POK NEWSIDIGEST

A MONTHLY NEWS DIGEST ON PAKISTAN OCCUPIED KASHMIR

e Commentary

Election Special - Gilgit-Baltistan Legislati
Assembly Election November 2009 -
Senge Hasnan Sering

e Political Developments
Militants Blow Themselves up in Muzaffarz

United Kashmir People’s National Party De
Exit of Pakistan Army from POK

Official Results of Gilgit-Baltistan Elections
Announced

Gilgit-Baltistan Poll a Cosmetic Exercise: |

e Economic Developments
Cross-LoC Trade Increases
KEF Receives Donations to Open Schools

e Internation eNts
UK to
.,

1w
|4

Compiled & Edited

by
Dr Priyanka Singh

INSTITUTE FOR DEFENCE STUDIES AND ANALYSES

No. 1, Development Enclave, Rao Tula Ram Marg
New Delhi-110 010



ey, T ; e

= — i
i =" Y " ™
|' ‘l "o Thumn’ ry"'dF ; N
/o‘Jﬂm;:ﬁ *'RA?GQD /‘f .,s’rla_u‘mjn ML“TW T SUGOTOARAM\L\-L |
— T gg= =
o _C:_QZJFW'_‘__' | o
NURISTAN | l mmRY| e & o

|
| e PR ’JW
7 \J: ) L‘1|~ 5126‘Nan2Paml A

W} / *s GILGIT WAZIRAT smh;
( Chigha Sa # { G

7/

= €' Malakend g

Jal N,
{Jalalab

P
~SARGODHA '/(;}‘g

‘I"Jffl- o

Jammu & Kashmir

(Source: Based on the Survey of IndiaMap, Govt of India2000)

A Monthly Newsl etter on Pakistan Occupied Kashmir 2



About this Issue

Thefirst ever electionsto the Gilgit Baltistan Legislative Assembly were held in November 2009
amidst criticismof large scal erigging and misuse of state machinery by theruling partiesespecially
the PPP. PML-N chief, Nawaz Sharif campaigned rigorously in various constituencies and made
high sounding promisesto the voters. Thefinal resultswere completely in favour of the PPP and
with two thirds majority, Syed Mehdi Shah was appointed as the Chief Minister of the Gilgit
Baltistan.

Several reports in this issues hint to the ever growing opposition to the Gilgit Baltistan
Empower ment and Self-governance Presidential Ordinance 2009. People have not yet to come
to terms with the new arrangement denying Pakistan’s jurisdiction on the region. According to
them, Pakistan hasno legal right to issue any such order asthereisno mention to Gilgit Baltistan
in the constitution of Pakistan.

A very significant development at the international level has taken place in Brussels, where a
group of members from the European Parliament have form a group known as the * Friends of
Gilgit Baltistan’ asisindicated in one of the reportsincluded in thisissue. The group hasraised
concerns on the problems prevailing in the Gilgit Baltistan taking note of the absence of local
ownership in the political process of the region.

The cross LoC trade has gathered some momentum but the basi ¢ problems of infrastructure and
banking channels continues to persist. If not checked, thisislikely to adversely affect the cross
border trade in future.

For thefirst time ever, we have included reports accessed from the original prints of some local
newspaper s in PoK which describe some pertinent issues prevailing there.

Priyanka Singh

December 2009



Election Special - Gilgit-Baltistan
L egidative Assembly Election November
2009

Senge Hasnan Sering

When November 12, 2009 was announced as the
dateto hold electionfor Gilgit-Baltistan Legidative
Assembly (GBLA) under the newly promulgated
Gilgit-Baltistan Empowerment and Self-governance
Presidentia Ordinance 2009, paliticd partieshad less
than 50 daysto preparefor thefirst ever of itskind of
politica gda. At that time, no one could have guessed
thescaeof attention and mediacoveragethiseection
wasgoingtoreceive. While 256 potential candidates
werein theraceto be part of aninstitution, which
wasgoing to debut withtheright tolegidate, only 24
wereactualy goingto makeit. Advent of new players
inthefray, including mainstream Pakigtani partiesand
local nationaists, generated tough competitionfor the
Peopl€ sParty (PPP), whichisthe currently in power
in Pakistan.! Consequently, federal ministers, chief
minister of Punjab, membersof Pakistan'sparliament,
retired generals, heads of Pakistani religious and
political partiesand even President Zardari and PM
Gillani wereseen hurryingtotheregion.?

During rallies, leaders promised to provide jobs,
educational quotas, socia benefitsand congtitutional
rights; however, no party could present a proper
welfare program for the common people or a
manifesto to explain how thesethingswill takeplace.
Just 48 hoursbeforethe polling day, Gilgit-Baltistan
wason high asPakistan’sprime minister and acting
governor of Gilgit-Batistan paidyet another flying vigt
to Skardo and announced heavy packagesincluding
cregtion of two digtrictsin Batistan and severd tehsls
and sub-divisionsin Gilgit.® Skardo and Gilgit were
declared ‘mega cities’ with creation of city
development authority (CDA) and increaseinfunds
for the metro areas. Announcements were madeto
raise minimum wage to Rs. 6,000 per month and
temporary and contract employees were declared
permanent. Thousandsof jobsfor teachersand police
were announced. Police wageswere doubled (Rs.
16,000 per month) to compensate their counter
terrorism duties. Skardo airport was declared
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international to accommodate flightsfrom China,
Central Asiaand Nepal . Further, freetractorswere
announced aspart of farmer empowerment scheme.*

Following the footsteps of PM Gilani, the Sharif
Brothers(Nawaz Sharif and Shehbaz Sharif) arrived
in Gilgit-Baltistan and announced educational quotas
for sudentsof Gilgit-Batistanin Punjab’singtitutions
and fundsto build student hostels, and medical and
engineering colleges’ in Gilgit-Bdtistan.® Ontheother
hand, MQM had brought in doctorsfrom Karachi
and established medical campsto persuadevoters.
They a so announced special job quotasfor citizens
of Gilgit-Baltistan residing in Karachi.” Among one
hundred thousand citizensof Gilgit-Bdtistanresiding
in Karachi, many have joined MQM who went to
villages and established campsto ensure effective
canvassing. Anaystspredict MQM will beaforceto
reckonwithinthe next assembly electionin 2014.

Asthe el ectioneering progressed through October,
Skardo and Gilgit townsfelt drowned in party flags
and banners. MQM is said to have imported two
truck-loads of bamboo batons (not availablelocaly)
from Idamabad to hoist flagsand banners. Car rallies
added extracol or totheevent asthousandsof vehicles
were rented by parties for show of power. On the
other hand, it also created logistical problem for
residentsasevery day hundredsof peoplewere seen
queuing for buses and wagons to get to offices,
hospitals and schools. Campaigns were run
systematically and some partieseven brought experts
from different partsof Pakistantotrainloca activists
andtheir potential voters.

Because of heavy presence of armed forces during
electioneering, Gilgit and Skardo townslooked more
likeaneighborhood of Swat or Waziristaninthefirst
two weeks of November.2 However, inthefar flung
sengitiveareasof theregion, army or police presence
wasdissatisfactory. Severd incidentsof clasheswere
reported from different partsof theregion during the
process. In placeslike Shigar, Denyor, Hussainabad,
Rondu, Diamer and Gilgit, party workersof MQM
and JUIF displayed weaponsto intimate opponents.
Clashesin Shigar led to casualties and damage to
assets’ when MQM attacked ahotel injuring 30 PPP



supportersand destroying their vehicles.’® Further,
police arrested 40 MQM workers in Shigar and
confiscated their jeep which was loaded with
Kalashnikovs, pistols, and other ammunition. In
Skardo, MQM, PMLN and PPP supporters clashed
injuring 8 people. In yet another incident, MQM
workers pelted stones at femal e supporters of PPP
whowereleaving thepolling station after casting votes.
MQM and PPP workers aso clashed in Denyor
which led to arrest of 30 including the MQM
contestant and injuriesto severd others.™ In Rondu,
Governor Kairawasrefused an addresstoarally as
opposition parties attacked the venue and chanted
anti-PPPd ogans.*? An unfortunateincident occurred
in Diamer, where in a unanimous decision by
representativesof variouspolitical andreligiousparties
of Diamer, womenwere barred fromusingtherr right
of franchise.™®

Accordingto acting Governor of Gilgit-Batistan, Mr.
Kaira, closeto 40% of the 714, 966 eligiblevoters
used their right of franchise.** Similar to previous
cases, theruling party inldamabad emerged victorious
inGilgit-Baltistan. While PPP bagged 13 sedts, two
each went to PML-N, PML-Q and JUIF, and one
seat to MQM. Remaining two seatsweretaken by
independent candidates, who areexpectedtojoin PPP
soon. Theruling party wasatruewinner in Batistan
whereit got 7 out of 9 seats, however, failed to grab
any seat in the Diamer district. On November 19,
PPP nominateditsregiona president asthefirst chief
minister of Gilgit-Baltistan.®> Asthe next step, voting
on reserved seatsfor female, technocratsand Gilgit-
Bdtistan Council will takeplace. Electionsaretill to
be held in Ghizer, where acandidate died of heart
attack and in Diamer, where €l ection was postponed
dueto heavy shooting between two partiesleading to
death of two and injuriesto many others.'

Thebig surpriseisadvent of MQM whichwonthe
lone seat from Shigar valley of Bdtistan. Inthe pagt,
many have accused MQM as the party of
establishment!” while others have blamed it for
receiving support from USA® and India® Somefear
that MQM will introduce culture of target killing and
extortionin Gilgit-Baltistan. Other surprisesinclude
victory for twoindependent Shiacandidatesfromthe
heart of Gilgit-Baltistani.e. Gilgit town, where PPP
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and PML-N were considered hot favorites. In order
towin over Sunni immigrant-votesin Gilgit-2, PPP,
for thefirst time, fielded aSunni candidate; however,
Sunni vote divide between PPPand PMLN alowed
independent Shiacandidate to win aseat previousy
held by PMLN.? Successof Shiacandidatesin Gilgit-
Baltistan (all six seatsof Gilgit district aretaken by
Shiasthistime) may also lead to further sectarian
clashesand casudltiesas Sunnisfed electionresults
undermining their right of representationinthenewly
incepted | egidative assembly. In Ganchedistrict of
Baltistan, religious vote-factor helped Grand
Nurbaxshi Mufti M. Abdullahtowin against PMLQ
candidate AminaAnsari.? PML Q took two seatsby
exploiting Musharraf’ spopul arity,” who aspresident
of Pakistan allocated a large budget for Gilgit-
Batistan.*

Despiteintimidation and lack of mediacoverage,
separatist partieslike GBDA, GBUM, APNA, BNF,
KNM and GBDA also put up an impressive show
for thefirst time. Nawaz Ngji of BNFisconsidered
favoritein Ghizer district where el ection has been
postponed until December 22, 2009. APNA
boycotted the €l ection protesting Pakistani intentions
of annexing Gilgit-Baltistan through the self-
governance package. Realizing the potential
chdlenges, government banned e ection campaigning
of Gilgit Batistan DemocraticAlliance (GBDA) and
Bawaristan National Front (BNF) for anindefinite
time period and detained more than 100 national ists
including three GBDA €l ection candidates and two
sonsof thelate Gilgit war hero, Colonel Hassan on
November 1, 2009% who were later deported to
Islamabad.?” Party workers blocked Karakoram
Highway for two hours to protest their leaders
detention and demanded their immediaterel ease.®®
In another incident, candidate from Gilgit-2 and
general secretary of BN, Kalamuddin'shousewas
damaged by abomb blast.?®

Criticssay that Pakistan proclaimed the so-called self-
governance ordinance and conducted election, asit
does not want to see a Balochistan like situation
emerging onitsborder with China. Giventhecontext,
China may as well be breathing easy with the
completion of the el ection process, which despite
someisolated incidents, remained peaceful. Chinahas



invested heavily inthe megaprojectsin thisregion
likeKarakoramHighway, megadamsat Bunji, Diamer,
Satpara, Neelum, and Naltar Hydro-power schemes.
Only apeaceful andinvestor-friendly environment will
allow Chinato sustain its presencein the region,®
which can beachieved by fulfilling politica demands
of thelocalsand thereby gaining their support and

goodwill.

Opposition parties and NGOs like Human Rights
Commission of Pakistan, and Free& Fair Election
Network (FAFEN)* accused | amabad of rigging,
ballot stuffing and utilizing government machinery to
influencevoters.® Ontheother hand, € ection manager
of PPP, Chaudary Manzoor complained of media
biasnessas TV channelsmaintained focuson MQM
and PMLN rallies. Opposition claimed that
government distributed registration formsof Benazir
Income Support Program (BI SP) —amonthly poverty
allowance of Rs. 6,000 - among potential female
voters.® They a0 accused theregimeof intentionaly
extending theterm of local bodies(district and union
councils), whichweregoing to bedissolved dongwith
NorthernAreasLegidaiveAssembly (NALA).*This
may have allowed the membersof district and union
councilsto utilizetheir fundsfor government-backed
candidates.

PPPwon atwo-third maority despite several odds,
which include rigorous media trial against PPP
leadership, failure of NRO to wash thewrong-doings
of theruling elite, the rift between PPP and army
created by Kerry-Luger Bill, therising separatismin
Ba ochistan, the unabated suicidebombings, and last
but not least the unavailability of commoditieslike
electricity, petrol, gas and sugar to the common
people. Political analystswere viewed thiselection
asthelitmustest of current regime’s popularity and
opposition partieswent quiteafew extramilesduring
canvassngtolimit PPP schancesof victory. Idamabed
has termed the success in Gilgit-Baltistan as
confidence of people in the leadership; however,
eectionresultswill not he p PPPmaintainitspopul arity
intherest of the country. For locals, victory for PPP
a so meanscontinuation of thepalitica process, which
they fear could havejeopardizedif theruling party in
Islamabad had | ost the el ection.
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The historical association of the region with PPP
cannot be denied. In 1974, PM Bhutto declared
Gilgit-Baltistan afederally administered Northern
Areas (FANA), which was until then an agency
governed under NWFP. Subsequently, he abolished
thedraconianlaw called Frontier CrimesRegulations
(FCR) and dropped heavy agriculturetaxes, which
the poverty-stricken local swere paying to |damabad
since 1947.

Whileldamabad may also haveacquired support of
the powerful contractor community to garner votes,
which benefitsfrom government infrastructure and
military supplies contracts, Pak-Chinatrade, tourism,
transport corporationsand timber trade; persondity
and kinship of acandidate also influenced voters.
Some also believe that the predominant Shia,
Nurbaxshi and Ismaili community of Jammu &
Kashmir preferred PPPover PMLN and others. The
misconceptionthat Kashmirisoppose self-governance
and political empowerment for Gilgit-Baltistan and
thereforerejected the presidentia ordinancewasa so
exploited successfully by government and used as
‘Kashmir card’ to attract votesfrom pro-Pakistani
groups.®

Apparently, mgority of the peopleof Gilgit-Batistan
arenot happy with the self-governance ordinance,*
however, they expect that thenewly incepted | egiddive
assembly will amend it suiting to their needs. Two-
third majority for PPP (assuming independentsjoin
PPP soon) could mean an opportunity to passlaws
favoring common people. Howeve, if Gilgit-Batistan
Council loaded with Pakistani federal ministers
restrictsthe powers of the assembly then the same
two-third majority may also become a threat for
Pakistani government and itsinterestsintheregion.
Shiasand Sunniswill haveto reconciletothefact that
thelegidative assembly can be put to work to benefit
both communities. Theordinanceisthefirst baby step
taken by Pakistanin 63 yearsand all stakeholders
should givethe political processachanceto evolve
and mature.

Endnotes

1 http://gecanews.wordpress.com/2009/09/28/ppp-
and-pml-g-stretch-muscles-for-gil git-bal tistan-poll/

2 http://pamirtimes.net/2009/11/10/pt-€l ection-pm-
concludes-ppps-€el ection-campaign-in-skardu/
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http://www.dawn.com/wps/wcm/connect/dawn-
content-library/dawn/news/pakistan/07-polling-
underway-in-gilgit-baltistan-polls-ha-05

http://pamirtimes.net/2009/10/24/twel ve-ppp-men-
hurt-in-clash-with-mgm/

http://www.dawn.com/wps/wcm/connect/dawn-
content-library/dawn/news/pakistan/provinces/19-
post-€l ection-clashes-in-skardu-eight-injured-hh-05

http://pamirtimes.net/category/gilgit/

The author was present in the vicinity when the
incident occurred

http://www.dawn.com/wps/wcm/connect/dawn-
content-library/dawn/news/pakistan/07-polling-
underway-in-gilgit-baltistan-polls-ha-05

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/
displayarticle.asp?xfile=data/international /2009/
November/international_November709.xml

& section=internationa & col=

Weekly Northern Time Gilgit-Baltistan (English
paper) issue 16, volume 1, 23-29 November 2009

http://el ections.com.pk/newsdetail s.php?id=804

http://www.nation.com.pk/pakistan-news-
newspaper-daily-english-online/Regional/K arachi/26-
Nov-2009/M QM -playing-a-tool-role-for-
establishment-Zulfigar-Mirza

A quite afew political activists assume that MQM
has been sent by USA to counter Chineseinfluences
in Gilgit-Baltistan, while othersthink that MQM will
hel p contain sectarianism thereby allowing Chinaand
Islamabad to pursue economic development in the
region with peace.

http://pakistanz.blogspot.com/2009/11/mgm-
supported-by-indiahtml

http://www.chowk.com/ilogs/74826/51576

December 2009

24

25

27

28

31

*

Daily K2, Monday November 2, 2009, Issue 179:
Page 1

http://dardistannews.wordpress.com/2009/11/14/
unofficial-results-of-election-in-gil git-baltistan/

http://www.grandtrunkroad.com/?p=425
Thaindian news, November 9, 2009

http://gecanews.wordpress.com/2009/11/07/news-
in-brief/; Weekly Baang-e-Sahar Gilgit-Baltistan, 7-
13 November, 2009, Issue 3, Volume 17. Karachi:
Page 1

http://mygilgit.wordpress.com/2009/11/page/2/
http://www.unpo.org/content/view/10282/81/

Weekly Azaan Gilgit-Baltistan issue 6, volume4, 1-
10 November 2009

Daily Baad-e-Shimal Gilgit-Baltistanissue 12, volume
93, 3 November 2009

http://www.dawn.com/wps/wcm/connect/dawn-
content-library/dawn/news/pakistan/nwfp/300-
suspected-people-expelled-from-n-areas-gil git

http://www.dawn.com/wps/wcm/connect/dawn-
content-library/dawn/news/pakistan/16-hrcp-sees-
flaws-in-gilgit-batistan-elections-hs-04

Thousands of bogus votes registered in Gilgit and
Skardo town constituencies. (Weekly Siachen Gilgit-
Baltistanissue 13, volume 12, 1-7 November 2009)

http://dailyk2.com/large.php?d=8641

Weekly Waadi Gilgit-Baltistanissue4, volume 11, 1-
11 November 2009

http://www.nation.com.pk/pakistan-news-
newspaper-daily-english-online/Politics/05- Sep-
2009/K ashmiris-reject-NAs-autonomy

The prominent religious scholar of Baltistan and a
closeassociate of Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, AllamaShiekh
Mirza Yusuf Hussain, termed the whole process as
eyewash. He stated that federal parties make false
promises and exploit sentiments of peopleof Gilgit-
Baltistan therefore they are not sincereto locals. He
believesthat only alocal political party can address
needs of the local people. (Weekly Qayadat Gilgit-
Baltistan volume No. 32, Issue No. 1, 4-10
November 2009)

The Author is Misiting Fellow at IDSA. The views
expressed are his personal and not that of IDSA.



“Militants blow themselves up in
M uzaffarabad,”

MUZAFFARABAD: Threesuspected militantsblew
themselves up after police and villagers and
surrounded theminamountainousarea. According
to officials, policelaunched asearchin asuburb of
theAzad Kashmir capitd after resi dentsreported that
three men had dumped a bag of weaponsbehind a
house.

Policeand civil defence department officialsfound
three Kalashnikovs along with 18 magazines, 12
grenades, six guided missiles, one pistol with two
magazines and two jacketsin the bag. The suspects,
inthe meantime, had crossed over to the other side
of thetown usingasuspension bridgeon River Jhelum.
Findly, policeandlocal peoplesurrounded thethree
suspectson the Sarar hill and when they got close,
themilitantsblew themsalvesup.

http://www.def ence. pk/f orums/pakistans-war/39700-
militants-blow-themsel ves-up-muzaffarabad.html

Weekly Qayadat Gilgit-Baltistan,
Volume 32, Issue 1, November 4-10, 2009

The Gilgit-Baltistan Self-governance and
Empowerment Ordinance draws suspicions. When
strong leaderslike Bhutto and Musharraf couldn’t
announce such packages, how come a weak
government of Zardari could take such abig step?
People of Gilgit-Baltistan should have their own
regional party and not rely on federal partiessince
they make fal se promises and exploit sentiments.
Federa partieshave no genuineand sincereinterest
in our region and its people. During the tenure of
KANA minister Mehtab Abbassi, sectarianismin
Gilgit-Baltistan heightened. This was said by a
prominent religiousscholar of BatigtanAllamaShiekh
MirzaYusuf Hussain, acloseassociate of Zulfikar Al
Bhuitto.

Weekly Qayadat Gilgit-Baltistan,
Volume 32, Issue 1, November 4-10, 2009

Theinspector genera of policel GP Gilgit-Batistan
Syed Tehseen Anwar has admitted that police
personnel have worked for sectarian causesin the
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past. Infuture, if police personnd arefoundinvolved
in sectarian activities or promoting cause of
sectarianismwithin the police organization, thenthey
will befired. Headmitted that banned religiouspolitical
and Jehadi parties have their network intact and
functiond inGilgit-Bdtigtan.

Weekly Iwan-e-Sadagat Gilgit-Baltistan,
Volume 36 Issue 2, November 4, 2009

Morethan 25000illegd immigrantsfrom Pekistan have
purchased land in AJK who are settling mostly in
Muzaffarabad and Rawlakot. They engagein drug
and weapon busi ness and have been found involved
in cases pertaining to 90 deaths, 109 kidnappings,
and 300 robberies.

“United Kashmir People’s National Party
demand exit of Pakistan Army from POK,”
November 27, 2009

Today entire Pakistani state and society is
encompassed by terrorism, communalism and
fanaticism. Poverty, unemployment and socia unrest
areincreasing day by day. Itisall duetothose cold
war erapoliciesof Pakistani stateinstitutionsand
security establishment and policy makersthat iswhy
entiresouth As an region hasbeen destabilised today.

We have strong resentment over the prevailing
situation in both regions of so called Azad Kashmir
and Gilgit Bdtistan. Our fertilelandshave beenturned
into jungles and means of production and mode of
production have been badly destroyed. The local
authority at Muzaffarabad hasalso failed to address
graveissueslike poverty, ignorance, unemployment
and underdevelopment. The world has seen poor
performance of these while elephantsthat areusing
public money but thereisno change on the ground.
The earthquake victims of 2005 are still wandering
between ERRA and SERA offices. Pragmatically they
have been | eft unattended and abandoned by the state
ingitutions

We have been demanding since years that
Government of Pakistan should recognise
constitutional, political, democratic, and socio-
economic and human rights of the people of this



region, despite given them fundamental rightsand
freedoms|damabad hasimposed Governor Ruleon
thisregion after 63 years. Legally Pakistan hasno
locus standi to impose such package on these aress.

http://www.australia.to/

index.phpoption=com_content& view=articleid=16811:united-
kashmir-peopl es-national - party-demand-exit-of -pakistan-
army-from-pok& catid=71:world-news& Itemid=301

“PML-N to play constructive opposition
rolein GBLA,
November 25, 2009

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Muslim League Nawaz
(PML-N) would play acongiructiveroleof oppostion
party inGilgit-Batisan LegidativeAssambly (GBLA)
to strengthen the nascent democracy in the country,
PML-N spokesman Siddiqul Farooq stated on
November 25.

Addressing apressconferencehereat thePML-N's
Central Secretariat, he said his party has been
cooperating with Pakistan Peoples Party-led
government to create an atmosphere of understanding
and promote democratic norms. He said resultsand
votes secured by the party candidates showed that
PML-N isthesecond largest political party in Gilgit-
Bdtistan. However, he expressed dissatisfaction over
the el ection process and blamed that unfair means
were used to defeat rival candidates.

http://www.southasi anow.com/pml-n-to-play-
constructive-opposition-role-in-gbla/

“Gilgit-Baltistan polls rigged to large
extent: Siddiqul Farooq,”
Dawn, November 25, 2009

ISLAMABAD: PML-N leader Siddiqul Farooqon
November 25 said the general electionsin Gilgit-
Baltistan wererigged to alargeextent. Addressinga
press conference at the PML-N Secretariat in
Idamabad, hesaid thePML-N will not recognisethe
Pakistan People’s Party’s government in Gilgit-
Bdtistanasdejure.

Farooq further noted the state machinery was used
by Qamar Zaman Kairato help the PPP candidates.

He said Kaira should have been impartial but he
supervised the PPP el ection campaign prior to the
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polling. Farooq said thed ectord listsand postd ballots
wereforged and weremadein haste.

http://www.dawn.com/wps/wcm/connect/dawn-content-
library/dawn/news/paki stan/04-gil git-baltistan-faroog-gs-
06

“Syed M ehdi Shah refutesclaims of
rigged elections,”
Dawn, November 27, 2009

The president of the PPPin Gilgit -Baltistan refuted
claimsof therecently held e ectionsbeingrigged. He
also said that his party would form a strong
government intheregion after the PPP' svictory in
theelections.

Syed Mehdi Shah hassaid hisparty will formastrong
government intheregion after itselectora victory in
therecently-held elections. In astatement, herefuted
theclamsof any temperanceintheeectora exercise
in Gilgit-Baltistan and said that the PPP hasemerged
asthesingle-largest mgjority party intheregion. Shah
also stated that the Human Rights Commission of
Pakistan and Free and Fair Election Network had
endorsed the elections as being transparent and
without interference. According to the Election
Commission about 300 independent observers
closely monitored the el ection and appreciated the
peaceful participation and administration that took
place.

http://www.dawn.com/wps/wcm/connect/dawn-content-
library/dawn/news/paki stan/provinces/03-syed-mehdi-
shah-refutes-claims-of-rigged-el ections-ss-03

“A PPP government in Gilgit-Baltistan will
only bedefacto, not dejure: PML-N,”
Gilgit Baltistan Times, November 27, 2009

ISLAMABAD: Accusing of massriggingin Gilgit-
Bdtistan (GB) legidative assembly elections, PML-
N has said that the PPP would form a de facto
government intheregion. “ The PML-N would not
accept it asadejuregovernment of the PPPin Gilgit-
Baltistan. The media reports, Human Rights
Commission of Pekistan and Freeand Fair Election
Network haveconfirmedtheriggingin Gilgit-Bdtistan
elections’, PML-N leader Sddiqul Faroogsaidwhile
addressing a news conference in Islamabad on
November 25.



Siddiqul Farooq dlamed that according to pre-planned
rigging, theelectoral listswere prepared within 15
days, which were to be completed in four months
under Acting Governor of Gilgit-Baltistan Qamaruz
Zaman Kaira. The work of electoral lists was
completed withinfifteen daysaccordingtotheinterests
of PPP candidate, he noted.

http://gbtimes.wordpress.com/2009/11/27/media-review-a-
ppp-government-in-gil git-balti stan-will-only-be-de-facto-
not-de-jure-pml-n/

“Package a ploy to occupy Gilgit
Baltistan, says BNF chief,”

Weekly Baang, Volume-02, Issue-34, November
27, 2009

BRUSSEL ES: Chairman Baawaristan Nationa Front
(BNF), Abdul Hamid Khan stated the so-called
package of self-governance and internal autonomy
wasfinalized by acommittee under thechairmanship
of Qamar Zaman Kaira, a Pakistani national who
cannot inanyway claimto represent Gil git-Baltistan.
Inaletter addressed to the president of the European
parliament, hesaid Pakistani PM Gilani claimed that
major political parties including the President of
Pakistan occupied Kashmir weretaken on board but
not asingle person from Gilgit-Baltistan wastaken
into confidence before and even after the package
was devised. The so-called Northern Areas
LegidativeAssembly (NALA) wasnot takeninto
confidence. Eventhe so-caled powerlesslocal Chief
Executive Meer Ghazanfar was not aware of this
package beforeit wasannounced. “ Despiteitshigh
claims of granting self-governance or internal
autonomy, Martial Law intheform of agovernor-
administrator has been introduced and the head of
the package committee has declared himself as
governor. Thisisanindication that thetwo million
people of Balawaristan have been betrayed for the
fifth time by the so-called package that has been
unfolding since 1971,” theletter stated.

http://weeklybaang.bl ogspot.com/2009/11/weekly-baang-
karachi-volume-02-issue-34_27.html

A Monthly Newsl etter on Pakistan Occupied Kashmir

“Former jihadi saysLT running new
camps,”
Daily Times, November 24, 2009

ISLAMABAD: The Lashkar-e-Toiba (LT) has
opened severa new training campsinAzad Jammu
and Kashmir (AJK), a former Lashkar member
stated. Abdullah Muntazir, whoisnow ananayst on
Idamist issues, said theauthoritieshad closed many
Lashkar training campsin AJK after the Mumbai
attacksbut that had alimited impact. “ Themain camps
have been shut down but afew new small onesare
sprouting inremoteareas. I’ ve met themthere,” he
noted.

http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/
default.asp?page=2009%5C11%5C24%5Cstory _24-11-
2009 _pg7_13

“Taliban isactivein PoK,”
Headlines Today, November 23, 2009

Worrying new revelationssuggest that the Talibanis
much closer to Indiathan was previousy thought. A
United Kingdom based Kashmiri leader hasclaimed
that the group has been active in Pakistan occupied
Kashmir (PoK). Three suspected Taliban militants
blew themsalvesupin PoK capital Muzaffarabad on
Saturday. After theincident, fearsarerifethat thegroup
has spread itstentaclesin PoK. TheTdiban canturn
itinto another Swat or Waziristan if not checked. Syed
Mujtaba Ali Shah, the UK based Information
Secretary of the United Kashmir Peoples National,
confirmed these fears. “The three militants were
membersof the Tehreek-e-Taliban Kashmir and the
terror group has developed deep roots in PoK,”
Mujtabasaid.

http://indiatoday.intoday.in/site/Story/71973/India/
'Talibantistactivet+int+PoK'.html

Gilgit-Baltistan assembly to hold first
session after Eid: Kaira,”

Associated Press of Pakistan,
November 21, 2009

RAWALPINDI: Minister for Information and
Broadcasting, Qamar Zaman Kairaon November 21
sadtheGilgit-Batisan LegidativeAssembly islikely
to holditsfirst session after Eid ul Azha.Mr. Kaira,
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whoisalsoActing Governor of Gilgit-Baltistan, was
speaking at areception held in honour of theelected
membersof the GB LegidativeAssembly. Itwasaso
attended by Mehdi Shah, the nominated Chief
Minister of theGBLA.

http://www.app.com.pk/en_/
index.phpoption=com_content& task=view& id=90384& Itemid=1

“Gilgit Baltistan: All Parties National
Alliance Stages Sit-in Protest over GB
Elections,”

UNPO, November 20, 2009

Protesters gathered to voice their discontent with
unlawful arrests of several leading membersof the
Gilgit-Baltistan Democratic Alliance (GBDA) on
October 31, just prior to the elections in Gilgit-
Baltistan. Theleaders were detained by Pakistani
Security forcesduring apeaceful demondration against
Pakistani occupation. Abdul Hamid, Chairman of the
BaawariganNationa Front,amember of the GBDA,
said he“condemnsthebrutal andillegal act”. The
GBDA hassinceboycotted thedections, callingthem
fraudulent and undemocratic. Among those in
attendance at the sit-in were students from the
Balawaristan Nationa StudentsOrganization aswell
asAPNA Chairman, Wajahat Hassan Khan, Retired
Colond Nadir Hassan, Professor Abdul Razqg Khalid
and Arif Shaid, all of whom had been detained by
Pakistani policeduring last month’sdemonstration.

http://www.unpo.org/content/view/10366/254/

“HRCP observersreach GB to monitor
elections,”
Daily Times, November 10, 2009

LAHORE: The Human Rights Commission of
Pakistan’s(HRCP) observersreached Gilgit-Baltistan
to monitor the general elections to be held on
November 12. The HRCPteamisbeing led by the
organisation’s Co-chairperson, Igbal Haider. The
press release said the commission had already
organised ameeting to consult al stakeholdersand
trained local observersfor monitoring the electoral
process in their respective areas, adding that
monitoring of eectionsin Gilgit-Batistanwasof vita
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importance* becausethey werethefirst step towards
democratic governance and rule by consensus’.
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/

default.asp?page=2009%5C11%5C10%5Cstory _10-11-
2009 pg7 37

“Rumpus hits Gilgit polling,”
The News, November 18, 2009

GILGIT: Re-pallingisunderway & four polling ations
of Gilgit-Baltistan |egid ative assembly congtituency
LA3-Gilgit 3amid ariel firing by policeto disperse
supportersof boycotting candidates. The polling has
been postponed for indefiniteperiodin LA-17 Diamer.
Thepolling processat four polling stationsof LA3-
Gilgit 3 had been stopped in November 12 elections
dueto violenceand polling had been rescheduled on
November 18.

http://www.thenews.com.pk/updates.asp?d=91636

“Pak NGOsreports massive
irregularities in Gilgit-Baltistan
elections,”

November 17, 2009

ISLAMABAD: The Pekistan government may have
denied reports of massiveirregularitiesin Gilgit-
Baltistan elections, but areport issued by acoalition
of non-government organisations (NGO’s) hassaid
the polls were marred by fallacies. “ Government
interference, weak administration, procedural

irregularitiesand erroneousvoter listscharacterised
theGilgit-Bdtistan palls,” thereport compiled by the
Freeand Fair Election Network (Fafen) said. The
report blamed the ruling Pakistan People’s Party
(PPP) of misutilising state' sresourcesand authority.

http://www.thaindian.com/newsportal/south-asi a/pak-
Ngos-reports-massive-irregul arities-in-gil git-baltistan-
elections 100276072.html

“Kashmiri leader ship should make
dialogue agenda public: JKCHR”

LONDON: TheJammu Kashmir Council for Human
Rights(JKCHR) Secretary General, Dr. Syed Nazir
Gilani hassaid that the political processin Kashmir
has to be validated by the people. In a statement
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issued here the other day, Dr. Nazir Gilani says,
“dialogueistheageoldinstrument of civilizationsto
resolve disputes, yet it has to be transparent and
vaidated inan open debate by the people. A Kashmiri
politicianin hisdialoguewith Indiaand Pakistanis
restrained by thisprincipleinthesamemanner inwhich
theBritishand Irishgovernmentsand Northern Irdland
political parties were restrained during Belfast
Agreement”.
http://www.sananews.com.pk/english/2009/11/18/

kashmiri-leadership-shoul d-make-dial ogue-agenda-
public-jkchr/

“PPP names M ehdi Shah asfirst CM of
Gilgit-Baltistan,”

Associated Press of Pakistan, November 19,
2009

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan People’'s Party has
nominated Syed Mehdi Shahfor thepost of first Chief
Minister of Gilgit-Baltistan. Mehdi Shahwaselected
from LA-7 Sakardu 2 of Gilgit-Bdtistan and heisthe
president of PPPin Gilgit-Baltistan. Accordingtoa
private news channel, PPP |eadership has started
consultationstofinaizethenamesof Gilgit-Batistan
Cabinet. PPPbagged 11 of 23 sestsin Gilgit-Bdtistan
LegidativeAssembly dectionsheld on November 12
and oneindependent candidate a so joined the PPP.

http://www.app.com.pk/en_/
index.php?option=com_content& task=view&id=90182& Itemid=2

“HowAzad is‘Azad Kashmir’,”
November 17, 2009

If youwant to study the Situationin Pakistan Occupied
Kashmir and cannot go to even theminuscul e part of
thisregion designated as‘ Azad Kashmir’, the best
placeto gotoisEngland. Bradford, Birmingham,
Nottingham, Luton, Slough and Southall which are
perhapsbetter sourcesof information about the POK
than Muzaffarabad, Mirpur, Bagh Rawal akot and
Koatli. For the Kashmirislivingin Britain breathefree
air that it not much availablein the so-called Azad
Kashmir. Evenif you apply for ajobyou havetosign
an affidavit saying you believe in theideol ogy of
“Kashmir banega Pakistan” (Kashmir will become
Pakistan).

A Monthly Newsl etter on Pakistan Occupied Kashmir

http://stateof paki stan.bl ogspot.com/2009/11/how-azad-is-
azad-kashmir.html

Gilgit-Baltistan polls,”
The Nation, November 17, 2009

Theéectionsin Gilgit-Baltistan, held on November
12, amid the charge of pre-poll rigging against the
PPP, later caused other mgjor political partiesalsoto
taketo the streets of Skardu, the principal townin
theregion, inprotest at whet they aleged wasmassive
manipulation of thepolls. Theexerciseof conducting
elections, the first since the Gilgit-Baltistan
Empowerment and Self-Governance Order was
promul gated last August, was not without problems.
Supporters of opponents clashed with one another
resultinginlossof lifeandinjuries. Later, on November
15, thethird consecutive day of opposition parties

demonstrations against the rigging charge, 23
protesters received injuries as aresult of clashes
betweenrival groups- PML-N and PPPin Skardu.

http://www.nation.com.pk/paki stan-news-newspaper-
daily-english-online/Opinions/Editorial /17-Nov-2009/
GilgitBdltistan-polls

Hameed Shaheen, “PPP toform govt in
Gilgit Baltistan,”
Kashmir Watch

ISLAMABAD: Thefirg ever genera electionsheld
onNovember 12inthegeo-physicaly strategicregion
of Gilgit-Batistan (GB) for its33-member legidative
assembly areof utmost significancekeepinginview
theforthcoming scenario on Kashmir. Almogt al mgor
political parties of Pakistan enthusiastically
participated in the exercise backed with equal zeal
by the people. The break-up of 33-memer Houseis
asfollowing: 24 memberseected directly; 9reserved
seats(3 for technocratsand six for femaes). The pall

contestants: 23 from PPP, 20-MQM, 14-PML-N,
14-PML-Q, 6-Jamiat-e Ulema-e |dam, 3-Jamaat-e
Idami, 10-Gilgit-Baltistan Democratic Alliance, 4-
ANP, 2-PTI and 2-Balawaristan National Front.
Actual eectionswereheld against 23 seatsasinthe
electoral constituency number 19 the polling was
postponed due to the death of an MQM candidate.

http://ww.kashmirwatch.com/

showexclusives.php?subaction=showfull & id=1258155345
&archive=& start_from=& ucat=15& varlnews=valuelnews

12



“Gilgit-Baltistan poll a cosmetic
exercise: India”

I ndiadecried thejust-concluded pollsin the disputed
Gilgit-Baltistan, formerly the Northern Areaswhich
wasrenamed by Pakistan afew monthsago, as”just
another cosmetic exerciseintended to camouflage’
Idamabad’sillegal occupation of areasof the state of
Jammuand Kashmir.“ Thedectionsin Gilgit-Batistan
are just another cosmetic exercise intended to
camouflagethefact of Pakistan’sillegal occupation
of areasof thestate of Jammu and Kashmir,” Externa
Affairs Ministry spokesperson, Vishnu Prakash
stated.

http://www.thai ndian.com/newsportal/south-asia/gil git-
baltistan-poll-a-cosmetic-exercise-india_100274428.html

“Official results of Gilgit-Baltistan
elections announced”

GILGIT: Inagtepforward, the Election Commission
announced on November 15 the official results of
Gilgit-Bdtistan dectionsheldin 19 constituenciesfor
theLegidativeAssembly. Itispertinent to mention
here that the historic Gilgit-Baltistan elections
concluded peacefully with no untoward incident
noticed during the polls. As per elections official
results, the ruling Pakistan peoples party emerged
victoriousgetting 12 seats, Pakistan Mudim League-
Nawaz 2 seats, PML-Q 2; Jamiat Ulama-e-Idamand
Muttahida Qaumi Movement 1 each and while 4
independent candidates secured their victory.

www.sananews.com.pk/.../official-results-of -gil git-
balti stan-el ections-announced

PML factionsand M QM step up protests
in Gilgit Sunday,
November 15, 2009

GILGIT: TheN and Q factionsof Pakistan Muslim
League and the Muttahida Qaumi Movement
organised separate protests here on November 13
agang dlegedriggingintheGilgit-Batigandections.
Hundredsof political workerstook to the streetsand
raised dogansagainst thegovernment, calingfor re-
electionsinLA-1, LA-2 and LA-3 constituencies.
ThePML-N candidatein LA-1, Jafarullah, and his
supportersheld ademonstration outside the Supreme
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AppdlateCourt to chdlengetheresultsof somepoalling
stations in the constituency. Several other
demondtrationswereheldindifferent partsof thecity
inwhich enraged protestersblocked roads.

http://www.dawn.com/wps/wcm/connect/dawn-content-
library/dawn/news/paki stan/provinces/16-pml-factions-
and-mgm-step-up-protests-in-gilgit-hs-06

Nirupama Subramanian, “ Pakistan:
India’sstatementsunwarranted,”
The Hindu, November 14, 2009

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan angrily rejected India's
statements against the Gilgit-Baltistan electionson
November 13 as “unwarranted” and said a U.N.
Security Council-mandated plebiscitewasthe*just
solution” to the Kashmir issue. “ Theseremarksare
unwarranted. Thegovernment of Indiahasnolocus
standi inthe matter,” the Foreign Ministry stated,
responding to remarks by the External Affairs
spokesman that the Gilgit-Baltistan el ectionswerea
“cosmeticexercise’ by Pakistanto“ camouflage][its]
illegal occupation” of parts of Jammu & Kashmir
State.

http://mwww.hindu.com/2009/11/14/stories/
2009111461281000.htm

“Post polls festivities, protests continue
in G-B,”
The News, November 13, 2009

GILGIT: Thewinning candidatesand their supporters
arecdebraing ater Gilgit-Bdtidanlegidativedections
whilethosewho lost opposed theresullts.

Deputy Commissioner GilgitAsad Zaminhassad that
thestuationiscompletely under control. Theunofficid
resultsof 21 dotshave comeout after November 12
eectionsin Gilgit-Bdtistan. A largecrowd of workers
have assembled at the offices of the political parties
and housesof thewinning candidatesin Sx digtricts—
Ghizar, Astore, Ghanche, Diamir, Gilgit and Skardu.
Sweetsarebeing distributed amidst celebrationsthere.

Onthe other hand, protestsare being staged by the
workersof losng candidatesontheallegedriggingin
thepalls.

http://www.thenews.com.pk/updates.asp?d=91343
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Saleem Chandio & Bachal Chandio,
“Ministers felicitate PPP candidates in
Gilgit-Baltistan polls,”

Regional Times, November 14, 2009

KARACHI: SindhMinister for I rrigation and Power,
Syed Murad Ali Shah, Minister for Revenue, Jam
Mehtab Dahar, Minister for Population Welfare, Syed
Ali Mardan Shah congratul ated the PPP candidates
ontheir victory inthe Gilgit-Baltistan polls. Intheir
congratul atory messagesto thewinning candidates,
the Ministers said that the people awaysvoted for
the PPP duetoitsrevolutionary policiesinitiated by
Zulfigar Ali Bhutto and taken forward by Benazir
Bhuttofor thepeopleof Gilgit. They hoped that newly
elected PPPmembersof the Gilgit-Batigan Assembly
will carry forward thevisionand mission of our party
leaders to serve the poor and down-trodden and
strengthen the party more amongst peopleandinthe
areaaswell.

http://www.regional times.com/14nov2009/
metrokarachinews/minsiter.htm

“No big surprises,”
The News, November 14, 2009

Therehavebeen nomgor surprisesinthefirs eection
fortheGilgit-Baltistan L egidativeAssembly. The PPP
is set to claim magjority in the 24-seat house. This
success has been marred by some allegations of
rigging. A number of pre-poll analystshad predicted
a hung house — but traditionally Gilgit-Baltistan,
accustomed to decades of rulefrom the centre, has
leaned towards the ruling party. The turnout was
generally good despitethebitter cold, but therefusal
to allow womento votein afew constituenciesisa
matter the authorities need to take up. Theinterest
shown by peopleintheelectoral process, withlarge
raliesformingapart of therun-uptovating, highlights
the strong desirefor democracy everywherein our
country. Itisunfortunate that people have so often
been denied thisright through our history.

http://www.thenews.com.pk/print1.asp?d=208340

A Monthly Newsl etter on Pakistan Occupied Kashmir

“Intl Conference on Kashmir issuein
Srinagar on Nov 15,”

Associated Press of Pakistan, November 13,
2009

MIRPUR: TheHigh Court Bar Association of Indian-
held Jammu & Kashmirisorganizing an I nternational
Conference on Kashmir issue in Srinagar on
November 15. Mian Abdul Qayoom, President of
theJ& K High Court Bar Association stated in his
invitation | etter to variousleading politiciansof AJK
on November 13 that the schedul ed conferencewould
chalk out future strategy. In thiseffect, the Indian
occupied J& K Bar Associationinvited acrosssection
of people from the various parts of Jammu and
Kashmir including Azad Kashmir besidesIndiaand
Pakistan.

http://www.app.com.pk/en_/
index.php?option—com_content& task=view&id=89732& Itemid=2c

“Two killed, 40 injured in Diamir clash,”
Daily Times, November 13, 2009

LAHORE: Two peoplewerekilled and another 40
injured astworival groupsclashedintheDarall area
of Diamir during the Gilgit-Baltistan election,
according to areport on TV channel on November
12. The channel said the clash took placein Diya
Murdarai areaand policerecovered thetwo bodies
fromapolling centrein Darail.

http://ww.dailytimes.com.pk/
default.asp?page=2009%5C11%5C13%5Cstory13-11-
2009 pol 4

“LHC questions election campaign in
Gilgit-Baltistan,”
The News, November 11, 2009

LAHORE: A Divison benchof theLahoreHigh Court,
whilehearing the appealsagainst thedd ay inthe by-
electionin Punjabtook noticeof themassivedection
campaignin Gilgit-Batistan despitethegovernment’s
warning regarding unfavourable law and order
Stuationinthecountry for any such activity.

http://www.thenews.com.pk/daily_detail .asp?d=207914
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“BISP jurisdiction being expanded to
Gilgit-Baltistan, AJK,”

Associated Press of Pakistan, November 11,
2009

ISLAMABAD: Chairperson Benazir Income
Support Programme (BISP), Farzana Raja on
Tuesday said that devel opment of Gilgit-Batistanis
among thetop prioritiesof the Pakistan Peopl€ sParty
government. “ Following thevison of Shaheed Zulfigar
Ali Bhutto and Benazir Bhutto, the government has
initiated the devel opment processto end the sense of
deprivation among thepeopleof Gilgit-Bdtistan,” she
saidinapressstatement.

http://www.app.com.pk/en_/
index php?option=com_content& tesk=view&i0=89602& Itemid=1

Masood Rehman, “ SC takesup impugned
appointment of AJK CJ,”
Daily Times, November 10, 2009

ISLAMABAD: The Supreme Court (SC) will resume
hearing of aconstitutional petition challenging the
appointment of Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJK) SC
Chief Justice Riaz Akhtar Chaudhry on November
12. A three-member SC bench —consisting of Chief
Justice of Pakistan Iftikhar Muhammad Chaudhry,
Judticeljaz Ahmed and Justice Rahmat Hussain Jafferi
—will alsotake up other controversiesrelating to the
judicia setupinAXK.

http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/

default.asp?page=2009%5C11%5C10%5Cstory_10-11-
2009 _pg7_31

“Kairaappeals massesto show
enthusiasm in upcoming election,”
November 11, 2009

ISLAMABAD: Governor Gilgit-Bdtistan and Federd
Minister for Information and Broadcasting Qamar
Zaman Kaira appeal ed people on November 8 to
participatewith enthusasmintheupcoming eections.
Itispertinent to mention herethat e ection campaigns
of variouspolitical partiesareinfull swingasmany as
total 264 candidates are contesting for 24 seats of
Gilgit-Bdtistan LegidativeAssembly scheduledtobe
held on November 12.
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Thereare 23 candidates contesting from PPR, 20from
MQM, 14 from PML-N, 14 from PML-Q, 6 from
Jamiat-e Ulema-eldam, 3from Jamiat-eldami, 10
fromtheGilgit-Batisan DemocraticAlliance, 4from
theANPand 2 from TIPand 2 from Balawaristan
Nationa Front.

http://www.sananews.com.pk/english/2009/11/09/kaira-
appeal s-masses-to-show-enthusi asm-in-upcoming-
election/

“Gilgit students walk to Lahore on ‘peace
mission’,”

Daily Times, November 8, 2009

LAHORE: Two students from the Karakoram
Universty inGilgit reached L ahoreonapeacemisson
after travelingonfoot for 30 daysduring thefirst phase
of their trip, according to private TV channel report
on November 7. According to the channel, Ejaz Ali
Romi and Azghal Ali Romi began their journey for
Karachi in October and reached the Minar-e-
Pakistan after 30 days.

http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/
default.asp?page=2009%5C11%5C08%5Cstory 8-11-
2009_pg13 6

M Ismail Khan, “ The Gilgit-Baltistan
election: who stands where!,”
The News, November 09, 2009

Gilgit-Baltistan'sfirst election after attaining the
province-like statusisset to produceahung assembly.
Major mainstream political partiesarelikely togeta
small part of thepiewhileahandful of seetswould go
to independent candidates.

The 12 November election witnessed intense
campaigns. The PML-N, the PML-Q, the MQM,
the PPP, the ANP, the PTI, the JI, the JUI and the
Gilgit-Baltistan DemocraticAlliance (GBDA) — a
local nationalist party — areall fielding candidates
for the24 membersto bedirectly e ected tothe Gilgit-
Bdtistan LegidativeAssembly (GBLA). Electionon
nine reserved seats, six for women and three for
technocrats, will beheld later.

http://www.thenews.com.pk/daily_detail.asp?d=207492
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“Nawaz vows to resolve Gilgit-Baltistan
peopl€e’s issues,”
November 6, 2009

GILGIT: PakisanMudim League-N (PML-N) chief
Mian Nawaz Sharif on November 5 vowed that he
would work day and night to resol vesthe problems
of the Gilgit-Baltistan people. Addressing apublic
gatheringin Ghancheareaof Gilgit-Batistan, hesaid
theday isnot far when Kashmir would befree. Nawaz
urged the peopleto make successpossiblefor eection
symbol of ‘ Lion’—hisparty symbol for elections.
http://www.sananews.com.pk/english/2009/11/06/nawaz-

vows-to-resol ve-gil git-balti stan-peopl e%E2%80%99s-
issues/

“Journalist community briefed on
Refor msPackage,”

Associated Press of Pakistan, November 5, 2009

GILGIT: The Federal Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting arranged ashort briefing for working
journdigsof Gilgit tothrow light onthesdient feature
of the Empowerment and Self-Governance Order
2009 held in Gilgit. Onthe occasion, Amjad Bhatti,
anofficid of ministry read out someimportant sections
of theorder and told the mediathat new set upwould
giveautonomy to the people of theareaand after the
upcoming el ections, thee ected representativeswould
have the opportunity to solve their issues more
effectively.

http://www.app.com.pk/en_/

index.php?option=com_content& task=view&id=89297& Itemid=1

“JKLF Marches Up to 20,000 Protestors
Towar dsldamabad”

Convoysfrom all over Azad Jammu and Kashmir
moved towards|damabad to protest Pakistan’srecent
moveto give province-likestatusto Gilgit-Baltistan.
They were stopped at Pak-Patan, the border of Azad
Kashmir and Pakistan, where police erected hurdles
on the roads, preventing the protestors marching
towards Islamabad. JKLF activists say they are
determined to move towards Islamabad where
hundredsof JKLF activistsand other Kashmiri people
arewatingforthem. They havecrossad sx hurdessofar.

http://newsblaze.com/story/20091105134717nnnn.nb/
topstory.html

A Monthly Newsl etter on Pakistan Occupied Kashmir

Hameed Shaheen, “ Politics headsto
amazing mazeinAJK,”

Pakistan Observer, November 5, 2009

ISLAMABAD: Just afortnight away fromingtalation
of government by there-united Muslim Conference
theparty politicsseemsgreamingtoanewirretrievable
maze, as senior level voiceshave started clamoring
that there-united party cadreisyet to befinalized.
Thisnewest stancebeliestheearlier mediastatements
placing the re-unified party-head cap on Sardar
AttiqgueAhmed Khan.

In December 2008 theruling Mudim Conference had
golitintotwomutudly vying factions, oneunder MLA
Raja Farooq Haider Khan and other led by ex-
premier Sardar AttigueAhmed Khan, with intensive
awarenessof ‘loss’ on part of both at the sametime.
However, the re-unification matured in middle of
October 2009 with party headship rolled to Sardar
AttiqueAhmed Khanand premiershipof AXK jumping
into thefortune of RgjaFarooq Haider Khan. The
‘undergtanding’ of thisapportionment of higher offices
of government and the party was instrumental in
bringing the present set-up in AJK under prime
ministership of RgjaFarooq Haider, ousting Sardar
M Yagub Khan in a no-trust vote on October 22,
2009intheassembly, dthoughthelatter had resigned
six daysearlier toavoid hisparliamentary trouble.

http://pakobserver.net/200911/05/news/topstories10.asp

“Independent Assembly for Gilgit
Baltistan demanded,”
November 1, 2009

KARACHI: An*Independent Gilgit Batistan” isthe
dtimatesolutionto current dissatisfaction of thepeople
of Gilgit Baltistan, said speakers at a seminar
organized by Gilgit Baltistan SudentsAlliancehere
onNovember 1 at Liaguat Memoria Hall in Karachi.

Speaking to the seminar, Qari Abdul Jabbar Nasir, a
prominent political analyst and senior journalist said
grantingaprovincid satusto Gilgit Batisanisbeyond
thelimitsof constitutional jurisdiction of Pakistani
Parliament. Instead of implementing UN resolutions,
Pakistan continued not only violating the UN
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resolutions but also defaming the peopleto Gilgit
Bdtigan.

http://gbtribune.bl ogspot.com/2009/11/independent-
assembly-for-gilgit.html

Pak’s Gilgit-Baltistan reforms, attempt to
divideKashmiris: JKLF,”
November 4, 2009

LAHORE: TermingtheGilgit-Baltistanreformsasa
‘colonial-type package, the Jammu Kashmir
Liberation Front (JKLF) hassaid that it would stage
along marchto Idamabad on November 5demanding
thewithdrawd of thepackage. Interactingwith media
persons during a press conference in |slamabad,
JKLF President, Syed Faisal Nazki criticised the
package saying the powerswould not be vested in
the peopleof theregion but inthe Gilgit-Baltistan
Coundl.“TheKashmirisconddered the Gil git-Baltigan
package as an attempt to divide their homeland,”
Nazki stated.

http://www.thai ndian.com/newsportal/south-asi a/paks-
gilgit-baltistan-reforms-attempt-to-divide-kashmiris-
jkIf_100269797.html

ShamsRehman, “ A third gover nment
within Jammu & Kashmir state”
Kashmir Watch, November 3, 2009

Topleadership of Gilgit Batistan DemocraticAlliance
(GBDA) and Jammu Kashmir All Parties National
Alliance (APNA) along with all three GBDA
candidatesfor Gilgit constituenciesfor Legidative
Assembly electionsto be held on 12th November
weredetained prior tothedectionraly herein Gilgit.
Theleadersof APNA includingitschair and ex member
of Gilgit Baltistan Council, Mr Wajahat Hassan,
Secretary Gen. Arif Shahid, Col (rtd) Nadir Hassan
and Engineer Amanullah Khan (not the JKL F head)
werelater forcibly expdled to Idamabad, the Pakistani
capital, reports noted.

http://www.kashmirwatch.com/
showarticles php?aubection=showfull & id=1257270621& archive=
& start_from=& ucat=3& varOnews=val ueOnews
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“Zardari directsfor early completion of
AJK development projects,”
Associated Press of Pakistan, November 2, 2009

ISLAMABAD: President Asif Ali Zardari on
November 12 said the federal government gave
Specia attention to the devel opment of Azad Jammu
and Kashmir and directed for early completion of all
projects. Talking to AJK Prime Minister Raja
Mohammad Farooq Haider at Aiwan-e-Sadr, the
President called for prompt completion of matters
rel ating reconstructionin earthquake-hit areas, raising
of theManglaDam, rehabilitation of ManglaDam
affecteesand development of new Mirpur city. The
President felicitated Raja Faroog Haider on his
election asAJK Prime Minister and hoped that he
wouldwork with full dedicationfor the upliftment of
the peopleof AJK.

http://www.app.com.pk/en_/
index.php?option=com_content& task=view&id=88997& Itemid=1
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“Cross-LoC trade increases,”
The News, November 20, 2009

MIRPUR: Tradeworth Rs 73 millionwas conducted
at Chakan DaBagh Tairtinote entry point on Poonch
Rawal akot route during November 18-19. Cross-
LoC business on Srinagar-Muzaffarabad route
touched Rs60 million, official sourcesstated. The
sources said that 50 trucks exchanged sides till
stipul ated hourslate on November 18 on Poonch-
Rawalakoteroute, 25 from each side. Twenty-five
truckscarrying coconut, kernel, bananas, appleand
brown cardamom reached from Poonch to
Rawalakot in Azad Kashmir on November 18. These
supplieswerevaued at Rs15.6 million. All 25trucks
that reached Poonch from AJK carried dal moong
worth Rs22 million.

http://www.thenews.com.pk/print1.asp?d=209401

“Trade across LoC: Problems persist,”
Rediff, November 16, 2009

Trans-Line of Control (LoC) trade that opened up
between Srinagar and Muzaffarabad has started
picking up even though it continues to take place
purely on a barter basis. According to an official
statement, trade between Srinagar and Muzaffarabad
fromApril 1thisyear tothe end of last month was
transacted to the tune of 25.73 crore (Rs 257.3
million) through 972 truck loadsand 48 consgnments
according to thelist framed by standing operating
procedure and on traders demand from both sides.
The goods most sought after in Muzaffarbad are
Kashmiri fruits, coconuts, pul ses, mixed vegetables
and embroidery, while Peshawar sandals, rice, dry
fruits, datesand pulsesarein high demand.

http://business.rediff.com/report/2009/nov/16/problems-
persist-in-trade-across-loc.htm

“KEF receives donationsto open
schools,”

The News, November 12, 2009
RAWA LPINDI: The Kashmir Education Foundation
(KEF) inPakistan and AJK hasreceived adonation

of 70,000 poundsfrom the Pakistani community in
the United Kingdom. Thedonationwasrecently given
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to KEFinaceremony heldin UK. Onthisoccasion,
Haji Ch Abdul Ghafoor pledged to donate a new
school to KEF in Gujjar Khan. Thiswas stated by
KEF Chairman ViceAdmiral (r) Faroog Rashid in
Rawal pindi on November 11.

http://www.thenews.com.pk/daily_detail.asp?d=208153

18



“UK togive£35m toAJK: Sultan,”
The News, November 24, 2009

ISLAMABAD: Former Prime Minister Azad
Kashmir and President AK People sMudim League
Barrister Sultan Mehmood said on November 23the
United Kingdom will give 35 million pounds for
recongtructioninAzad Kashmir.

Inapressreleaseissued by theAJK PML Secretariat
inlslamabad, the ex-premier noted UK’sMinister
for International Devel opment, Miched Foster Sating
inaletter: “Thisaid will bein additionto 665 million
poundsfor Pakistan. Theaidisto beused for another
750 schoolsand congtruction of 50 bridges,” Sultan
maintained. He pointed out that the Kashmiris, living
in large numbers in the United Kingdom, wanted
Britain to provide aid for the inhabitants of Azad
Kashmir. The United Kingdom government, hesaid,
had shown interest in various devel opment projects
inAzad Kashmir inadditiontoitskeennessin fighting
variousdiseasesinthearea.

http://ww.thenews.com.pk/print1.asp?d=210090

M ansoor Ahmad, “ Over seasK ashmiris
keen to invest, but need incentives,”

The News, November 22, 2009

LAHORE: Kashmiri immigrantsliving abroad have
liquid assets of over 20 billion pound sterling which
they will willingly invest to exploit the huge potential
of Azad Jammu and Kashmir provided the federal
government offersthem proper infrastructure and
incentives. Mudim Conference President and former
AJK Prime Minister Sardar Atig Khan stated this
whilemaking apresentation ontheeconomic potentia
of Azad Jammu and Kashmir tothe L ahore Economic
JourndistsAssociation.

Hesaid theregion had apotential to generate 17,000
megawatts of hydropower, which needed an
investment of $40billion. Hesaid theentireinvestment
could be recovered in five years and the cost of
electricity could be brought down to lower the cost
of doing businessof industries.

http://ww.thenews.com.pk/print1.asp?d=209730
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Hameed Shaheen, “ EU delegation to visit
Pakistan, Azad Kashmir,”
Kashmir Watch

ISLAMABAD: To keep itsmanifesto on Kashmir
moving, an eight-nation European ddegationincluding
France, Spain, Belgium and Sweden is to visit
Pakistan/Azad Jammu and Kashmir inthelast week
of November. Prior to Pakistan/AJK visit, the
delegationvisting Jammu & Kashmir from November
22, 2009 for three daysto have aclosefedl of the
ground situationthere. InitsAJK vigit thedelegation
will meet Azad Kashmiri leaders including AJK
president, primeminister, Hurriyat chapter of AJK/
Pakistanto havetheir inputs.

http://www.kashmirwatch.com/
showexdusvesphpubedion=showfull &id=1258574674& archive=
& start_from=& ucat=15& varlnews=vauelnews

“UK envoy for resolution of Kashmir issue,”
Daily Times, November 12, 2009

MIRPUR: TheKashmir dispute should be settled by
Indiaand Pekiganinlinewiththeviewsand aspirations
of thepeopleof theregion, British High Commissioner
to Pakistan, Robert Brinkley stated on November 11.
Hewasresponding to questionsrai sed by Jammu and
Kashmir Liberation Leaguepresident andformer AK
High Court Chief Justice(retd), Abdul Mgeed Mallick
duringamesting.

http://www.dail ytimes.com.pk/default.asp?
page=2009%5C11%5C12%65Cstory_12-11-2009 pg7_11

Member s of the European Parliament
Form “Friends of Gilgit-Baltistan” in the
European Par liament,”

Reuters, November 5, 2009

BRUSSELS: A group of Members of the European
Parliament, including Jurgen Creutzmann, have
decided to formagroup called “ Friends of Gilgit-
Bdtistan.” Thereisgreat concernfromthesemembers
that thefuture of Gilgit-Baltistanisbeing determined
not by the people of Gilgit-Baltistan but by the
Government of Pakistan under the Constitution of
Pakigtan, eventhough Gilgit-Batistanisnot mentioned
in Pakistan’s Constitution aspart of itsterritory.

http://mww.reuters.com/article/idU S188352+05-Nov-
2009+PRN20091105
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Other Developments

Lok Virsagetsaward,”
The Nation, November 21, 2009

ISLAMABAD: Nationa Institute of Folk and
Traditional Heritage, Lok Virsaparticipatedinthe
Second Contest on Better Practicesin Communities
heldin Tokyo, Japan through itsentry/ presentation
onthetopic“Revivad of PerformingArtsin Batistan”.
In line with its on-going efforts to document and
safeguardintangiblecultura heritage of Pakistan, the
entry was presented in the contest by Syed
Muhammad Abbas, awriter and researcher from
Gilgit-Baltistan on behdf of Lok Virsa.

The contest was organized under the aegisof Asia
Pacific

Cultural Centrefor UNESCO, Japan.
http://www.nation.com.pk/paki stan-news-newspaper-

daily-english-online/l samabad/21-Nov-2009/L ok-Virsa
gets-award

Mehtab Haider, “ Delegation visits
Mangla, Neelum-Jhelum projects
tomorrow,”

The News, November 12, 2009

ISLAMABAD: A high-powered delegation, headed
by Deputy Chairman Planning Commission (PC),
Sardar Assef AhmedAli, isgetting arented helicopter
at the cost of national exchequer for aone-day visit
tothesitesof the ManglaUpraising Project and the
Neelum-Jhelum Hydro Power Project (NJHEP) on
November 13.

Thenationa exchequer will haveto bear hundreds of
thousands of rupees for the visit without exactly
determining what will be achieved out of it. The
delegation comprises Sardar Assef, AJK Prime
Minister Farooq Haider amongst others.

http://www.thenews.com.pk/print1.asp?d=208006
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(Other Developments continued after Abbreviations)

ABBREVIATIONS

AJKHEB Azad Jammu and Kashmir
Hydro Electric Board

AJK Azad Jammu & Kashmir

APHC All Parties Hurriyat
Conference

BNF Balawaristan National Front

CBM Confidence Building Measures

CDP Community Development
Programme

FATA Federally Administered Tribal
Areas

FBR Federal Board of Revenue

GBDA Gilgit-Baltistan Democratic
Alliance

GBUM Gilgit Baltistan United
Movement

I1SI Inter Services Intelligence

JIAJK Jamaat-e-Islami Azad Jammu
& Kashmir

KAC Kashmiri American Council

KKH Karakoram Highway

KNM Karakoram National
Movement

LoC Line of Control

NLI Northern Light Infantry

NALA Northern Areas Legislative
Assembly

NAEDC Northern Areas Executive
Development Committee

NWFP North West Frontier Province

PoK Pakistan Occupied Kashmir

POGB Pakistan occupied Gilgit
Baltistan

PPP Pakistan Peoples’ Party

uJc United Jihad Council

WAPDA Water and Power

Development Authority
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“PIA fliesto Gilgit and Skardu,”
The News, November 4, 2009

KARACHI: Pakistan International Airlines(PIA) is
operating twice weekly flights between Gilgit and
Skardu. Theflightsbeing operated every Monday and
Thursday between Gilgit and Skardu, meet the
longstanding demand of theres dentsof thetwo cities,
aPIA pressrelease stated. “ Moredestinationswould
be added whileincreasing thefrequency of flightsin
future keeping in view the demand, preferences of
passengersand economic viability of flights.”

http://www.thenews.com.pk/daily_detail.asp?d=206639
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Pakistan occupied Jammu & Kashmir (PoK) is
congtitutionally anintegral part of theIndian Union
and remainsunder Pakistani occupation since 1947,
when Pakisan'sArmy engineered atribd invasonand
took control of morethan 114,500 squarekilometers
of J&K. In 1949, the leaders of AJK Muslim
Conferencewereforced to hand over Gilgit Bdtistan
Regionsto the Pakistani federd government through
the'Karachi Agreement’. Sincethen Gilgit & Bdtistan
areruled directly from Islamabad. Again in 1963,
Pakistan ceded Trans-Karakoram Track including a
segment of Baltistan Region known as'Shaksgam'’
and part of Gilgit Regionknown as'Raskam'to China.
Further, Chitral and parts of Chilas called Shinaki
Kohistan, which constituted parts of Jammu &
Kashmir before its partition in 1947, were also
mergedinto the NWFP of Pakistanin 1970 and 1955

respectively.

Total Area of PoK (under the current form):
85,793 sg. km

Administrative Divisions: Two, namely Mirpur-
Muzaffarabad and Gilgit & Baltistan; referredtoas
Azad Jammu & Kashmir or AJK, and the‘ Northern
Areas respectively by the government of Pakistan

Area ceded to China by Pakistan: 5,800 sq
kilometers

AZAD IJAMMU & KASHMIR (AJK)

After the partition of Jammu & Kashmir, the
Muzaffarabad district of Kashmir province, and
Mirpur and parts of Poonch districts of Jammu
province went into Pakistani occupation. Pakistan
amal gamated these districtstogether and created the
so-caledAJK. A isenvisaged asan autonomous
region by Pakistan. The government of AJK is
considered as a parallel government, which was
established to challengethelegitimacy of the J& K
government in Srinagar. Despitethefact that AXK is
neither acountry nor aprovinceof Pakistan, it hasits
own President, aPrime Minister, aSupreme Court,
national anthem and aflag. These structuresand the
designationsareonly titular in natureand red authority
lieswiththefederd government of Pakistan. Significant
matters such as defence, supposed ‘foreign policy’,
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rehabilitation of refugeesandthefinancid control have
been carefully placed under the discretion of the
political establishment of Pakistan. Asof today, the
partsof Kashmir provinceunder PoK isdividedinto
threedistrictsof Muzaffarabad, Bagh and Neelum,
while the parts of Jammu province under PoK is
dividedintofivedigtrictsnamely Poonch/Rawaakat,
Sudhnati/Pallandari, Bhimber, Kotli and Mirpur.

Area: 13,297 squarekm

Jammu (Mirpur Division) comprising of 5 districts:
Bhimber, Kotli, Mirpur, Sudhnati/Pallandari and
Rawal akot/Poonch

Kashmir (Muzaffarabad Division) comprisesof 3
digtricts Bagh, Muzaffarabad and Nedlum

Population: 2.973 million (1998 popul aton census)
Male, 1.850million Female, 1.832 million)

Capital: Muzzaffarabad
President: RgaZulgarnain Khan
PrimeMinister: Sardar Muhammad Yagoob Khan

“Azad Jammu and Kashmir” Council: Total 12
members- 6 each representing governmentsof AJK
and Pakistan. The AJK Council is headed by the
PrimeMinister of Pakistan.

LegidativeAssembly: Total seatsare49, of which 29
aredirectly eectedfromtheA X, 11 areelected from
Pakistan under the provision for the ‘Kashmiri
refugees, whereasrest of the 8 seats are reserved
for females, overseasKashmirisand thetechnocrats.

Ethnic Groups. Gujjars, Jats, Mughal, Rajputs,
Sudhan, Awan, Qureshi, Pashtuns, Shins, Baltisetc.

Religious Groups: Sunni, Ahlehadith, Shia,
Nurbakhshi, Chrigtians, Qadianis, Hindus

L anguages. Punjabi, Hindko, Pahari, Kashmiri,
Balti, Puriki, Shina

Palitical Groups: United Jammu and Kashmir
Peoples National Party, AJK Muslim Conference,
International Kashmir Alliance, JK National Party,
Jammu & Kashmir Liberation Front (Amanullah),
Peoples United Action Committee, All Parties
Nationd Alliance (APNA)
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GILGIT BALTISTAN

Gilgit Baltistan was initialy referred to by the
government of Pekistan asthe Federdly Administered
Northern Areas (FANA). It is the northernmost
political entity within the Pakistan occupied Jammu
& Kashmir (PoK) and isunder direct control of the
Islamabad government. Thearea, after separation of
Chitra and Shinaki Kohistan, isdtill fiveand haf times
bigger to that of AJK. The status of the Gilgit
Baltistanisnot defind in the success ve condtitutions
of Pakistan. Pakistan accepts Gilgit Baltistan aspart
of the Princely State of Jammu & Kashmir, however,
doesnot consider it aspart of AJK. Dueto adirect
control imposed from Idamabad, thelocasstill await
basic political andjudicia rights. For instance, they
do not have the right to cast vote and lack
representation in the National Assembly and the
Senate of Pakistan. Further, they cannot accessthe
provincial high courtsaswell asthe Supreme Court
of Pakistanfor justice. The Judicial Commissioner
exercisesjudicial powersin Gilgit Baltissanwhois
apolitica figurenominated by theMinister for Kashmir
and Northern Areas Affairs. The Northern Areas
LegidativeAssembly (NALA) isapolitica indtitution
which lacks power tolegidate and isheaded by the
Minigter for Kashmir and Northern AreasAffars, who
is currently a Member of the National Assembly
elected fromthe Gujrat district of Punjab province.

Area: 72,496 km

Population: 870,347 (1998 popul ation census)
Capital: Gilgit

Districts: six

Baltistan Regionisdividedinto Gancheand Skardu
digtricts

Gilgit RegionisdividedintoAstore, Diamer, Ghizar,
Hunza-Nagar and Gilgit digtricts

Ethnic Groups: Shin, Balti, Puriki, Ladakhi, Wakhi,
Yashkun, Tibetan, Mongol, Mon, Pashtun, Khowar,
Dom, Gujjar and Kashmiri

Religious Groups: Shia (Twelvers), Nurbakhshi
(Twelvers), lsmaili, Sunni, and Ahlehadith
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L anguages. Shina, Balti, Wakhi, Khowar, Gujjari,
Burushaski, Puriki, Kashmiri, Pashto

Legidature: Gilgit-Batistan LegidativeAssembly
(GBLA), total 33 seats, of which 24 are directly
elected and 6 female and 3 technocrat membersare
selected by GBLA members.

Acting-Gover nor of G-B: MianManzoor A. Weaitoo
Chief Minister G-B: Syed Mehdi Shah

NALA wasdissolved on July 25, 2009 beforeit could
complete its 5-years term, and along with that,
advisorstothe Chairmanincluding the Chief Executive
were sacked. Elections for GBLA was held on
November 12, 2009. Pakistan Peopl €' s Party (PPP),
the ruling party of Pakitan, won the majority and
formed government.

Political Groups: Bawaristan National Front
(BNF), Gilgit Batigan ThinkersForum, Gilgit Batisan
United Movement (GBUM), Baltistan National
Movement, Karakoram National Movement, Gilgit
Baltistan Democratic Alliance (GBDA), Gilgit
Baltistan National Alliance (GBNA), All Parties
Nationa Alliance(APNA)

Literacy rate: 15% mae- 3.5% femae (World Bank
estimatesof 1997)

Sateof Infrastructure: More than two-thirds of
thevillageslack potablewater, e ectricity, telephone,
hedlth units, girls schoals, paved roads, ration depot,
and pony tracks.

23



AMONTHLY NEWS DIGEST ON PAKISTAN OCCUPIED KASHMIR

Disclaimer

PoK News Digest isa collection of newsreportsand pressreleases publishedin
various newspapersand local mediarelated to Pakistan occupied Kashmir (PoK),
referred as‘ Azad Kashmir’ and * Northern Areas’ by the gover nment of Pakistan.
The newsreports have been abridged to provide clarity. IDSAisnot responsible
for the accuracy and authenticity of the news items.

POK NEWS DIGEST

| nstitute for Defence Studies and Analyses
No. 1, Development Enclave, Rao TulaRam Marg
New Delhi-110010
Telphone: 91-11-26717983; Fax: 91-11-26154191
Website: www.idsa.in; Email: Ibscidsa@gmail.com

IqsAa



