal point.com/pdf/highlights/todays-pick/per-
capita-income-falls-to-1071.pdf
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