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About this Issue

Yet another terror congregation was held in PoK during the past month where apart from other
issues, sloganswere raised against Scandinavian states like Norway and Denmark in context of
the cartoon controversy- a controversy which refuses to die down. No prizes for guessing that
the rally was organized by Jamat ud Dawa (JuD) which pronounced death sentence for those
accused of blasphemy.

The case of PoK emerging as a hub for terror activities was taken up in a BBC report which is
included in the current issue. The reports suggested that recruitment of militantsis underway in
Punjab province as more militant camps are being established in PoK.

Hunzawasinflicted by a natural calamity asthere wasa massive landdlidein Attabad threatening
lives of thousands in the area. The landslide led to the formation of an artificial lake which is
likely to immerse villagesin the adjoining areas.

There are positive trends in the cross LoC trade as trading figures touched an all time high.
Goods from both sides of the LoC were exchanged on a huge scal e, the highest sinceitsinception
in October 2008, asisindicated in one of the reports.

Gilgit Baltistan got its first women Governor, Dr Shama Kahlid, amidst voices which clearly
oppose the promulgation of the Gilgit Baltistan Empowerment and Self Governance Ordinance
2009. The opposing groups reject the ordinance calling it ultra vires and have filed a petition to
this effect in the Supreme Court of Pakistan.

Priyanka Singh

April 2010



Pakistan’s Two-pronged ‘ Jihad-cum-
Dialogue’ Policy on Kashmir
Senge Hasnan Sering*

Pakistan, acountry heavily dependent on Chinese
military and economic patronage, also borrows
Chineseprinciplesof diplomacy in dealing with her
neighbours. One of the characteristics of Chinese
diplomacy istousemilitary forceand pursuedialogue
smultaneoudy sinceboth aredeemed compatibleand
without any digtinction.

Giventhe context, while Pakistan hasrecently helda
foreign secretary-leve didoguewithIndiaonterrorism
and Kashmir; it also continues to encourage and
support militant and terrorist outfitslike Lashkar-e-
Toiba (LeT), Jamaat-ud-Dawa (JuD), Hizb-ul-
Mujahideen (HuM) and United Jihad Council (UJC)
intheir armed conflict with India. Asrecently ason
March 23, 2010, which isthe commemoration day
of Pakistan Resolution of 1940, these outfitsheld a
raly inKotli district of Pakistan occupied Kashmir
(PoK). Theleadersmade speechesvowingtoliberate
Kashmir anditsriversby using forceagainst India.
Some also emphasized upon opening parallel
diplomatic and military frontsagaingt Indiaincluding
reviving theissue of accession of princely states of
Hyderabad and Junagarh. The leader of UJC
reiterated that diplomacy and talks have failed to
achieveany resultson Kashmir and Jhad againg India
istheonly solution. The statementsreinforceview
expressed by Pakistani officials and the Foreign
Minister himself who labeled the recent Indo-Pak
meeting asmeaningless.

Pakigtan’swillingnessto alow banned terrorist outfits
to operatefromitsland; providesanctuary andtraining
camps, and support their violence-based agendaisa
concern for those who expect an honest and sincere
support from Pakistan towards global initiativeson
eiminating extremismandterroriam. Although primary
target of these Pakistani outfitsremain Indiag; they are
clearly becoming athreat for thewest by networking
and establishing long-termed rel ationswith Taliban,
Al-Qaidaand Hamas. PoK becoming arefuge for
such elementsisaconcern since Pakistan’sdecision
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to use militancy as a diplomatic tool against its
neighborsunderminestheinternationd initiativesand
putsaquestion mark on Pakistan’scommitment.

Pakistani regimehassofar failed to persuade LeT to
dissociate from those groupswhich regularly target
westerninterests. Thismay suggest that either Pakistan
isindirectly involvedinjeopardizing western efforts
againgtterrorismor that LeT isincreasingly becoming
independent of Pakistani control and spreading its
operational scope and network with international
militant outfitsin order to receivetheir monetary and
logistical support. Whilethese groupsdesireto see
Indiaand USA disintegrated; they a so havethedream
of world dominance, and their effortshave become
more synchronized since the disintegration of the
USSR. They continuetoincreasetheir leveragein
Pakistan andinfluenceitsforeign and defencepalicies.
Such occurrences have forced many think tanksin
the USA to believethat thegoa of these outfitsisfar
beyond acquiring control of Kashmir; and that solving
theKashmir issuewill not help eliminategroupslike
LeT and JuD from the scene. Eventhoughthey claim
to advocatejustice and peacefor theentireMuslim
world, they prove to be the major perpetrators of
violencein Kashmir. Because of influence of these
outfits, Kashmir has become the epicenter of global
Jhad andtheterror conduitsextending al theway to
Afghanistan through Swat and Malakand districts,
which are adjacent to PoK. It isin the interest of
western countries especially USA to persuade
Pakigantodismantleterror outfitsand their sanctuaries
in PoK. Without a concrete step, Taliban and
international Jihadis will find legitimacy,
encouragement, as well as means to sustain their
operationglobaly.

America sgrowing cooperation with Pakistanisa
concernfor the peace-loving communitiesaround the
world. Even though Pakistan pretendsto cooperate
withthe USA againgt theterrorigts; it will ill not put
all itseggsin onebasket. It may dismantlesometerror
campsalong thedisputed Durand Line but the outfits
currently activein destabilizing Indiadong theLineof
Control will not betouched. Pakistanfindsit politicaly
convenient to continue to support Kashmir’s Jihad



chapter until it acquirescomplete control over theland
and resources of Kashmir. Along with Kashmir,
Pakistani regimeisa so accusing Indiaonwater issues.
The Pekistani strategy to equate Kashmir’spolitical
issueswith control over theriversof Kashmir clearly
demonstratesthe underlying sinister motivesof the
Pakistani establishment whichiskeento exploit the
resourcesof theregionrather than providing benefits
tothe people. Inthiscontext, Pakistan’sdependence
ontheJihadistoincrease her ‘ negotiation-leverage
with India will aso grow as the issue of water
shortagesfor thefarmersof Punjabwill becomeacute.

Many analystsa so believethat Kashmir isastepping
stone and peopl e of Kashmir, the cannon fodder for
Pakistan to avengetheliberation of Bangladesh. In
theend, land of Kashmir isbeingused, and itssociety
and economy destroyed by the Pakistani policymakers
for their selfish and short-sighted goals. The Jihad
policy of Pakistan has destroyed the peaceful
atmosphere, rich civilization and economy of the
Kashmir valey. Thepeopleof theKashmir valey may
eventudly redlizethat inthelast 63 years, they have
been used asalow-cost tool of diplomeacy by Pakistan
to settle scoreswith India. One may deducethat the
long term implicationsof creating instability inthe
regionwill greatly harmtheinterestsof thecommon
peoplewhilesatisfying ahandful among the Pakistani
establishment.

Ontheother hand, thereisagrowing realizationin
PoK that theinvolvement of Pakistani Jihadi outfitsin
Kashmir only prolongsand complicatestheissueand
provides ampletimeand opportunity to Pakistanto
sustain the illegal occupation of PoK and exploit
resources at the cost of thewellbeing of the natives.
Thepeopleof PoK including Gilgit-Batistanbelieve
that theland and resources of Kashmir, including the
rivers, belong to the natives and not Pakistan, and
that it isnot acceptableto use PoK asastaging ground
for Pakistani terrorismin India. Pakistan needsto stop
interferencein Kashmir and withdraw itstroopsand
citizensfrom Muzaffarabad and Gilgit-Baltistan to
ensure peaceintheregion.

*  The Author is Former Visiting Fellow, IDSA. The
views expressed are his personal and not that of
IDSA.
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“AJK remainsatraining ground for
militants: BBC”,

Daily Times, March 4, 2010

LAHORE: Militant training campsfor thosefighting
inKashmir are once again being established in Azad
Jammu and Kashmir (AJK) and recruitment isalso
on the rise in Punjab, the British Broadcasting
Corporation (BBC) reported on March 4.

Initslatest report, the BBC a so mentioned that the
United Jihad Council (UJC) meeting was held in
Muzaffarabad in mid-January, chaired by former 1S]
chief Lieutenant Generd (r) Hameed Gul. Themeeting
decided that the freedom struggle or jihad should
continue until the Indian control on Jammu and
Kashmir comesto anend.

Pakistan haslong been accused of supporting militant
groups operating in Kashmir, whichit denies. Asa
fledgling peace process between Pakistan and India
developed intheyearsafter the September 11, 2001
terrorigt attacksinthe US, it waswidely believed that
Idamabad’ ssupport for themilitancy had declined as
it sought better relations with its nuclear-armed
neighbour.

http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/ default.asp?
page=2010%5C03%5C04%5Cstory_4-3-2010_pg7_22

Tariq Nagash, “ PaK rally callsJihad
against blasphemers’,
Rising Kashmir, March 25, 2010

MUZAFFARABAD: Hundredsof peoplehddaraly
onMarch 25to expresstheir loveand admiration for
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) and called for war
against the blasphemers. “The only punishment for
Norway, d-Jihad; the only punishment for Denmark,
a-Jhad,” shouted the participantsat therally asthey
paraded through busy thoroughfare of Muzaffarabad,
the capital of Pakistan occupied Kashmir (PoK).

Theraly followed aseminar inthe premisesof press
clubwhichwas organi sed by Jamaat ud Dawa (JuD)
to defend the honour of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)
inthewake of publication of blasphemous cartoons
and ban on minaretsin some European countries.
“Death on those who insult our Prophet (PBUH)...
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Death onthosewhoinsult our religion,” were some
other dogansraised by participantsat therally who
werea so carrying black and white JuD flags, banners
and placardsinscribed with smilar dogans.

http://www.risingkashmir.com/
?option=com_content& task=view& id=21924

“ShamaK halid takesoath as GB’sfirst
governor”,
Dawn, March 23, 2010

ISLAMABAD: Dr ShamaKhalid on March 23 took
oath as Governor of Gilgit-Baltistan, becoming the
first woman assuming governorshipinthecountry’s
history. Thechief judge SupremeA ppellate Court of
Gilgit-Batistan administered the oath to Dr Shama
Khalid at aspecid investiture ceremony at theAiwan-
i-Sadr, witnessed by President Asif Ali Zardari, Prime
Minigter Yousuf RazaGilani, Chief Minister of Gilgit-
Baltistan Syed Mehdi Shah and federal ministers.
President Zardari had appointed Dr ShamaKhalid
asthe Governor of Gilgit-Bdtistanon March 22. Dr
Shama Khalid is a leading social worker who
voluntarily workedin different partsof Gilgit-Baltistan
by establishing free summer medical campsevery
yedar.

http://www.dawn.com/wps/wcm/connect/dawn-content-
library/dawn/news/pakistan/04-shama-khalid-gs-
07?pageDesign=mobile_detail

Aziz Ali Dad, “Discontentsin Gilgit-
Baltistan”,
Gilgit Baltistan Tribune, March 28, 2010

The absence of participation of Gilgit-Baltistanin
decison-making bodiesat thenationd level will make
the whole exercise of administrative and political
changesin theempowerment package meaningless.
Real participation comes with arolein decision-
making. The announcement of the Gilgit-Baltistan
Empowerment and Self-Governance Ordinancein
September 2009 gave some hope to the optimists
that it would pavetheway for democratic governance
and palitical reg uvenation of themoribund governance
structure and stagnant political culture of Gilgit-
Bdtistan. Sceptics, however, dubbed it asan eyewash



to hidethereal mechanicsof power, which areunder
thedirect control of thefederal government.

http://gbtribune.bl ogspot.com/2010/03/discontents-in-
gilgit-baltistan.html

“Peopleof Hunzaare* nashukar”
(thankless), says CM of Gilgit —
Baltistan”,

Pamir Times, March 27, 2010

ISLAMABAD: We made abig mistake by giving
chequestofamiliesof the deceased peopleof Attabad
on time. The people of Hunza are thankless
(ungrateful) becausethey arenot appreciatingtherole
played by the government during Attabad disaster.
Wehavedonealot for Hunzaafter thedisaster. These
viewswere expressed by chief minister of Gilgit—
Baltistan while briefing the recently appointed
governor of GB, Dr Shama Khalid, on Attabad
landdidedisaster. Head so said that political elements
areusngthedisagter for politica purposesby arranging
protestsand it —insacrossthe country.

http://pamirtimes.net/2010/03/27/people-of -hunza-are-na-
shukar-thankless-says-cm-of-gil git-bal ti stan/

“Mehdi Shah’sDerogatory Satement
Hurt Affecteesof Attabad Disaster”,
Editorial, Gilgit Baltistan Times, March 29, 2010

Thegaement by theChief Minigter for Gilgit-Bdtistan,
Syed Mehdi Shah, regarding the disaster affected
peopleof Hunzaishighly derogatory and astatement
of anill minded person. Briefing the newly selected
Governor of Gilgit-Bdtistan, Dr. Shamshad, the Chief
Minister of Gilgit-Baltistan, Syed Mehdi Shah stated
that * People of Hunzaare Thankless' becausethey
do not appreciategovernment for distributing checks
tothefamiliesof deceased peopleof Attabad Disadter.

http://gbtimes.wordpress.com/2010/03/29/editorialmehdi-
shahs-derogatory-statement-hurt-af fectees-of -attabad-
disaster/

“No backdoor diplomacy on Kashmir, says
AJK PM”,

March 28, 2010

PESHAWAR: Azad Jammu and Kashmir Prime
Minister RajaM uhammad Farooq Haider Khan on
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March 27 ruled out any backdoor diplomacy to settle
the coreissueof Kashmir between Indiaand Pakistan.
“It'snot acorporate deal between two stakeholders.
Itisaquestion of thefutureof 150 million Kashmiris
who must necessarily bemede part of thenegotiaions”
he said at Meet-the-Press Programme at the
Peshawar Press Club.

http://kashmirglobal .com/content/no-backdoor-
diplomacy-kashmir-says-gjk-pm

“Joblesness drives Gilgit youths to
suicide”,
Indian Express, March 16, 2010

The growing unemployment in Gilgit Baltistan has
undermined the economic and social fabric of the
Himalayan region. Lack of infrastructure here has
prevented entrepreneursfrom setting up indusiriesthat
generateempl oyment. Thishasforced many educated
young mento leavebehind their land and loved ones
to migrateto Pakistan'shig cities. Most have ended
up asunskilled laborersin the ghettoes of Karachi
and Rawalpindi. Increasing frustration hasled many
tocommit suicide.

http://www.indianexpress.com/videos/national /6/
joblesness-drives-gilgit-youths-to-suicide/1518

“Jamaat |lami AJK urgesgovt to present
Kashmir effectively at OIC”,
March 15, 2010

RAWALPINDI: Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJK)
Jamaat-e-1dlami (JI) Amir Abdul Rashid Turabi on
March 14 urged the government to present the
Kashmir issueinthe proposed session of Organization
of Idamic Conference(OIC) in Qahirainan effective
manner. Hewasexpressing hisviewswhileaddressng
thegathering of central leaders.

http://www.sananews.net/english/2010/03/15/jamaat-
islami-gjk-urges-govt-to-present-kashmir-effectivly-at-
oic/

Usman M anzoor, “ AJK SC challenges
Pakistan SC in new row”,

The News, March 24, 2010

ISLAMABAD: The Supreme Court of Azad Jummu
and Kashmir has put constitutional expertsinastate



of shock when it came at loggerheads with the
Supreme Court of Pakistan over theunconstitutional
appointment of theAJK chief justice.

Theincumbent Chief Justice of AJK, Riaz Akhtar
Chaudhry, while heading athree-member bench on
March 15, 2010, passed an order barring Prime
Minister of Pakistanto passany notificationregarding
Chief Justiceof AK. Hedsorestrained Law, Justice
and Parliamentary AffairsDepartment fromissuing any
fresh notification and the President of theAJK from
administering oath to any judgefor the office of the
AJ CJ.

http://www.thenews.com.pk/print1.asp?d=230620

Tariq Nagash, “ Children Forum seeks
attention towar ds Kashmir’ssufferings’,

Rising Kashmir, March 21, 2010

MUZAFFARABAD: Andected forum of Kashmiri
children, affected in one or the other way by the
ongoing conflictintheir motherland, hascalled upon
the Pakistani Parliamentarians and leading media
personsto draw attention towards K ashmir problem
and play their dueroleto bring an early end to their
sufferings. The demand was made by the members
of Sawera Children Assembly (SCA) through
Separate resol utions at aceremony inthe premisesof
acharity school hereinthecapitd of Pakistan occupied
Kashmir.

http://www.risingkashmir.com/
?option=com_content& task=view&id=21805

“AJK SC putsitsfoot down BarsPak PM
from reviewing its CJ’s appointment”,
Pakistan Tribune, March 17, 2010

MIRPUR: TheAzad Jammu & Kashmir Supreme
Court, whileadmitting awrit petition for hearing, on
March 16 issued a stay order, barring the AJK
Council (Upper House of theAJK Parliament) and
the AJK Council chairman (the Prime Minister of
Pakistan) from reopening or reviewing the
appointment of AJK Chief Justice Muhammad Riaz
Akhter Chaudhry. Thefull bench of the apex court,
comprising Chief Justice Muhammad Riaz, Justice
KhwaaShahid Ahmed and JusticeMuhammadAzam
Khan, on a writ petition filed through Advocate
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Khwaja Muhammad Nasim, restraining the AJK
Council and the AJK Council chairman/Prime
Minister of Pakistan fromissuing any further advice
or reviewing or reopening the adviceregarding the
appointment of theAJK chief justice.

http://paktribune.com/news/index.shtml 7225612

Vijay Kumar, “ Pakistan wantsto grab
nearly 32,000 sg. miles of J&K territory:
Bhim”,

March 16, 2010

POONCH: Jammu & Kashmir National Panther
Party (JKNPP) Chairman, Prof. Bhim Singh said that
Pakistan wantsto grab nearly 32,000 sg. miles of
our territory. He asked Pakistan to hold referendum
in POK and Gilgit so that the peoplein suppression
and oppressionfor the past 62 yearsunder Pakistani
dictatorship may decidetheir futurewhether they want
tosay with Pakistanat all.

http://www.groundreport.com/Worl d/Paki stan-wants-to-
grab-nearly-32-000-sg-miles-of-J_2/2919873

“Govt firm on bringing prosperity to
Gilgit-Baltistan, says PM”,
Pakistan Times

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Syed Yusuf Raza
Gilani said thedevelopment of Gilgit-Batisanisone
of thepriority areasof thegovernment and dl possible
assistance would be extended to the provincial
government inthisregard. Thedevel opment of Gilgit-
Baltistan would bring multiple prospectsof tourism
and ensure prosperity inthearea, the Prime Minister
saidwhiletalkingto Dr. ShammaKhdid at thePM’s
Houseinldamabad.

http://www.paki stantimes.net/pt/detail.php?newsl d=9454

“Hafiz Hussain accuses present rulers of
conspiring to divide Kashmir”

BIRMINGHAM: Central leader of Jamiat Ulema-e-
Idam Pakistan (JUI) and former member of National
Assembly of Pakistan Hafiz Hussain Ahmed accused
present rulers in Pakistan of conspiring to divide
Kashmir permanently between Indiaand Pakistan.
According to handout issued, speaking at areception
hosted in hishonour by Tehreek-e-Kashmir UK , he



said giving Gilgit-Baltistan aprovincelike status by
PPP government ispart of conspiracy to makeLine
of Control apermanent border between Indiaand
Pakistan. Terming theAutonomy Packagefor Gilgit
Baltistan asuncongtitutiona andillegitimate, Hussain
Ahmed urged the Kashmirisfrom both sdesof LoC
to opposethemovewith full force.

http://www.onlinenews.com.pk/details.php?d=160021

“Gilgit Baltistan: Construction Plan of
Diamer Dam Condemned”,
UNPO, March 15, 2010

TheplantobuildtheDiamer DaminGiligt Batisanis
destroying land, resources and the identity of the
region.

GBUM condemnsgtateterrorism againgt the peaceful
protestorsof Chilas City, Diamer. GBUM called a
public gathering in Skardu city to tributethemartyrs
of Diamer Dam .On February 18, 2010, security
forces shot at and killed three and injured seven
innocent people of Gilgit-Baltistan who were
demanding royalty and resource-loss compensation
asaresult of Pakistan’sdecision to construct adam
inther district.

Manzoor Hussain Parwanapaid tributeto the people
of Diamer district and said that GBUM salutesthose
who received martyrdomwhilefighting for their just
rightsand guaranteesthat their sacrificeswill not go
waste. Pakistan cannot force the people of Gilgit-
Baltistan to agree on the construction of the dam.
Diamer damisadisputed issuebuilt on disputed land.
Construction of thedam isaconspiracy and seen by
localsas state-led ethnic extermination. Intheguise
of infrastructure devel opment, Pakistan isdestroying
locd cultura heritage, nationa identity, civilization,
control over preciousantiques, and eimination of loca
dwdlings.

http://www.unpo.org/content/view/10851/254/

“UNPO Address Gilgit Baltistan
Concernsat UN”,
UNPO, March 15, 2010

Asaside event to the 13th session of the Human
Rights Council, UNPO coordinated a conference
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addressing theissues surrounding Gilgit Baltistan.
UNPO in collaborationwith Interfaith I nternational
organized anevent on March 16 at theUnited Nations
inGeneva. Theconferenceentitled * Dialogueon the
Stuation of Human Rightsof Minoritiesin SouthAsa
focussed onthetheméticissuessurrounding minorities
inthe Kashmir region of Pakistan and waslikely to
incorporatetheongoing unresolved problemsplaguing
UNPO member Gilgit Baltistan.

http://www.unpo.org/content/view/10857/85/

“Government to rehabilitate youth gone
to PoK for terror training: Omar”,
PTI, March 15, 2010

SRINAGAR: Jammu and Kashmir chief minister
Omar Abdullah March 15 said the government was
resolved to rehabilitate those youthswho have gone
to Pakistan occupied Kashmir (PoK) for armstraining
and were living in miserable conditions
there.” Government has taken firm stand on the
rehabilitation of those youth who havecrossed Line
of Control and arelivinginamiserable conditionin
Muzaffarabad and Mirpur in PoK”, Omar said after
inaugurating Rs31 crore Rangil Water Supply Scheme
at Palporain Srinagar. “ Our government succeeded
in convincing central government for their
rehabilitation”, hefurther added.

http://www.dnaindia.com/india/report_government-to-
rehabilitate-youth-gone-to-pok-for-terror-training-
omar_1359436

“Gilgit Baltistan Uplift pakage”,
Hunza Times

SKARDU: A comprehens ve economic packagewas
being prepared for socio-economic uplift of Gilgit-
Baltistan (GB), asstated by theAsian Development
Bank (ADB) .Taking to themedia, the sourcessaid,
the proposed package would prove helpful in
accel erating development work intheregion. A high
level meeting of Asian Development Bank, World
Bank (WB) and Gilgit-Baltistan administration was
held in 1damabad to discussthe package, the sources
noted. According to details, ADB and WB would
invest jointly in megaprojectsof Health, Education,
Agriculture, Power, Social uplift, Tourism, Minerd,
and environment sectorsin Gilgit Baltistan.



The sources said public representativesand political
leaderswould aso beinvitedin near futureto discuss
the package further in detail to formulate a
comprehens ve package. —APP

http://www.hunzatimes.com/archives/4718

Aftab Chaudhry, “ Thehistory behind AJK
CJ sappointment”,

Kashmir Watch, March 14, 2010

ISLAMABAD: The hearing of the caseregarding
appointment of Chief Justice of the Supreme Court
Azad Kashmir will start in the Supreme Court of
Pakistan on March 15.The case was submitted by
Justice Manzoor Gilani inthe Supreme Court against
the appointment of Chief Justice of Azad Kashmir.

Inthisregard, it isdecided to present old record of
judges appointment inthe Supreme Courtinwhich
theeffortsof former PrimeMinister of Azad Kashmir
Sardar Atique Khan and Justice Riaz Akhtar
Chaudhry were a so mentioned who assured former
President Musharraf for unconditional support and
appointed ajunior judgeas Chief Justice.

http://www.kashmirwatch.com/
showexclusives.php?subaction=showful| & id=1268585604&
archive=& start_from==& ucat=15& varlnews=valuelnews

“Book about Kashmiri refugees lifein
campsof AJK”,

Associated Press of Pakistan, March 13, 2010

ISLAMABAD: A recently-launched photo-book
about Kashmiri refugees lifeincampsof Azad Jammu
and Kashmir (AJK) has been welcomed asan effort
to makethe peopleinthemigrant campsbeseenand
be heard.The book is outcome of ajoint effort of
Mass Welfare Foundation (MWF) and IKV Pax
Christi.Senior Program Officer (IPC) Marjan Lucas
hoped the book would encourage othersto follow
suite. Thebook underlined the need to make serious
efforts aiming at encouraging visibility, self-
organisation, saf-empowerment, intra-mobilisation of
themigrant community. Marjan Lucassaid “ people
dodiscussKashmir issueall over theworld” with her
native Netherlandsno exception.

http://www.app.com.pk/en_/
index.phpoption=com_content& task=view&id=98411& Itemid=2
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Bringing TheLoC Home

As a proposal to rehabilitate militants from PoK
gathers steam, Parvaiz Bukhari tracks the
experience of those who have already made the
journey home without permission.

A Quiet Movement isunderway intheKashmir Veley
— onethat hasno political father, althoughitisborne
by aprima desire— that of areturnto thehomeland.
Young Kashmiri men from Pakistan-occupied-
Kashmir (PoK), intheir onesand twos, have been
returning hometo the Indian side after spending the
primeof their livesin“training camps’ there. They
catch flightsfrom Pakistan to Nepal and enter India
viathe border town of Sonauli to reach the Kashmir
Valey. Having given up militancy, most of thesemen
turnthemsdlvesin at policegations, desrousof leading
“normal” livesalongside their families. Some get
arrested by the police before they can surrender.

http://ww.tehelka.com/
story_main44.asp?filename=Ne200310bringing_the.asp

“BNF chief hails Baloch nationalists
struggle - Injustices brought us together”,
Weekly Baang Karachi, March 9-5, 2010

BANGKOK: Chairman Balawaristan Nationa Front
(BNF) Abdul Hamid Khan said though Gilgit-
Baltistan and Balochitan do not share acommon
border and other interest, they were both victim of
exploitation andtimehascometo get unitedto achieve
therightsdenied to their peoplefor thelast over six
decades, asnoted in apressrelease. Speaking at a
conferenceon Ba ochistan a Bangkok, Mr Khansaid
Bd ochistan hasbecomeaburningissuein SouthAsia
because of the heroic struggleof thenationaist parties
and their youth who have been sacrificing their lives
for their nation’sfuture.

http://intellibriefs.blogspot.com/2010/03/bnf-chief-hails-
bal och-nationalists.html

“Pakistan should reframeKashmir

policy: AJK PM”,

Kashmir Watch

KARACHI: Azad Jammuand Kashmir PrimeMinigter

Raja Mohammed Farooq Hyder Khan stated that
Kashmir cause was damaged during the reign of
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former President Pervez Musharraf. Pakistan should
reframeitsnational policy envisagingideologica and
natural outlook about Kashmir, henoted whiletalking
tojourndists. PML-N leader Saleem Ziaand leaders
of Muslim Conference were also present on the
occasion.

http://www.kashmirwatch.com/

showg nk.php?subacti on=showfull & id=1267998095& archive=
&start_from=& ucat=18& varlnews=valuelnews

“President seeks report of relief,
rehabilitation measuresfor Attabad
affectees’,

Associated Press of Pakistan, March 8, 2010

ISLAMABAD: PresdentAsf Ali Zardari onMarch
8 sought areport from Governor Gilgit Baltistan over
therelief and rehabilitation measuresundertaken for
thelanddideaffecteesof AttaAbadintheHunzavaley
and stepsfor thedraining of an artificial lake.The
massivelanddlide had hit Hunza District on January
4, that led to the dliding of two villagesincluding
Attabad into the HunzaRiver. Thelandslide wiped-
out everythinginitspath and thedebrisfell downinto
theHunzaRiver, blockingitswater flow.

http://www.app.com.pk/en_/
index.phpoption=com_content& task=view& id=97963& Itemid=1

“Provincial status for G-B sought”,
March 9, 2010

ISLAMABAD: Thepeopleof Gilgit-Bdtisanaretrue
Pekistanisand they areinfavour of getting the status
of aprovince of Pakistan, stated the speaker of the
area'slegidativeassembly, Wazir Baig, in |damabad
on March 6. Addressing the mediain the National
PressClub dongwith Deputy Spesker Jamil Ahmed,
Mr Baig said theresidents of Gilgit-Baltistan had
rendered sacrificesfor morethan six decades.

http://skardu.wordpress.com/2010/03/09/provincial -
status-for-g-b-sought/

“Three AJK ministersbail in murder case
approved”,
March 1, 2010

RAWALPINDI: Rawalpindi District and Session
judge, Mazhar Minhas endorsed theinterim bail of
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threeAzad Kashmir ministersand assembly members
for alleged involvement in murder of Captain (Rtd)
Tarig. The court ordered the accused to submit Rs
one Lac bail guarantees with the court. The court
goprovedinterimbail of MurtazaGillani, Ahmad Raza
Qadri, RajaNaseer, Sardar |brar and Raja Yaseen.
Now they can’'t be arrested until the challan of this
case be presented in the court.

http://www.fizanews.com/2010/03/01/three-ajk-ministers-
bail-in-murder-case-approved/

Aftab Chaudhry, “Watto submits
recommendationsto PM on CJAJK's
appointment”,

March 7, 2010

ISLAMABAD: Federd Minister for Kashmir Affairs,
Mian Mazoor Weatto submitted hisrecommendations
to PrimeMinister Syed Yousuf RazaGilani toresolve
theissue regarding appointment of Chief Justice of
Supreme Court Azad Kashmir (CJAJK). JusticeRiaz
Akhtar Chaudhray was appointed as Chief Justice
Supreme Court Azad Kashmir (CISCAJK) but
Justice Manzoor Gilani had filed a petition in the
Supreme Court Pakistan challenging the gppointment
of CJISCAJK. Thehearing of thecaseisunderway in
Supreme Court of Pakistan.

http://www.kashmirwatch.com/
showexclusives.php?subaction=showful|&id=1267997419
&archive=& start_from=& ucat=15& varlnews=vauelnews

“Promulgation of G-B order, a severe
violation of UN resolutions: Shafqat”,
NNI, March 7, 2010

ISLAMABAD: Pronouncement of Gilgit-Batistanas
an autonomous Province of Pakistanisaviolation of
UN resolutionswhich istantamount to usurping the
rights of the people. Addressing anews conference
in Islamabad on March 6, Shafgat Ali Khan, a
resident of Tehsil Panyal, District Ghizar, whoisa
petitioner challenging the empowerment and self-
governancestatusof Gilgit-Batistaninthe Supreme
Court, noted that declaration is aso against the
UNICP resol ution which was passed in the United
Nations. Chalenging theorder, Shafgat Ali Khan, who
isalso known asknown as Shafgat Inquilabi, urged
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theapex court to declarethe promulgation ultra-vires
of the Condtitution.

http://drshabirchoudhry.blogspot.com/2010/03/
promul gation-of-g-b-order-severe.html

“Bunji dam a bid to pit locals against each
other”,

March 1, 2010

The bids to pit the people of Rondu, Bunji and
Haramush against each other in the name of Bunji
damwill befoiled. Thiswasstated by chairman of the
Gilgit-Bdtistan United Movement, Manzoor Hussain
Parwanain apressstatement i ssued hereafter meeting
adelegation of the Bonju dam action committee. He
asked Wapdato stop the policy of double standard
and provide employment to the youth of theregion
keeping in view the boundary disputes and
geographica factsin view. Otherwise, hewarned, that
the construction of the dam would be stopped by
force. He said according to government documents,
the area stretching to Brum stream belonged to
Bdltistan. The point wherethe Bonju dam wasbeing
constructed waslocated ontheright side of theIndus
River and belonged to Ronduwhileon theright side
itwasthe property of Bunji.Hesaid the Gilgit-Skardu
road was located on the side of Rondu and the
congtruction of thedam would badly affect theRondu
area

http://skardu.blogspot.com/2010/03/bunji-dam-bid-to-pit-
locals-against.html

“Kashmir Council has limited resour ces:
M anzoor Wattoo”

Asia Pulse Data Source via COMTEX,
March 7, 2010

Federal Minister for Kashmir Affairs & Gilgit-
Baltistan, Mian Manzoor Ahmad Wattoo chaired a
mesting of top officia sof Ministry of Kashmir Affairs
& Gilgit-Baltistan and Kashmir Council here on
Thursday and examined the progressof devel opment
projects of AJK. According to a hand out issued,
meeting was attended by Secretary KA& GB, M
Ihtisham Khan, Joint Secretary Council, Qaiser
Majeed Malik, Chief Planning Officer and other
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officials of the Ministry. The officials briefed the
Minister about variousADP (Annual Development
Projects).

http://www.tradingmarkets.com/news/stock-al ert/

aeopf_kashmir-council-has-limited-resources-manzoor-
wattoo-828521.html

“Gilgit attack mastermind held from
Abbottabad”,

March 3, 2010

ABBOTTABAD: Themastermind of hand grenade
bomb attack in Gilgit has been arrested from
Abbottabad, Gilgit police stated. The NWFP police
have arrested awanted crimina and mastermind of
theattack onformer deputy speaker Gilgit-Batistan
Assembly, Syed Asad Zaidi. Thedetained terrorist,
Faizan, was sought in various murder and terrorism
related cases.

http://www.samaa.tv/News17601-
Gilgit_attack_mastermind_held_from_Abbottabad.aspx

“Gilgit-Baltistan Order 2009 challenged
in SupremeCourt”,
Daily Times, March 5, 2010

ISLAMABAD: A petition seeking the declaration of
the Gilgit-Baltistan (empowerment and self-
governance) Order 2009 as ‘ultra vires of the
constitution was filed in the Supreme Court on
Thursday. The petition wasfiled by Shafgat Ali Khan
—resident of Panyal tehsil in Ghizar district—under
Article 184(3) of the congtitution through Muhammad
Ikram Chaudhry advocate, making the federal
government the respondent inthe case.

The petition contended that the 2009 order wasin
total negation of therightsof atizensbelongingto Gilgit
and Bdtisanandindisregard of thecondtitution. “The
Gilgit-Baltistan Order 2009 givesaformulathat is
incons stent with the condtitution, thusitisliableto be
cancelled and declared ultra-vires of thecondtitution”,
thepetitionsaid.

http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/

default.asp?page=2010%5C03%5C05%5Cstory_5-3-
2010 _pg7_7
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“KNP welcome challenge to Gilgit
Baltistan Ordinance 2009”,
March 4, 2010

LONDON: KNPIleadersAbbasButt and Dr Shabir
Choudhry have welcomed the petitionfiled inthe
Supreme Court of Pakistan by Shafgat Ali Khanwho
isaresdent of Didtrict Ghizar of Gilgit Batistan. KNP
leaders said Shafgat Ali Khan known as Shafgat
Inquilabi hastaken adaring step and made history by
challenging thisordinancewhich aimsto changethe
legal and condtitutional position of theterritory. KNP
leaderssaid Gilgit Baltistan are part of former State
of Jammu and Kashmir and arejust asdisputed as
other partsof the State are; and no country hasany
right to unilaterally changelegal statusof any part of
the State.

http://drshabirchoudhry.blogspot.com/2010/03/knp-
welcome-challenge-to-gil git.htmi\

“AJK industrial uplift plan evolved”,
Pakistan Observer

MIRPUR: Anintegrated and broad-based plan had
been evolved by theAJK government for uplifting
theindudtries, official sourcesstated. Initsfirst phase,
ahighlevel committee headed by the Chairman AJK
Board of Investment hasa ready beenformulated for
therevivd of sckindustrid unitslocatedinindustrial
areasof Mirpur and Bhimbher, the sources noted.

The state government had decided to chalk out the
plan after the business fraternity apprised the
authoritiesof growing problemsfaced by it. Theloca
business community had already highlighted the
bottlenecksintheway of the speedy industria uplift
of thearea.

http://pakobserver.net/detail news.asp?id=18704\

Sayed Abid Hussain, “ AJK govt saysnoto
ownership rights for industrial plots’,
The News, March 5, 2010

MIRPUR: Thegovernment of theAzad Jammu and
Kashmir hasrefused to grant proprietary rightsof the

industrial plotsallotted on leaseintheold and new
industrial estatesin Mirpur city, official sourcessaid.
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Yearsago certain personshad acquiredindudtrid plots
in old and new industria estates in Mirpur and
Bhimbher inthe nameof variousindustrial concerns
for astipulated termon lease.

Even after passage of over adecadethe said allotees
of industrid plotshavenot set up any industry, instead
they have been trying get the status of these plots
converted to commercia so asto take advantage of
escaating real estateprices.

http://Aww.thenews.com.pk/print1.asp?d=227269

Sher Afzal Ehsam, “ Representation of
National Media in Gilgit Baltistan”,

Hunza Times

Severa TV channe shave submitted gpplicationsand
other formalitiesto thegovernment of Gilgit Baltistan
for establishing live stream in major citiesof Gilgit
Bdtistan .But the Government of Gilgit Baltistan kept
itin pending list. Government isstill saying that the
“mediaof Pakistanisindependent” whileinthiscase,
it seemsthat mediaisnot yet independent. Thereare
many reasonsbehind not giving theright to establish
livestreamin Gilgit Bdtistan. The performanceof the
current government isknownto all the peopleliving
inGilgit Baltistan. ItisPPPthat claimsthat they are
the masters of Democracy. But indeed the party is
becoming weak day by day anditisquiteclear toal
the peoplelivingindifferent provincesof Pakistan.

Duetolack of livestream and bureaus, mediaisunable
to highlight Gilgit Baltistan. Attabad incident, the
most disastrous and shocking incident inthe history
of Gilgit Baltistan was shown asaminor incident.
National Mediaisplayingroleinhighlighting Gilgit
Bdtistan but that isnot enough. The Government must
cooperatewith National Mediato giverepresentation
to Gilgit Baltistan sothat mediacan play itsvita role
inthe development of Gilgit Batistan

http://www.hunzatimes.com/archives/4695
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“Cut inAJK budget unjust”,
The Nation, March 29, 2010

MUZAFRABAD: The federal government has
imposed 40 percent cut on the devel opment budget
of Azad Kashmir. Thisindication wasgiven by Sardar
Farooq Tahir, Azad Kashmir Minister for Information
and Hydel Board while talking to newsmen in
Muzaffarabad.

TheMinister remindedthat Presdent Asf Ali Zardari
during hisaddressto thejoint session of Azad J& K
Council and Assembly on January 5 thisyear had
assured that Azad Kashmir devel opment fundswould
be exempted from cut. He had a so announced specia
fundsof Rsone crorefor each constituency of Azad
Kashmir Legidlative assembly. Similar generous
announcement was aso made by Syed Yousaf Raza
Gilani, PrimeMinister of Pakistan, whileaddressing
the elite gathering in Muzaffarabad on the 4th
anniversary of earthquakethat Azad Kashmir would
get itsdevelopment funds.

http://www.nation.com.pk/paki stan-news-newspaper-
dailyenglish-online/L ahore/29-Mar-2010/Cut-in-AJK -
budget-unjust

Khaleeg Kiani, “ Accord on compensation
for dam project”,
Dawn, March 12, 2010

ISLAMABAD: With Pakistan reaching thethreshold
of water-scarce countries, the government has
finalised Rs40 billion out-of -court agreement with
30,000 families to be affected by the proposed
Bhasha-Diamer dam. “ Pakistan’s per capitawater
avalability, whichwasmorethan 5,000 cusacsin 1950,
has come down to 1,000 cusecs per day becausethe
nation hasnot been ableto buildadaminamost four
decades,” the Minister for Water and Power, Raja
Pervaiz Adhraf, stated at ajoint newsconferencewith
Kashmir Affairs Minister Manzoor Ahmed Wattoo
and Gilgit-Bdtistan Chief Minister Syed Mehdi Shah.
Hesaid 29,000to 30,000 familieswould be affected
by ‘ Pakistan'slargest devel opment project’ that would
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havethe capacity to sore6.4 million acre-feet (MAF)
of water and produce 4,500 megawattsof electricity.

http://www.dawn.com/wps/wcm/connect/dawn-content-
library/dawn/the-newspaper/front-page/13+accord-on-
compensati on-for-dam-project-230-za-08

Tarig Nagash, “ Body for med on financial
issuesin AJK department”,
Dawn, March 9, 2010

MUZAFFARABAD: Azad Jammu and Kashmir
Prime Minister Raja Farooq Haider constituted a
committee on March 9 to sort out the contentious
issue of the mode of payments in the Local
Government and Rural Development (LG&RD)
department, withinamonth. Thedirectioncameina
meeting of Loca Government Coordination Council,
whichwasattended by L G& RD Minister RgjaNaseer
Ahmed Khan, Additional Chief Secretary
(Devel opment) Tarig Mahmood, Secretary Finance
AbidHussain, LG& RD Secretary |gbal Mohiyuddin
and others.

http://www.dawn.com/wps/wcm/connect/dawn-content-
library/dawn/the-newspaper/national/body-formed-on-
financial-issues-in-agjk-department-930

“Cross-LoC trade touches Rs100m”,
Pakistan Observer

MIRPUR: Cross Line of Control (LoC) trade on
Poonch-Rawlakot route has touched the figure of
Rs.100 million started from both the sides since
October 2008, official sourcesstated. “ Thisisthe
firgttimeinthehistory of cross-LoC tradethet figures
have moved up and aretouching thefigureten crore
inan exchange of business,” the sourcesnoted. The
trade from Chakan-Da-Bagh cross-LoC point was
registered at Rs 5.97 crore on aday, while on the
next day business stood at Rs. 4.32 crore, moving
the figure to Rs. 10.29 crore in total. Total trade
registered stood at Rs. 4.32 crore. The highest trade
on Poonch-Rawlakote route so far was recorded
about Rs. 7 crore.

http://pakobserver.net/detailnews.asp?d=19782
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Sayed Abid Hussain, “ AJK govt saysnoto
ownership rights for industrial plots’,
The News, March 5, 2010

MIRPUR: Thegovernment of theAzad Jammu and
Kashmir refused to grant proprietary rights of the
industrial plotsallotted on leaseintheold and new
industrial estatesin Mirpur city, officia sourcesstated.

Yearsago certain personsacquired industria plotsin
old and new indusdirid estatesin Mirpur and Bhimbher
in the name of various industrial concerns for a
stipulated term on lease. Even after passageof over a
decadethe said allotees of industrial plotshave not
set up any industry, instead they havebeentryingto
get the status of these plots converted to commercial

o astotakeadvantage of escalating real estateprices.

http://thenews.jang.com.pk/print1.asp?d=227269

“Trans-LoC tradeof Rs47.4m
conducted”,
Pakistan Observer

MIRPUR: Trade worth Rs 47.4 million was
conducted on trans-LoC Rawal akot-Poonch route
with pulses once again dominating the supply from
Azad Jammu and Kashmir, official sources noted.
Sourcesfurther noted 25 trucks carrying pulsesin
bulk besidesalmonds of worth Rs34.9 million left
for Poonch from Rawal akot. From Poonch, an equal
number of 23 trucks reached Rawlakot and other
partsof AJK carrying bananas, brown cardamom,
red chilly, coconut, kernel, dry coriander and
pineapple. The goodswereworth Rs12.5 million.
TheTrade Fecilitation Officiads(TFO) from Poonch
and Hajeera, Rawlakot were present at Chakan-Da
Bagh-Tatrinote entry-point during cross-LoC
movement of thetrucks, the sourcesfurther added.

http://pakobserver.net/detail news.asp? d=19584

April 2010
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“USrefusesto fund Bhasha Dam project”,
Gilgit Baltistan Tribune, March 14, 2010

ISLAMABAD: USwill not provide fundsfor the
construction of BhashaDam dueto pertainingissues
of environment and other complications, asnoted by
USCoordinator for Civilian Ass stance Ambassador
Robin Raphel on March13.

Inaninterview withaprivate TV Channdl, shesaid
her country will extend ass stance under Kerry-Lugar
Bill in sectorsincluding energy, water, education and
hedthin collaborationwiththegovernment of Pakistan
and theNGOs. Shesaid the USistaking stock of 19
projectsrelating energy, which weresolicited by the
government of Pakistan. Robin said BhashaDam
project isnot part theaid money asitisagiant and
complicated project. There are also serious
environmental issuesrel ated to BhashaDam project,
shefurther added.

http://gbtribune.blogspot.com/2010/03/bhasha-dam-not-
included-in-us-aid-bill.html

“UNPO AddressHuman Rightsin
Pakistan at the UN”,

UNPO, March 12, 2010

Coincidingwiththe 13th Session of the Human Rights
Council in Geneva, UNPO has coordinated aseries
of eventsand ademonstrationto highlight theissues
and concernsof it Pakistani members. Coincidingwith
the 13th Session of the Human Rights Council in
Geneva, which began thisweek; UNPO members
fromBad ochigan, Sndhand Gilgit Batistan havetaken
the opportunity to further promotetheir plight. In
dliancewith Interfaith Internationa, UNPO hashel ped
plan and co-ordinate two separate eventsfocusing
onthehuman rightsissuesin Pakistan, and thewider
SouthAsianregion.

http://www.unpo.org/content/view/10850/89/
“Kashmiri delegation meets HR bodiesin

Geneva’,
Kashmir News, March 10, 2010

GENEVA: A Kashmiri delegation headed by Altaf
Hussain Wani, leader of All Parties Hurriyat
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Conference, Azad Jammu and Kashmir chapter, met
representativesof different human rightsorganisation,
indudingAmnesty Internationd, Human RightsWetch,
United Nations Watch and Special Assistant to
Specia Rapporteur on Torture, in Genevaon the
ddelinesof 13th sessonof theUnited NationsHuman
RightsCouncil.
http://www.kmsnews.org/news/kashmiri-del egation-
meets-hr-bodies-geneva

Abdul Latif,“ UK Charity launchesYouth
Centrein Azad Kashmir”,

Kashmir Watch, March 6, 2010

MIRPUR: The President of Azad Jammu and
Kashmir, RgaZulgarnain Khan, on March 6 launched
the Sport for Life! Pakistan Centre at Mirpur
International Cricket Stadium sponsored by UK
based charity Sport for Life! Inc. Locatedin Mirpur
Cricket Stadium’smediaconference centre, the Sport
for Lifel Pakistan Learning Centrewill providesport,
education and healthy lifestyle training to
disadvantaged children aged 10-16 who arefailing
toreachtheir potential at school andin society. The
project is supported by agroup of senior sporting
Ambassadors, including someof Pakistan’sgreatest
cricketing role models, Wasim Akram and Imran
Khan.

http://www.kashmirwatch.com/
showexdusvesphp?ubadtion=showfull & 1d=1267907815& archive=
& start_from=& ucat=15& varlnews=valuelnews

Hameed Shaheen, “ Saudi Relief completes
7300 morehousesin AJK, NWFP”,

Pakistan Observer

ISLAMABAD: Saudi PublicAss stancefor Pekistan
EarthquakeVictims (SPAPEV) has compl eted 7300
more pre-fabricated houses to provide residential
facilitiesto the quake affecteesin AJK/NWFP. The
housing units were constructed in Balakot and
Muzaffarabad. Dr.Khalid M. Al-Othmani, the
Regional Director of Saudi Public Assistance for
Pakistan Earthquake Victims, (SPAPEV) unfolded the
detailsduring hisinteraction with the newspersons.
He said the task to construct 4000 houses in Red
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Zoneareaof Balakot was successfully accomplished
and the di splaced familieshave been accommodated
inthese pre-fabricated units. Over 3000 unitshave
also been handed over to deserving families inf
Muzaffarabad.About 1000 unitsat Bagh are under
construction. Thetotal cost of 8000 housingunitis$
40 million, he added.

http://pakobserver.net/detail news.asp? d=16662

April 2010
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Other Developments

“Bhasha Dam may drown rock drawings
onKKH",

Pakistan Travel & Culture, March 28, 2010

The Diamer—Bhashadam will submerge morethan
half of the prolific rock art that aboundsin Gilgit-
Baltistan. According to Harald Hauptmann, a
renowned German archaeologist, who has been
working onthepetroglyphsin Gilgit-Batistan since
1989, there are more than 50,000 rock engravings
and 6,000 inscriptions in ancient languages like
Kharosthi, Brahmi, Sogdian, Chinese, and Proto-
Sharadaetc., 30,000 of whichwill submergeinthe
damwhenitisconstructed.

http://blog.travel -culture.com/2010/03/28/bhasha-dam-
may-drown-rock-drawings-on-kkh/

“Hyde power generation projectsto be
launched”,

Pakistan Observer

MIRPUR: Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJK)
government had kicked off anintegrated planto utilize
hugeavailable Hydd power resourcesin variousparts
of the State with the financial support of the
government of Pakigtan, officia sourcesstated. It was
noted that since only 400 Mega Watt (MW) of
electricity wasthe need of entire State, the government
had decided to start work on different Hydel Power
generation projectsusing theavailableresourceswith
immediateeffect.

http://pakobserver.net/detail news.asp?id=22884

“Water level risesat Mangla; Tarbela at
dead leved”,
The News, March 28, 2010

ISLAMABAD: Water level rose 19.25 above the
dead level at ManglaDam; however, Tarbelaistill
running at dead level, according to areport published
on March 28. According to Met Department, the
usablewater reservesat Manglasoared to 110,000
acrefeet withinflow at 35,455 cusecsand outflow at
28,000 cusecs. Tarbelaisreceiving 31,000 cusecs
with the same amount of outflow. Accordingto Met
Department, most areas of the country are expected
to bedry; while, hot weather islikely inthe central
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(Other Developments continued after Abbreviations)

ABBREVIATIONS

AJKHEB Azad Jammu and Kashmir
Hydro Electric Board

AJK Azad Jammu & Kashmir

APHC All Parties Hurriyat
Conference

BNF Balawaristan National Front

CBM Confidence Building Measures

CDP Community Development
Programme

FATA Federally Administered Tribal
Areas

FBR Federal Board of Revenue

GBDA Gilgit-Baltistan Democratic
Alliance

GBUM Gilgit Baltistan United
Movement

I1SI Inter Services Intelligence

JIAJK Jamaat-e-Islami Azad Jammu
& Kashmir

KAC Kashmiri American Council

KKH Karakoram Highway

KNM Karakoram National
Movement

LoC Line of Control

NLI Northern Light Infantry

NALA Northern Areas Legislative
Assembly

NAEDC Northern Areas Executive
Development Committee

NWFP North West Frontier Province

PoK Pakistan Occupied Kashmir

POGB Pakistan occupied Gilgit
Baltistan

PPP Pakistan Peoples’ Party

uJc United Jihad Council

WAPDA Water and Power

Development Authority
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and southern areas. The spell of rainsisexpected to
begin againinthenext 24 hoursin Gilgit-Baltistan.

http://www.thenews.com.pk/updates.asp?id=101673

“School dropout rate alarming in GB”

GILGIT: Therate of dropoutsin government-run
schoolsisdarmingin Gilgit-Batistan. Recent satistics
rel eased by the Education M anagement I nformation
Centreclaimed that the dropout rate at primary level
among boys was 11 per cent and girls 8 per cent
whichwasfurther increasing. Thedropout wasmainly
due to poverty, migration of families and
mismanagement of schools. The statistics said that
therewere 1,688 functional academic institutions
including the National Education Programme and
community-based schools.

http://www.interface.edu.pk/students/M arch-10/K hyber-
Medical-University-students-strike.asp

“AJK plan for promotion of fisheries
launched”,

Pakistan Observer

MIRPUR: Anintegrated plan hasbeen launched for
the promotion of fish breeding and angling with the
coordination and participation of the private sector
under thespirit of therecently-launched tourism uplift
program in Azad Jammu Kashmir, official sources
noted. It was further stated that under a recent
agreement signed between the private sector fishing
concern and the government, the company/contractor
will launch at least 20 lakh fish breedinthe Mangla
L ake under aphased program during the next three
year stipulated period.

http://pakobserver.net/detail news.asp? d=22490

“WAPDA exemptsMir pur from load
shedding”,
Daily Times, March 25, 2010

LAHORE: Following negotiations between top
officials of the Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJK)
Electricity Department and WAPDA, Mirpur district
has been exempted from load shedding. The chief
engineer of theAJK Electricity Department and senior
WAPDA officials held the talks in Mirpur after
hundreds of Kashmiristook to the streets protesting

April 2010

the unannounced |oad shedding. At least 40 people,
including threejournalists, wereinjured when police
tried to stop demonstratorsfrom marching towards
ManglaDam.

http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/

default.asp?page=2010%5C03%5C25%5Cstory _25-3-
2010 pol 4

Shamsuddin Muhammad, “ Novrozisbeing
celebrated in Gilgit-Blatistan”,
March 21, 2010

HUNZA: Novroz Festival wasbeing celebrated with
simplicity thisyear inmost of thevalleysof Gilgit-
Baltistan. In Hunza-Nagar, thefestival isobserved
with great zedl. Nevertheless, the natural disaster of
land sliding and its negativeimplicationsfaced by
Upper Hunzaovershadowed the cel ebration. Theday
sarted with specia prayersin mosgues, Jamat Khanas
for world peace, prosperity and good timeinfuture;
and marked thevery first day of the natural calendar
of year that lastsasalegacy of ancient Persian and
central Asantradition.

http://al shams.wordpress.com/2010/03/21/novroz-is-
being-cel ebrated-in-gil git-blatistan/

“HunzalLanddideThreatensPakistan”,
March 18, 2010

Thepeopleof Hunzain Gilgit-Batistan havehad many,
indeed too many adeeplessnight since January after
sufferingamassivelanddideinAttabad. Theimpact
of thelanddlide hasbeen considerableand hasled to
theforming of anaturd damintheHunzaRiver forming
alakethat isconsuming villagesasit movesupstream.

Catastrophic effectsarefeared if the dam breakswith
atsunami-likeflashflood of upto 20 metreshighbeing
feared whichwill havethe potential to devastate not
just the heaven that isHunza, but Pakistan morewiddly
asfar andwideasthe TarbdaDam. Insuchacaamity,
expertson theissue opinethat thewater would sweep
down froman dtitude of nearly 2,500 metres, being
replenished by first the Gilgit River andthenthelndus,
before hurtling down the narrow northern stretches
of theIndusValley towardsthe TarbelaDam, 40km
north-west of 1 amabad.

http://bl og.otherpakistan.org/2010/03/18/hunza-landslide-
threatens-pakistan/
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“Conferencein Gilgit demands calamity
hit statusfor disaster affected ar eas of
Hunza’,

Pamir Times, March 10, 2010

GILGIT: Speakersat aconferenceheldin Gilgiton
March 10 saidthat if thegovernment did not increase
pace of thedebrisremoval work at barrier of thelake
formed on HunzaRiver the ensuing threat posed by
thelakewouldinflict heavy lossesto lifeand property
from Hunzato Tarbela. The political leaders also
threatened to launch amovement acrossGB if pace
of thedebrisremoval work wasnot enhanced and if
the government did not take concrete steps to
safeguard lifeand property of peopleupstream and
downstream of the lake. The speakers included
leadersof variouspoalitica partiesand religiousgroups.
The speskersunanimoudy termed thelake hazard to
beof great risk for theentireregion and not only Goja
valey.

http://pamirtimes.net/2010/03/10/conference-in-gil git-

demands-cal amity-hit-status-for-disaster-hit-areas-of -
hunza/

Fazal Amin Baig, “ Save Pakistan from the
catastrophe”,
Dawn, March 11, 2010

Theyear 2010 witnessed anatural disaster, which
did not indicateagood omento the peopleof Pakistan,
particularly to the dwellersof the Indus River and
Gilgit-Baltigtan, resultinginresult of adangeroushbeitle
between the nature and the humans. January 4, 2010
caused disaster at considerable scalewhen aheavy
landdidein Centrd Hunzaruined the Ghareyat village
(these dayscalled asAttabad), blocked the Hunza
River and cut off the Karakoram Highway for more
than 1%2km. Thiscatastrophe of thefirst phasetook
the lives of 19 people of Ghareyat, damaged 43
houses compl etely and displaced more than 1,500
peoplewho now stay inthe campsin Karimabadin
Central Hunza

http://www.dawn.com/wps/wcm/connect/dawn-content-
library/dawn/news/sci-tech/03-save-pakistan-from-the-
upcoming-doomsday-ss-05
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Khalid Amin, “ Steps afoot to control
landdide in GB: Afridi”,
Daily Mail, March 10, 2010

ISLAMABAD: Federd Minigter for Environment Mr.
Hameed Ullah Jan Afridi said that government is
committed to make all possible arrangements to
control the landslide situation in Attabad, Gilgit-
Bdtistan. Hesaid that necessary and rapid measures
should betakeninthisregard. He expressed these
viewswhilepresiding over ameeting to review the
landdlide situation at Attabad, Gilgit-Baltistan in
Islamabad on March 10. The meeting was attended
by stakeholdersincluding Chief Secretary Gilgit
Baltistan, Home Secretary Gilgit Baltistan, Joint
Secretary, Ministry of Kashmir Affairs, Additional
Secretary Interior, Joint Secretary KA&GB,
representatives of Wapda, ERRA and AghaKhan
Devel opment Network.

http://dailymailnews.com/0310/10/CityPage/
CityPages3.php

Aftab Noor, “ Photo book on AJK refugee
campslaunched”,
The News, March 10, 2010

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan has been continuously
making valuableeffortsto resolvethe Kashmir issue
for sustained peaceintheregion,AJK President Rga
Zulgarnain Khan stated on March 10in Islamabad.
Hewasaddressing thelaunching ceremony of aphoto
book titled, ‘ Life of Migrantsin Refugee Campsin
AJ’ composed by Ms. Marjan Lucas from the
Netherlands.

http://ww.thenews.com.pk/print1.asp?d=228220

“Another disaster threatensHunza
inhabitants’,
Daily Times, March 3, 2010

ISLAMABAD: Experts fear that the landslide-
affected peopleof AttaAbad, Hunzamay suffer losses
duetoapotentia outburst of an artificia lakeformed
asaresult of amassvelanddideinHunzaRiver. Thee
concernswere brought forward during aconference
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organised by Sungi Devel opment Foundation and
Gilgit-Baltistan Human RightsAdvocacy Network
(HRAN) at the National Press Club to understand
and disseminate the correct picture of the natural
disaster that hit and killed at least 13 personsinAtta
Abad.

http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/
default.asp?page=2010%5C03%5C03%5Cstory_3-3-
2010 _pg7 23

“Floods pose threat to road link with
China”,
Gulf Times

Parts of amajor bridge on the Hunzariver on the
Karakoram Highway in Pakistan’smountainousnorth
in Gilgit-Baltistan have been submerged by an
overflowing lakeformed by alanddide on January 4.
Sources stated that the bridge, said to bethelargest
on the highway, had developed cracks and was
closed, cutting off Gojal valley fromtherest of the
country. Expertsfear that in the event of the bridge
collapsing theland link between Pakistan and China
would be snapped because an under-construction
dternative bridgewould take two yearsto compl ete.
The closure of the bridge left about 3,000 people
stranded in Shishkat village.

http://www.gulf-times.com/site/topics/
article.asp?cu_no=2&item _no=346031& version=1
&template id=41& parent_id=23

“Save Gojal, Save Gilgit-Baltistan, Save
Pakistan... Protest in Lahore”,
March 1, 2010

Thecivil society of Gilgit Batistan, basedin Lahore,
on 28th February 2010 registered aprotest in front
of Lahore pressclub. Themotive behind the protest
wasto get the attention of the Federal government, in
particular, and the Punjab provisond government, in
generd, towardsthesnail speed rescuework in Gojal
Hunza regarding the January 4th 2010 disaster.
Participantsheld variousbannersand chanted d ogans
against the poor effort of the federal and local
government of GB for therescue operation.

http://sadoy-e-zoyir.blogspot.com/2010/03/save-gojal -
save-gilgit-baltistan-save.html
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Pakistan Occupied Jammu & Kashmir
(PoK): An Overview

Pakistan occupied Jammu & Kashmir (PoK) is
congtitutionally anintegral part of theIndian Union
and remai nsunder Pakistani occupation since 19477,
when Pakistan’sArmy engineered atribal invasion
and took control of more than 114,500 square
kilometers of J& K. Pakistan declared its occupied
partas‘Azad or freeand conferred to J& K Mudlim
Conference, apro-Pakistani local political party, to
condituteitsfirg titular government.

Subsequent to occupation, Pakistan embarked onthe
agenda of usurping J& K. First to be annexed was
Gilgit-Bdtistan, which went under the direct control
of Pakistanin 1949, astheleadersof AJK Muslim
Conferencewereforced to hand over theseregions
of J&K throughthe‘Karachi Agreement’. Likewise,
Shinaki Kohistan and Chitral, which condtituted parts
of Jammu & Kashmir beforeitspartitionin 1947,
were also annexed and merged into the NWFP of
Pakistanin 1955 and 1970 respectively. L ater, when
Pakistan and Chinaagreed to demarcate ' internationd
border’ in 1963, Pakistan provisionaly ceded 19,313
sg. kilometers of trans-Karakoram track of J&K
including the segment of Baltistan known as
‘Shaksgam’ and part of Gilgit called ‘ Raskam’ to
China?

Sdient features of PoK areasunder:

Total Area of PoK (under the current form):
85,793 0. kilometer

Administrative Divisions: Two, namely Mirpur-
Muzaffarabad (referred to asAzad Jammu & Kashmir
or AJK by Pakistan) and Federally Administered
Gilgit-Batistan (FAGB).

Area ceded to China by Pakistan: 19,313 sq.
kilometer

Areaof Chitral: 14,850 5. kilometer
Areaof Shinaki-K ohistan: 5,398 sq. kilometer

AZAD JAMMU & KASHMIR (AJK)

The Muzaffarabad district of Kashmir province,
Mirpur and parts of Poonch districts of Jammu
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province have been under Pakistan’s control since
thetribal invasion of 1947. Pakistan amalgamated
thesedidgtrictstogether and created the so-called AXK.
A X isthesouth-western palitical entity of theformer
princely state of Jammu & Kashmir. It bordersthe
present-day Kashmir provinceto the east, Jammu
provinceto south-east (both separated fromit by the
Lineof Control), the North-West Frontier Province
of Pakistan (NWFP) to the west, the Federally
Adminigered Gilgit-Batistan Region (FAGB) of J& K
tothe north, and the Punjab Province of Pakistan to
thesouth. AJK isenvisaged asan autonomousregion
by Pakistan. The government of AJK isconsidered
asaparallel government, which was established to
challengethelegitimacy of the J& K governmentin
Srinagar. Despitethefact that A isneither acountry
nor aprovinceof Pakistan, it hasitsown President,
Prime Minister, High and Supreme Courts, Penal
Code, national anthem and aflag. These structures
andthedesignationsareonly titular in natureand regl
authority lieswiththefedera government of Pakistan.
Significant matters such as defence, tax revenues,
supposed ‘foreign policy’, rehabilitation of refugees
and thefinancial control have been carefully placed
under thediscretion of the palitical establishment of
Pakistan.

Currently, the partsof Kashmir province under PoK
isdividedintothreedistrictsof Muzaffarabad, Bagh
and Nedlum, whilethe partsof Jammu provinceunder
PoK isdivided into five districts namely Poonch/
Rawalakot, Sudhnati/Pallandari, Bhimber, Kotli and
Mirpur.

Areaof AJK: 13,297 squarekm

Population: 2.973 million (1998 popul ation census),
Male, 1.850million; Femae, 1.832million

Capital: Muzaffarabad

Kashmir (Muzaffarabad Division) comprisesof 3
digtricts: Bagh, Muzaffarabad and Nedlum

Jammu (Mirpur Division) comprising of 5digtricts:
Bhimber, Kotli, Mirpur, Sudhnati/Pallandari and
Rawalakot/Poonch

President: RgjaZulgarnain Khan
PrimeMinister: RgjaFarooq Haider Khan
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Political Sructure

AJK Council: Total 12 members, selected by Prime
Minister of Pakistan, six each representing
governmentsof AJK and Pakistan. TheAJK Council
isheaded by the Prime Minister of Pakistan.

AJK LegidativeAssembly: Total seatsare 49, of
which 29 aredirectly elected fromtheAJK, 11 are
€l ected from various districts of Pakistan under the
provisonfor the*Kashmiri refugees , whereas 8 seats
arereserved for females, overseasKashmirisand the
technocrats.

Judicial Sysem: AXK hasitsown Highand Supreme
Courts, which are assisted by district session and
magistrate courts. Further, AJK has its own Bar
Council and Penal Code. However, approval of chief
justicesfor High and Supreme Courts comesfrom
Pakistani-dominated AJK Council. In addition,
Pakigtan’smilitary tribundsasofunctioninAJK. The
Chief Secretary, regional commissioners, and
Inspector General of Police are aso appointed by
Pakistani minister for Kashmir Affairs & Gilgit-
Baltistan (KAGB), previously known as Kashmir
Affairsand Northern Areas (KANA).

Ethnic Groups. Guijjars, Jats, Mughal, Rajputs,
Sudhan, Awan, Qureshi, Pashtuns, Shins, Ladakhi,
Bdtisetc.

Religious Groups: Sunni, Ahlehadith, Shia,
Nurbakhshi, Chrigtians, Qadianis, Hindus

L anguages. Punjabi, Hindko, Pahari, Kashmiri, Balti,
Puriki, Shina

Palitical Groups: United Jammu and Kashmir
Peoples National Party, AJK Muslim Conference,
International Kashmir Alliance, JK National Party,
Jammu & Kashmir Liberation Front (Amanullah),
Peoples United Action Committee, All Parties
National Alliance (APNA)

Federally Administered Gilgit-Baltistan
(FAGB)

Gilgit-Batistanwasprevioudy referred to by Pakistan
as the Federally Administered Northern Areas
(FANA). Itisthenorthernmost politica entity within
the Pakistan occupied Jammu & Kashmir (PoK) and
isunder direct control of theldamabad government.
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The area, after separation of Chitral and Shinaki
Kohigtan, isgtill fiveand half timeshbigger thanAJK.
It borders Ladakh and Tibet to its east; East-
Turkestantoitsnorth; Afghanistan and Tgjikistanto
itsnorth-west; Chitral toitswest; Dir, Swet, Kohistan
and Kaghan digtrictsof NWFPtoitssouthwhileAJK
and the Kashmir Valley lieto its south-east. Before
1947, Bdltistan waspart of Ladakh regionand ruled
throughthe Jammu provincid government, whileGilgit
wasruled under the authority of Kashmir province.
When Pakistan occupied these regions, they were
amalgamated under the garb of so-called * Northern
Areas and thereby received the status of federally
controlled region in 1974. However, the status of
Gilgit-Baltistan isleft undefined in the successive
constitutions of Pakistan. Pakistan accepts Gilgit-
Baltistan aspart of the Princely State of Jammu &
Kashmir, however, does not consider it as part of
AX. Duetoadirect control imposed from Idamabad,
thelocalsstill await congtitutional andjudicial rights.
For instance, they lack representation in the Pakistani
Parliament, Council of Common Interests (CCl),
Hydro-electric Board and National Finance
Commission (NFC). Further, they cannot accessthe
provincia high courts and the Supreme Court of
Pakistan for justice. The Judicial Commissioner
exercisesjudicia powersin Gilgit-Batisanwhoisa
politica figurenominated by theMinister for KAGB.

After occupation of Gilgit-Bdtistanin 1949, Pakistan
administered the region under the draconian and
inhumane Frontier Crimes Regulation (FCR) for
around 20 years® PM Z.A. Bhutto of Pakistan
abolished FCR in 1974 and introduced an ad-hoc
presidential ordinanceto governtheregion. Since
then, Gilgit-Baltistan hasbeen ruled by presidential
ordinances, which have come under repeated
amendments. In 1994, PM Benazir Bhutto
promulgated Northern Areas Governance Order
whichwaslater renamed asLegd Framework Order
(LFO) by President Musharraf in 2007.4 In essence,
they al remained as ad-hoc ordinanceswithout any
condgtitutional cover.®Aspressurefrom bothlocal and
internationd poalitica and human rightsorganizations
increased with demands of genuine political and
judicid rightsfor thepeopleof Gilgit-Batistan, Pakistan
announced the so-called ‘Gilgit-Baltistan
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Empowerment and Self-Governance Order’ on
October 26, 2009.° Unfortunately, thisorder isyet
another presidentia ordinancewith no parliamentary
backing, and replaces the current LFO with some
amendments.” Theterm ‘ self governance’ iscoined
as a strategic move to defuse pressure of the
international organizations, which promises to
introduce administrative, political, economic and
judicia reformsin Gilgit-Baltistan. Although the
ordinanceisclamed asareplicaof theAJX political
andjudicial system; it refusesthe post of president,
primeminister to theloca sand establishment of pena
code, and High and Supreme Courts.

Accordingtotheorder, NorthernAreaswill becalled
Gilgit-Baltistan and the current Northern Areas
LegidativeAssembly (NALA) will bereplaced by
Gilgit-Bdtigan LegidativeAssembly (GBLA), which
will have theright to |legislate and choose a chief
minister. Further, Pakistan will replacetheexisting
Chairman of NALA withagovernor toensurefedera
government’scontrol over theregion. Gilgit-Baltistan
would aso haveitsown public servicecommission, a
chief election commissioner, an auditor general, and
aboundary commission to settle boundary dispute
between Pakistan and J& K. Thelegidativeassembly
of Gilgit-Baltistan would haveatotd of 33 members,
including six reserved seatsfor women and threefor
technocrats. Further, similar toAJK Council, Gilgit-
Baltistan Council will be constituted to ensure
representation of federal government intheregion.
Thecouncil will enjoy legidative powersover 60 odd
subjects. It will have 15 members which shall be
presided over by the primeminister of Pakistan. While
the Assembly is given the powers to propose the
budget, approving authority will beministry of KAGB
inldamabad. Compared to the provincesof Pakistan,
wherethechief minister isthe supreme authority, the
newly proclaimed order rests al administrative,
political and judicia authority with the Pakistani
governor whichwill eventualy maketheassembly a
toothless tiger. Governor will be the executive
authority and custodian of tax and revenues. Hewill
administer Gilgit-Baltistan council on behalf of the
primeminister of Pakistan, and overseepublic service
commission, election commission, boundary
commission, judiciary, and auditor general’ soffice.
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Hewill bethe authority to appoint heads of public
Servicecommission, €l ection commission, boundary
commission, commissioner of exciseand taxation,
chief judgeof appelatecourt, auditor generd, regiona
cabinet membersand advisors. Hewill havetheright
to approvethe budget, and dissol vetheassembly and
impose emergency under prescribed conditions.
Further, the Inspector General of Police, Chief
Secretary and all departmental secretaries, directors
of departments, and commissioner and deputy
commissionersof districtswill be appointed by the
governor. Likewise, it will not bethe Assembly but
the Council under thegovernor, whichwill legidate
on natural resourcesof Gilgit-Baltistan, including
minerals, forests, electricity and water storage,
industries, school curricula, tourism, cinematography
etc.

Salient Features of FAGB areasunder:
Areaof FAGB: 72,496 sq. kilometer
Population: 870,347 (1998 popul ation census)
Capital: Gilgit

Districts: seven

Baltistan Region (part of Ladakh) is divided into
Gancheand Skardu digtricts

Gilgit RegionisdividedintoAstore, Diamer, Ghizer,
Hunza-Nagar and Gilgit digtricts

Ethnic Groups: Shin, Balti, Puriki, Ladakhi, Wakhi,
Yashkun, Tibetan, Mongol, Tatar, Mon, Pashtun,
Khowar, Dom, Gujjar, Rgjput and Kashmiri

Religious Groups: Shia (Twelvers), Nurbakhshi
(Twelvers), Ismaili, Sunni, and Ahlehadith

L anguages. Shina, Balti, Wakhi, Khowar, Gujjari,
Burushaski, Puriki, Kashmiri, Pashto

Political Structure: In July 2009, NALA was
dissolved beforeit could completeits 5-yearsterm,
anddongwiththat, advisorstothe Chairmanincluding
the Chief Executivewerea so sacked. Subsequently,
dectionfor GBLA washeld on November 12, 2009
under the newly proclaimed self-governance and
empowerment order. Pakistan People' sParty (PPP),
theruling party of Pakistan, wontwo-third mgjority
in GBLA andformed government.
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Gilgit-Baltistan Council: Total 15 members,
seected by PrimeMinister of Pakistan; 7 representing
government of Gilgit-Baltistan and 8 representing
government of Pakistan. The Gilgit-Batistan Council
isheaded by the Prime Minister of Pakistan. Further,
Chief Minister, Governor, Minister for KAGB and
Prime Minister of Pakistan are voting members of
GBC.

Gilgit-Baltistan L egidative Council: GBLA has
24 directly elected memberswhile 6 femaleand 3
technocrats comethrough selection.

Governor of G-B: Dr ShamaKhalid

Chief Minister G-B: Syed Mehdi Shah of Skardu
district.

Palitical Groups. Bawaristan Nationd Front (BNF),
Gilgit-Baltistan Thinkers Forum, Gilgit-Baltistan
United Movement (GBUM), Baltistan National
Movement, Karakoram National Movement, Gilgit
Baltistan Democratic Alliance (GBDA), Gilgit
Baltistan National Alliance (GBNA), All Parties
Nationd Alliance (APNA)

Judicial Sructure: Instead of High and Supreme
Courts, Gilgit-Baltistan will have an appellate court
whichwill be headed by the chief judge. The chief
judge, aswell the sessionand district judgeswill be
appointed by the Pakistani primeminigter. Inaddition
to the appellate court, therewill beachief courtin
Gilgit. Thenumber of judgeshasbeenincreased from
threetofive. Inaddition, Pakistan’smilitary tribunals
will continueto functionin Gilgit-Batistan.

Literacy rate: 15% male; 3.5% femae(World Bank
estimatesof 1997)

Per Capitalncome: PCI of Gilgit-Batistanisaround
one-fourth of Pakistan’ saverage (US$264 compared
to Pakistan'sUS$1,071). 8

Sateof Infrastructure: Morethan two-thirds of
thevillageslack potablewater, eectricity, telephone,
hedth units, girls schools, paved roads, ration depot,
and pony tracks.

Endnotes

1 Baltistan was occupied by Pakistan a year later in
1948

2 http://www.jstor.org/stable/27549767seq=7
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http://mww.gl obal security.org/intel | /world/pakistan/
law.htm

http://ips-pk.org/content/view/234/259/
http://www.kashmirnewz.com/a0012.html
http://www.dawn.com/wps/wcm/connect/dawn-
content-library/dawn/the-newspaper/national/
gilgitbaltistan-package-termed-an-eyewash-089
http://www.kashmirnewz.com/a0012.html
AKRSP Socio-economic Survey of Northern Areas
and Chitral (SESNAC) 2005; http://
www.finance.gov.pk/finance_blog/?p=238; http://
finance.kal point.com/pdf/highlights/todays-pick/per-
capita-income-falls-to-1071.pdf
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Disclaimer

PoK News Digest isa collection of newsreportsand pressreleases publishedin
various newspapersand local mediarelated to Pakistan occupied Kashmir (PoK),
referred as‘ Azad Kashmir’ and * Northern Areas’ by the gover nment of Pakistan.
The newsreports have been abridged to provide clarity. IDSAisnot responsible
for the accuracy and authenticity of the news items.
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