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About this Issue

The quest for a well defined political status continues in the ‘Northern Areas.” The Karachi
Agreement has been vehemently criticized all across on account of its failure to ensure basic
political and economic rightsfor the people of thisregion. Political groups such GBUM and BNF
consider Pakistan’s control over these areas as illegitimate and seek independent status. A new
constitutional package has been promised by the government of Pakistan asisindicated in one
of the reports in this issue. Ironically, such packages in the past have been of little value in
availing fundamental rights for the deprived sections of population.

Thereisprevailing dilemmain thejudicial systemof the so called ‘ AJK’ on whether the Supreme
Court of Pakistan hasjurisdiction over ‘ AJK’ cases. Thereisinfighting amongst judgesin ‘ AJK’
regarding seniority and related i ssues which explains the absence of proper justice and order.

China is making the most of this political perplexity and investing heavily to strengthen its
ground in the region known to be economically viable for itstrading activities. With Pakistan, it

Isin the process of exploring more avenues in the *Northern Areas’ for eco tourism leading to
economic development.

Priyanka Singh
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SKARDU: Chairman of the Gilgit-Baltistan United
Movement (GBUM) Manzoor Hussain Parwana
dated nationdist partiesareinching towardsachieving
their objectiveswith the support of the masses of
theregion. Hegtated thiswhile addressngamesting
of the GBUM’ssupremecouncil. Hesaid thepeople
of Gilgit-Bdtistan had foiled theconspiracy to cregte
alawlesssituation in theregion after themurder of
NALA deputy spesker Asad Zaidi. Hesaid hisparty
was playing a major role in building regional,
communa and political harmony intheregion. By
turning up in large numbers at a meeting of the
GBUM in SkarduonMay 1, the peopleof theregion
had proved that no force can dividethemto achieve
their vested interest.

(http://www.unpo.org/content/view/9615/254/)

“NALA should pass coming package: PM,”
Weekly Baang, May 19-25, 2009

ISLAMABAD: PrimeMinister Yousuf RazaGilani
directed the Ministry of Kashmir Affairs and
Northern Areas (KANA) to propose a
comprehensive packageto addressthe problems of
the people of Northern Areas to be approved by
the cabinet. Gilani assured a delegation of the
Northern Areas consisting of Northern Areas
Legislative Assembly (NALA) Speaker Malik
Maskin, PML-Q’sin-chargefor theregion Marvi
Memon, adviser on health Haji Abdul Quddus,
adviser workslbrahim Sanai, adviser financeMirza
Hussain and others of his support on various
administrative, political and development issues
relating to theregion during amesting in Id amabad.
Sources stated the prime minister agreed that the
issue of constitutional rights of the people of the
Northern Areasneeded immediate attention and the
governmentwould givepreferencetoanAzad Jammu
and Kashmir-like government in Northern Areas
under itsproposed package. Ontheissueof changing
thenameof NorthernAreasto Gilgit-Baltistan as
per resolutionsof theNALA, Gilani assured theissue
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Heaso orderedthe PIA toincreasedaily flightsto
Gilgit and Skardu from two to threedaily tolessen
theproblemsof the peopleand facilitatethetourits.

(http://weeklybaang.bl ogspot.com/2009/05/weekly-
baang-karachi-volume-02-issue-13_20.html)

“Mismanagement hauntsnew AJK Govt,” May
26, 2009

ISLAMABAD: PrimeMinister of Azad Kashmir
Sardar Yaqub Khanisleading state to confusion,
chaosand anarchy. Hisruleisno different from his
predecessor Sardar Attig Ahmed Khan Sardar
Yaqub’sadministration assumed officein January
2009, after ouster of Attig Ahmed Khanthrougha
no-confidence move. Soon after he took power,
Mr Khan promised he would administer justice,
providegood governance, uphold merit, and rid the
state from nepotism, favoritism, menace of deep-
rooted corruption and Bardarism. Corruption
practices, nepotism, favoritism, blackmailing,
mismanagement, i njustices, misuse of authority,
violation of merit, discrimination govern Azad
Kashmir.

(http://apnarawal kot.bl ogspot.com/2009/05/
mismanagement-haunts-new-ajk-govt.html)

“Police oppression continuesagainst lawyers
in Muzaffarabad,” May 24, 2009

MUZAFFARABAD: Kashmir Nationa Party
Spokesman Dr Shabbir Chaudhry strongly
condemned policeaction against unarmed civilians,
lawyers and journalists in Muzaffarabad which
continued, despite widespread anger and resentment
against theauthorities. According to reports, local
police demonstrated power when they charged
againg peaceful demondration, whichwasorganised
by thelawyersand supported by thecivil society of
Muzaffarabad.

(http://www.tmcnet.com/usubmit/-police-oppression-
continues-agai nst-lawyers-muzaffarabad-/2009/05/24/
4194107.htm)



“Raja Zulgarnain seek British MPs help on
Kashmir,” Associated Pressof Pakistan, May
21, 2009

LONDON: Azad Jammu and Kashmir President
RajaZulgarnain Khan pleaded for the continuous
support of themembersof the British Parliament for
the Kashmir cause and said the people of the State
must not be denied their right to self-determination.
Speaking at the House of Commons|ast night on
discussion organised by Jammu and Kashmir Self-
Determination Movement, he spoke against putting
Kashmir issue on the back burner. He urged the
British Parliamentariansto play their duerolein
hel ping to resolvetheissue asthe Kashmir dispute
isalegacy of the colonial rule and the UK hasa
gpecid respongbility inthisissue.

(http://www.app.com.pk/en_/
index php?option=com_content& task=view& id=76638& [temid=2)

“Saleem seesno Talibanisation threat inAJK )"
May 22, 2009

KARACHI : Acting President Azad Kashmir Sdeem
Butt on May 21 visited theMQM headquarter Nine
Zero, wheretheMQM provincial minister Shoaib
Ahmed Bukhari and other membersincludingAnees
Ahmed Kaimkhani, Waseem Aftab, Kanwar Khalid
Younis, Ashfag Mangi, Saleem Tajik and office
bearers of MQM were also present. To a query
about the presence of TalibaninAzad Kashmir, he
said that there was no threat of Talibanisation in
Kashmir, adding that AJK government hasextended
itsfull support to thegovernment of Pakistan against
Tdibanistion.

(http://www.nati on.com. pk/pakistan-news-newspaper-
daily-english-online/Regional/K arachi/22-May-2009/
Saleem-sees-no-Talibanisation-threat-in-AJK)

“PM directs immediate release of funds
for Gilgit-Baltistan,” Dardistan Times, May 14,
2009

ISLAMABAD: PrimeMinister Syed Yusuf Raza
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on May 14 directed the Ministry of Finance to
release development and compensation funds
allocated for the Northern Areaswith immediate
effect. Talking to adel egation of Northern Areas
comprising membersof NorthernAreasLegidative
Assembly led by Speaker NALA at thePM House,
the prime minister also ordered to expedite
congruction of Gilgit-Batistanroad. Thede egation
aso apprised him onvariousadminigtrative, political
and development issues of the area. The Prime
Minister directed the Ministry of Kashmir and
Northern Areas (KANA) to present theseissuesin
the Committee on Northern Areas Governance
Regulations. Hefurther noted thefina summary in
thisregard should be put up before the cabinet for
approval.

(http://dardistannews.wordpress.com/2009/05/14/pm-
directs-immediate-rel ease-of -funds-for-gil git-balti stan/)

Sayed Abid Hussain, “Intra-Kashmir
Conference in Islamabad on June 2-3,” The
News, May 17, 2009

MIRPUR: Anexclusivelntra-Kashmir Conference
onthe ongoing trans-LoC tradewould beheld in
Idamabad on June2 and 3. Disclosing this, President
Federation of Jammu & Kashmir Chambers of
Commerce & Industry, an apex body of al the
chambersof commerce and industry of J&K and
AJK, Zulfigar Abbasi stated on May 15 that the
scheduled meet isbeing organi sed with specid focus
on discussing issuesfor promotion of the ongoing
weekly cross-LoC trade between Azad Jammu &
Kashmir and Indian occupied Kashmir, bes desother
rel ated i ssuesto promote humanitarian tiesbetween
both sides of the LoC.

(http://www.thenews.com.pk/daily _detail.asp?d=177981)
Usman Manzoor, “ AJK judgesbringtheir
case before CJ Iftikhar,” May 17, 2009

ISLAMABAD: After the senior judge of theAJK
Supreme Court, another judge hasmoved tothe



Pakistan Supreme Court to seek justice hoping that
therestored judiciary will dojustice. Theacting chief
justice of theAJK High Court hasnow knocked at
thedoorsof Judticelftikhar Muhammad Chaudhry’s
court asking it to direct thefederal government to
rectify the previouswrongs. It hashappenedfor the
firg timeinthehigtory of Pekistanthat AJK’ ssuperior
judiciary judgeshave moved to the Supreme Court
of Pakistan, asking the apex court todirect theprime
minister of Pakistan, who al so happensto bethe
AJK Council’s chairman and whose advise of
gppointing thechief justicesof superior judiciary of
AJK wasbinding ontheAJK president, toundothe
unconstitutional ordersthat have created amessin
thesuperior judiciary.

(http://mww.thenews.com.pk/print1.asp?d=178027)

Siddharth Varadar ajan, “ Gilgit leader sdeny
they arelndian agents,” May 18, 2009

GILGIT: Beinganationaistinthisregionistolay
yourself opentothechargeof being an Indian agent.
Despitethis, thereisno shortage of groups spesking
of sdf-determinationfor Gilgit-Batistan. *“ Tenyears
ago”, noted alocd journdigt, *“ nobody herewanted
to hear the name ‘Kashmir’, everybody was for
merger with Pakistan. Today, themood has changed
to oneof salf-determination rather than merger.”

(http://gbtribune.blogspot.com/2009/05/gil git-leaders-
deny-they-are-indian.html)

Zaresh Khan “Bhasha Dam and Foreign
Involvement,” Kashmir Watch, May 19, 2009

Damsareaninstrument of devel opment, yet every
damsmall or large carriesinherent risks of failure.
Inthecase of alarger damit could be catastrophic
for lifeand property downthevalley. Large dams
aretherefore planned and designed with utmost care
to preclude asfar aspossibleany risk of afailure.
Keeping in view therisk factor and the growing
population of Pakistan (estimated at 170 million at
thestart of 2009), the proposal of Bhashadamwas
regulated on 17 January 2006. I nhabitants of the
areawel comed thegovernment proposa being truly
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patriotic.

Theproject of BhashaDamislocated on IndusRiver,
about 315 km upstream of Tarbela Dam, 165 km
downstream of the Northern Areacapita Gilgitand
40 km downstream of Chilas. The proposed dam
would have a maximum height of 270 m, and
impound areservoir of about 7,500,000 acre feet
(9.25x109 m3), with live storage of more than
6,400,000 acrefeet (7.89%109 m3). Mean annual
discharge of IndusRiver at the siteis 50,000,000
acrefeet (6.2x1010 m3). Thusthedamwill impound
15% of theannud river flow. Thedam project would
cover an area of 110 km2 and extend 100 km
upstream of the dam site up to Raikot Bridge on
Karakoram Highway (KKH). The planned 4,500
MW Diamer-BhashaDam ontheIndusin Pakistan
is, at US$12.6 hillion, one of thelargest and most
costly planned damsintheworld.

(http://www.kashmirwatch.com/
“Gilgit Baltistan: Enemy wantsto eiminateus,”
May 13, 2009

SKARDU: Speakersat apublic gathering organized
by the Gilgit-Baltistan United Movement (GBUM)
and the Balawaristan Nationd Front (BNF) in Skardu
stated unseen forces have started conspiracies to
createtension and pitch peopleagainst each other in
theregion. They said the conspiracy wasaimed to
diminatetheidentity of themassesof Gilgit-Batistan
and paralyzetheir ability torisefor their rights.

(http://skardu.bl ogspot.com/2009/05/gil git-baltistan-
enemy-wants-to.html)

Ayesha Siddiga, “Deadly social change,” Dawn,
May 1, 2009

Alook a today’ s Pakistan doesnot inspire confidence
inthegtate. Inadditiontothe Talibanisationthreat in
some parts of the country, thereis chaosin other
areaslike Baochistan where peopleare dissatisfied
withwhat the state hasto offer. Then, therearethose
areaswherethereisno conflict but that have begun
tolook at other optionsbecausethe state haslittleto



offer. Infact, in placeslike Gilgit sections of the
peopleare beginning to ook north, towards China,
which now appears amore attractive proposition.
The state and the establishment havelittleto offer
by way of explanation except that thisisaconspiracy
to destroy the state.

(http://www.dawn.com/wps/wcm/connect/dawn-content-
library/dawn/the-newspaper/columnists/16-ayesha-
siddiga-deadly-social-change-hs-05)

Nawaz K han Naji, “ SudentsShould Play aRole
for Gilgit-Baltistan,” Dardistan Times, May 12,
2009

Membersof BNSO Rawal pindi/Idamabad Divison
held aconference chaired by Nawaz Khan Ngji, a
nationdist |eader from Gilgit Batistan. Inhisaddress,
he urged theyounger generation,especialy students,
to play their part of roleto bring the disfranchised
region out of the gloomy political shadow. He
spotlighted that Gilgit Baltistan ispassing through
toughtimeand studentscan boldly navigatethenation
through theturbulence of 21t century.

(http://dardistannews.wordpress.com/2009/05/12/
students-should-play-a-role-for-gil git-balti stan-nawaz-
khan-naji/)

“AJK SC CJ appointment challenged in SC”

ISLAMABAD: Themost senior judgeof Supreme
Court AK Syed Manzoor Hussain Gilani has
challenged the appointment Justice Riaz Akhtar
Chaudhry as Chief Justice Supreme Court AJK on
thebagsof seniority. Justice Gilani’slawyersAkram
Chaudhry Advocate and Arshad Ali Chaudhry filed
the petition Stating that theincumbent Chief Justice,
whowassix year junior in High Court and two years
inthe Supreme Court AJK asagainst the petitioner,
was directed to be appointed as CJ of AJKSC on
theadviceof then primeminister of Pakistan Shaukat
Aziz on October 20, 2006 within 24 days of his
appointment asjudge of theAIJK SC.

(http://www.sananews.com.pk/english/2009/05/07/ajksc-
¢j-appointment-challenged-in-sc/)
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“SC can’'t hear AJK cases,” Daily Times,
May 08, 2009

MIRPUR: The Supreme Court (SC) of Pakistan has
no legal and constitutional jurisdiction to hear any
caserelated to Azad Jammu and Kashmir, Mirpur
Digtrict Bar Association (MDBA) statedonMay 7.
MDBA President Khalid Yousuf noted that the SC
couldn’t hear pleachdlenging A SupremeCourt’s
Chief Justice Riaz Akhtar’ sappointment dueto the
territory’ sseparate condtitutiona statusand identity.

(http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/
default.asp?page=2009%5C05%5C08%5Cstory_8-5-
2009 _pg7_35)

“Judicial crisisbeing plotted in AJK , war ns
Atiq,” TheNews, May 11, 2009

MIRPUR: Former PrimeMinister Azad Jammuand
Kashmir (AJK), Sardar Atig Ahmed stated some
anti Pakistan dementsare bent upon plottingjudicia
crisisinAzad Kashmir after hatching asuccessful
conspiracy intermsof politica ingtability andal this
will surely bring about the dire consequences.

Talkingto mediain Mirpur, Sardar Atiqwasof the
view that the petition filed against the Chief Justice
(CI) AXK by asenior judge of Supreme Court (SC)
in SC of Pakistan was unconstitutional. He added
Azad Kashmir isanindependent and liberated State
of theworld carrying itsown congtitution, president,
assembly, SC and High Court (HC).

(http://www.thenews.com.pk/updates.asp?d=77296)

“Illegal appointments in Azad Kashmir,”
Kashmir Watch

ISLAMABAD: Authorities in Azad Jammu &
Kashmir (AJK) were accused of violating
constitution of the state by appointing non-state
subjectsondifferent positions. Theissuewasseverd
appoi ntmentsin Project Management Unit of three-
city development projects-Bagh, Muzaffarabad and
Rawaakote. Theappointmentsof non-stateto a



post unlessheisastate subject asdefinedin Azad
Jammu Kashmir interim constitution Act, 1974,
provided that this restriction may be relaxed by
government in suitable cases, as stated in state
sarvicesrules.

(http://www.kashmirwatch.com/

“Karachi Accord a tool to control Gilgit-
Baltistan,” Weekly Baang, May 5-11, 2009

GILGIT: Neither wewant an Azad Kashmir-like
setup nor aprovincial status. Our maindemandis
theresolution of our region’sdisputein accordance
with the UN resolutions and setting up of an
independent congtituent assembly besidesabolition
of the so-called Karachi agreement. Theseviews
emerged during seminarsand public gatheringsheld
to condemn the 1949 agreement of Karachi inGilgit,
Rawal pindi, Lahore and Abbottabad. The events
were organized by the Balawaristan National
Students Organizations. Thiswas stated by speakers
at aprotest raly arranged here by Gilgit-Baltistan
DemoacraticAlliance(GBDA) ontheanniversary of
theinfamousK arachi Agreement.

(http://weeklybaang.bl ogspot.com/2009/05/weekly-
baang-karachi-volume-02-issue.html)

“APHC-AJK pays homage to Kashmiri
martyrs,” Pakistan Times

ISLAMABAD: TheAPHC-AJK Chapter organised
afunction in Islamabad on the occasion of the
martyrdom anniversaries of prominent liberation
leadersMirwaiz M oulvi Muhammad Farooq and
Khawaja Abdul Ghani Lone. The AJK Prime
Minister, Sardar Muhammad Yagoob Khan
presided over thefunction and senior APHC leader
MaulanaAbbasAnsari wasthe chief guest.

(http://www. paki stantimes.net/pt/detail.phpnewsl d=851)
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“ADB toprovidePKR 56.59 billion for AJK
projects,” May 11, 2009

APPreported that the Asian Devel opment Bank
would provide PKR 56.59 hillion for different
development projects. Thefundswould beutilized
forAXK development projectsincluding hyde power
generation, highways, communication and other
sectors. Thiswasdisclosed by Mr Chaudhry Latif
Akbar, Finance Minister of Azad Jammu and
Kashmir whilechairing ahighlevel mesting.

The meeting was attended by Mr Reom Stroem,
Country Director of Asian Development Bank, Mr
Muhammead Yousuf, Additiona Chief Secretary for
Development and secretaries of different
departments.

(http://steel guru.com/news/index/2009/05/11/

OTM5MTA%3D/
ADB _to provide PKR 56.59 hillion for AXK_projectshtml)

Iftikhar Gilani “ Better infrastructuresoon to
increasevolumeof cross-LoC trade,” Daily
Times, May 07, 2009

NEW DELHI: A high-level meeting in Srinagar
reviewed trade acrosstheLineof Control (LoC) on
May 6 and decided ahost of measuresto facilitate
thevolumeof trade. Giving detailsof the meeting,
an official spokesman stated the vehiclescarrying
goodsto either Rawlakot or Muzaffarabad would
now haveto report at both the Trade Facilitation
Centres (TFCs) aday in advance by 11:30am to
facilitate custodian authoritiesto unload and rel oad
cargo beforethetimefixed for departure.

(http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/
default.asgp?page=2009%65C05%5C07%5Cstory_7-5-
2009 _pg7_41)

Sayed Abid Hussain, “ Suspension of cross-
LoC tradesparksworry,” TheNews, May
01, 2009

MIRPUR: Federation of Jammu & Kashmir
Chambers of Commerce & Industry (FIKCCI)
President Zulfigar Abbasi on April 30 expressed
concern over reported suspension of trade between
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thetwo sidesof theLineof Control, AJK and Jammu
& Kashmir, following hostile and negative attitude
of theauthorities.” Apprehensions of the Kashmiri
businesscommunity on both sides about thefuture
of cross-LoC trade have started emerging true
because of undue bureaucratic hurdles,” Abbasi
stated whiletalking to agroup of senior journalists
inMirpur. Trans-LoC trade between AJK and J& K
started on October 21, 2008 as a result of an
agreement reached between Indiaand Pakistan.

(http://www.thenews.com.pk/daily_detail.asp?d=175256

“Pakistan: Erra to spend Rs 4.5 billion on
water projects,” WASH newsAsia & Pacific,
May 13, 2009

Earthquake Reconstruction and Rehabilitation
Authority (Erra) will spend Rs4.5 billion (€41.2
million=US$56.1 million) on clean drinking water
projectsin quakeaffected areasduring the next one
and half year. According to the sources, thefunds
would bespent inthe affected areas on potablewater
projectswhile state-of-the-art testing | aboratories
would &l so be established in Mansehra, Abbottabad,
Battagram and Mingora

(http://washasia.wordpress.com/2009/05/13/paki stan-
erra-to-spend-rs-4-5-billion-on-water-proj ects)

“CDWP approvesdevelopment projects
valued at Rs9.76bn,” Pakistan Business
News

ISLAMABAD: TheCentra Deve opment Working
Party (CDWP) on Monday approved 10
development projectsvaued at Rs9.76 billion. For
theenvironment sector, the government sanctioned
an integrated land management project for AJK,
Muzaffarabad, Bagh and Poonch, with avalue of
Rs468.02 million. In addition to the 10 projects,
the CDWP conceptually cleared aproject for the
construction and planning of rural accessroadsin
thecountry, likely to cost Rs29.97 billion.

(http://thecurrentaffairs.com/index.php/pakistan-
busi ness-news-cdwp-approves-devel opment-projects-
valued-at-rs-976bn/)



Sayed Abid Hussain “L oC tradecrossesRs43m
in aweek,” The News, May 23, 2009

MIRPUR: Weekly cross-LoC trade between AJK
and occupied Kashmir on Poonch-Rawal akot route
hasjumped to Rs43.2 million, andl-timehigh, asa
Kashmir-based firm started trade from thisroute
ignoring the Srinagar-Muzaffarabad route, stated a
report.

(http://mww.thenews.com.pk/daily _detail.asp?d=179008)

Hameed Shaheen, “Intra-Kashmir trade
volumetogrow,” Pakistan Observer, May 25,
2009

ISLAMABAD: Seeing genuine enthusiasm in
traders communities on both sides of the Line of
Control (LOC) in Jammu and Kashmir, respective
authoritiesagreedtoincreasetheintra-K ashmir trade
volume, reports stated. Under a bilateral accord
reached between President Asif Ali Zardari and
Indian Premier Manmohan Singhin New York on
September 26, 2008, both Pakistan and Indiahad
dlowedintra-Kashmir tradewhichwent operationa
on October 21, 2008. The present operativetrade
routes are Muzaffarabad-Srinagar and Poonch-
Rawa akot.

Sinceitsgtart, thebarter intra-Kashmir tradethisfar
has crossed the monetary volume of over Rs.40
million per week. The items included in the
expandable trade list are local Kashmiri farm
productsand handicrafts.

(http://pakobserver.net/200905/25/news/topstoriesO7.asp)
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“UNICEF admitscheating childrenin
Kashmir,” Kashmir Watch, May 17, 2009

UNICEF admitted that it distributed hundreds of
thousands low quality blankets to children who
survived October 8, 2005 earthquake. These
blanketswere distributed during the winter season
intheyear 2006-almost ayear after the earthquake.
It wasfirst pointed out in November 2006 that the
UN agency wasgiving out low quality blanketsto
earthquakesurvivors. On November 27,2006, Ainga
Razafy-thethen logigtic officer UNICEF | damabad-
pointed out in her email to Anna Spindler thethen
logigtic officer UNICEF field office M uzaffarabad-
that blanketswere not of agood quality.

(http //www kashml rwatch com/

“Pakigtan, Chinawor king on clean development
mechanism,” Daily Times, May 12, 2009

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan and Chinawill enhance
cooperation to devise a clean development
mechanism and establish protected areas in
Khunjerab National Park (KNP) in Pakistan and
Taxkorgan Nature Reserve (TNR) in China. The
two endorsed theideathat scientistsof both countries
should promote exchange of information on key
wildlifespeciesand their habitatsintheborder region
and that they should al so explore possibilitiesfor
promoting eco-tourismin areas between Kashghar
and Gilgit asatool for economic development.

(http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/
default.asp?page=2009%5C05%5C12%5Cstory _12-5-
2009 pgll 8)

“OlCreaffirmssupport to Kashmir struggle,”
May 26, 2009

DAMASCUS: The OIC Contact Group on Jammu
and Kashmir met on the sidelines of the 36th CFM
in Damascus, Syrian Capital. The meeting was
chaired by the OIC Secretary General, Mr.
Ekme eddin lhsanoglu. TheMinister of Statefor
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ForeignAffarsof Pakistan, NawabzadaMdik Amad
KhanledthePakistan ddegationtothemeeting. The
meeting was a so attended by the Foreign Minister
of Turkey, and senior representative of Saudi Arabia
and Niger. The PrimeMinister of Azad Jammu and
Kashmir attended the meeting along with the
representativesof the Kashmiri People. Themesting
was al so attended by the del egation of the Special
Committee of the Parliament on Kashmir led by
Federa Minister Mr. La Muhammad Khan.

(http://pakobserver.net/200905/26/news/topstories13.asp)
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Other Developments

“100,000formstobedistributed in AJ& K under
BBISP,” May 7, 2009

ISLAMABAD: Thegovernment haslaunched form
digributioninAzad Jammu & Kashmir under Benazir
Bhutto Income Support Programme (BBISP) and
100,000 forms will be distributed under this
programme to support impoverished families.
According to sourcesprocessof digtribution of forms
will becompleted shortly aimed at providing support

(Other Developments continued after Abbreviations)

to identified families as early as possible under
Benazir Bhutto Income Support Programme Earlier,
each Member of the Nationd Assembly and Senator
was provided 8000 formsfor distribution amongst
deserving peoplein their respective constituencies
under this programmed introduced by the
government last year.

(http://www.tmenet.com/usubmit/-100000-forms-be-
di stributed-ajk-under-bbisp-/2009/05/07/4169872.htm)

“ERRA hiring notoriousNGOsfor
implementation of itspr oj ect
Muzaffarabad,” Kashmir Watch, May 10, 2009

ERRA's" Drinking Water Qudity Improvement and
Hygiene Promotion project” stirred up a major
controversy after it short-listed “ notorious’ non-loca
NGOs for the implementation of the project in
earthquake-affected aress ERRA isimplementing 5.6
million USdollar (304 million Pakistani rupees)
project with the help of UNICEF and Royal
Netherland Embassy (RNE).ERRA isthe major
partner asit contributing 2.6 millionUSdollars; 2.5
million USdollarsare being contributed by Royal
Netherlands and UNICEF is providing
500,000. ERRA, among others, has short-listed
National Rural Supports Program (NRSP) and
Society for Sustainable Development (SSD) for the
implementation of theproject.
(http://www.kashmirwatch.com/
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AJKHEB

AJK
APHC

BNF
CBM
CDP
FATA

FBR
GBDA

GBUM

ISI
JIAJK

KAC
KNM
LoC
NLI
NALA
NAEDC
NWFP
PoK
POGB
PPP

uJC
WAPDA

ABBREVIATIONS

Azad Jammu and Kashmir
Hydro Electric Board
Azad Jammu & Kashmir
All Parties Hurriyat
Conference
Balawaristan National Front
Confidence Building Measures
Community Development
Programme
Federally Administered Tribal
Areas

Federal Board of Revenue
Gilgit-Baltistan Democratic
Alliance
Gilgit Baltistan United
Movement
Inter Services Intelligence
Jamaat-e-Islami Azad Jammu
& Kashmir

Kashmiri American Council
Karakoram Highway
Karakoram National
Movement
Line of Control
Northern Light Infantry
Northern Areas Legislative
Assembly
Northern Areas Executive
Development Committee
North West Frontier Province
Pakistan Occupied Kashmir
Pakistan occupied Gilgit
Baltistan
Pakistan Peoples’ Party
United Jihad Council
Water and Power

Development Authority
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“AJK glacier collapsekills28,” TheNation,
May 6, 2009

MUZAFFARABAD: At least 28 peoplewerekilled
when an ice shelf collapsed onto them in Azad
Jammu and Kashmir (AJK), officialsstated on May
5. Theincident occurred in Ashkot villagein the
mountainous Nedlam Valey, 65 kilometresnorth of
Muzaffarabad. “ A group of 28 peopleweremoving
together inAshkot villagewhen aniceshdf collgpsed
onthem,” senior policeofficial Javed Noor noted.

(http://www.nation.com. pk/pakistan-news-newspaper-
daily-english-online/Politics/06-May-2009/AJK -glacier-
collapse-kills-28)

“ERRA completesreconstruction of 388,949
houses,” Associated press of Pakistan, May
12, 2009

ISLAMABAD: Earthquake Reconstruction and
Rehabilitation Authority (ERRA) has completed
construction of 388,949 housesin quake affected
areas of theAJK and NWFP. “All the completed
houseswere designed asper seismic resistant code
approved inwakeof devastating earthquakethat hit
the northern region on October 8, 2005,” sources
stated on May 12. “Meanwhile, ERRA has aso
provided Rs. 64.75 Billions as the rural housing
subsidy totheaffected,” they added. Sourcesfurther
clamedthat ERRA wasworkinginfull svingfor the
recongruction and rehabilitation of the affected areas
both in the NWFP as well as Azad Jammu and
Kashmir.

(http://www.app.com.pk/en_/
index php?optioncom_content& task=vien& id=75829& Itemid=2)

“70 crossLoC asAJK govt refusesto issue
fresh per mits’

POONCH: Asthegovernment of Azad Kashmir
(AJK) refused toissuefresh permitsto applicants
from occupied Kashmir sinceApril 15, atotal of
70 persons crossed the Line of Control LoC at
Rah-e-Milanin Chakkan-da-Bagh. Officia

June 2009

sources stated that a total of 46 persons from
occupied Kashmir crossed over toAJK inwhich 4
werefresh visitors, who weregoing AJK to meet
their relativesin while42 personsreturned to AJK
after medtingthar rddivesindifferent partsof Jammu
& Kashmir.

(http://mww.sananews.com.pk/english/2009/05/20/70-
cross-loc-as-ajk-govt-refuses-to-issue-fresh-permits/)

Mufti I dlah, “ Peace busto connect rest of
IndiatoPoK,” CNN-IBN

SRINAGAR: Bustravel across the LoC is now
made s mpler and opento every Indian. Any person
fromany part of the country with or without areative
on the other side can now travel onthe Srinangar-
Muzaffarabad bus. The Ministry of Externd affairs
has done away with the tiresome procedure of
verification and re-verification. Instead therewill be
atriple permit system which meansaperson with
just 2 references from PoK can travel to and fro
three times without renewing the documents.
Passport officer, JK B SManavalan said, “Any
Indian can travel onthebus, it wasnot so earlier.
Only thingisthat it will beup to PoK authorities
whether they issue permit or not.”

(http://ibnlive.in.com/
printpage.php?d=93267& section_id=3)
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Pakistan Occupied Kashmir-An Overview

Pakistan occupied Kashmir (PoK), legitimately an
integral part of theIndian Unionispresently under
Pakistan’s control. Pakistan occupied theterritory
asaresult of tribal invasionin 1947 engineered by
the Pakistani army. It coversone-third of thetotal

area of 86,023 square miles/ 222,236 square
kilometers of the state of Jammu & Kashmir. The
areaunder occupation comprisestwo administrative
units: Mirpur- Muzaffarabad and Gilgit Baltistan
referred as' Azad Kashmir’ andthe* NorthernAress

respectively by the government of Pakistan. Pakistan
ceded asegment (2,700 sqmiles) of thisoccupied
territory lyingto the north-east border of theNorthern
Areasknownasthe TransKarakoram Tract to China
in1963.

“AZAD KASHMIR”

Pakistan envisaged the Azad Kashmir asacountry
withaPresident, aPrimeMinister and aLegidature
of itsown according to the Karachi Agreement of
April 28, 1949. These structures and the
designationsareonly titular in natureasthisinvaded
territory isneither acountry nor even aprovince.
Significant subjects such as defence, supposed
‘foreign policy’ of POK, rehabilitation of refugees
and theoverall control have been carefully placed
under thediscretion of the political establishment of
Pakistan.

Area: 13,297 squarekm

Mirpur comprises 3 districts: Bhimber, Kotli,
Mirpur

M uzaffar abad isdividedintofivedistricts. Bagh,
Muzaffarabad, Neelum, Poonch, Sudhnati

Population: 3,271,000(1.685 millionMale, 1.665
millionFemae)

Capital: Muzzaffarabad

“Presdent”: RgjaZulgarnain Khan
“PrimeMinister”: Sardar AttigueAhmed Khan
“ Azad Jammu and Kashmir” Council: Total 11
members- 6 fromthe government of AJK and 5from
the government of Pakistan. TheAJK Council is

headed by the President AJK.
L egidative Assembly: 49 seats

Tribal population: Awan, Abbass, Ansari , Gilani,

Gujar, Jarrd, Jat, Qureshi, Mdik, Mugha, Pashtuns,
Rajput, Rachyd's, Sudhan, Tarkhan

June 2009

NORTHERNAREAS

TheNorthernAreasofficialy referred to by the
government of Pakistan as the Federally
Administered Northern Areas (FANA), isthe
northernmost political entity within the Pakistan
occupied part of Kashmir and isaself governing
unit under Pakistani control. Theareaisfivetimes
bigger to that of Azad Kashmir. The status of this
region being unstated in the success ve condtitutions
of Pakistan over the years, the people are denied
basic socio-political andlegal rights. The Northern
Areas have no representation in the National
Assembly and aregoverned by the Northern Areas
Council headed by Minister of Kashmir and
NorthernAress. A Judicid Commissioner exercises
judicial powersintheabsence of aHigh Court. The
population mainly comprises Shia, Sunni and lsmaili
Muslims. Ethnic groupsinclude Baltees, Shinas,
Vashkuns, Mughals, Kashmiris, Pathans, Ladhakhis
and Turks.

Governor/ Commissioner: ImranAli
“Chief Minister”: Irfan Ali and Shahid Hussain

L egidature: NorthernAreasLegidativeAssembly
(29 seats)

Lan%_ua es. Balti, Shina, Brushaski, Khawer,
Weakhi, Turki, Tibeti, Pushto and Urdu

Area: 72,496 km

Capital: Gilgit

Districts: seven

Baltistan isdivided into Ghanche and Skardu

Gildgit divided into Astore, Diamer, Ghizar, Gilgit
and Hunza Nagar

Population: 1.5million

Poalitical groups: United Jammu and Kashmir
Peoples Nationd Party, Bawaristan Nationa Front
(BNF) and Gilgit Baltistan United Action Forumfor
Self Rule, Gilgit Baltistan United Movement
(GBUM).

Literacy rate: 14% male- 3.5%female
Sate of Infrastructure: No pipelinesfor water

supply and no dectricity supply for at least two thirds
of the populationin Northern Aress.
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Disclaimer

PoK News Digest isa collection of newsreportsand pressreleases published in
various newspapersand local mediarelated to Pakistan occupied Kashmir (PoK),
referred as* Azad Kashmir’ and * Northern Areas’ by the government of Pakistan.
The newsreports have been abridged to provideclarity. IDSAisnot responsible
for the accuracy and authenticity of the news items.
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